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To the Reader. 


Fader: for thy better delight, 
A Fa. and more plainely to ſet forth 
A RYESL this Hillorie to thy view, 

J BY laue to my great coir , added 
ee many pictures liuely expreſing 
the moſt materiall points contained in euery 
Example. For which paines of mine, 1f I may 
receine thy thankes, I thinke it a ſufficient re- 
ward, The HISTORY of it ſelfe, 75 both 
ancient and Morall , and contayneth in it 
much of that learning; when Ignorance ha- 
ving a thicke and dul eare, men were compel- 
ed to draw the rude multitude to attention of 
ood inſtructions, by (uch pleaſing allurements 
Tales, and Fables, as in this booke are ſet 
mne: that whilſt the mind is fed and deligh. W 5 
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To the Reader. 


ted with the ſweetneſſe of the Fabulous Storie, 


the Soule it elfe at the end (by often taſting 
the ſame nouriſhment) might grow quicker- 


1 eue tobehold the hidden and myſtical wiſ 
60 


me contained vader ſuch cloſe Riddles, For, 
in few wordes, to giue you the meaning of this 


: Morall, is is thus The Emperor may ſigni- 
fie the World, who hauing but one only be- 


loued Sonne (who is M A N) him to bring 
p. well, is all his care, But Man, looſing his 
owne Mother (who is Reaſon , or Divine 
Grace,) and falling into the hands of his 


. Step-mother, (fignifiyng Sinne) who 15 an 


Empreſſe of great bewitching , and one that 
Commauuds the World, bee workes by all 


meanes poſſible the utter confuſion of Man. 


And wonld preuaile againſt his weakeneſſe, 
but that 4 Starre from Heauen, (by which i, 
meant, N from aboue) inſtrucis Man 
how to auopd the allurements of Sinne, by no 


opening his month , to bid her welcome. Ani 


the better to preuent her miſchieſes, hee hath 

Seaven wiſe Maiſters, which are Seaven li 

berall Sciences, to giue him wholeſome ha 
bs ions, 


Io the Reader. 
Hons, aud by theſe helpes ſaue him from mor. 
tall danger. So that being thus arm d, Man 
liueth to batter domne Sinne (figured in the 
death of the Empreſſe and her Mynions) And 
in the end, to gaine a rich crowne of glory, and. 
e ready for al thoſe that in this life 
2 

this is the Explanation of this Morall, 
of which if hou makeſt right vſe, 
it will be as à rich ban. 
quet to thy Soule. 


Farewell. 
* * 


our to attayne to Heaven by doing well, 
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Heere beginneth the Hiſto- 


rie of the Seauen wiſe Maiſters of 
ROME. 


i Comaynning many pleaſant and witty © 
narratious very delightfull to 
che READER. 


The entrance into the Morall, which (ac- 
cording to thinges of Comicke pleaſure) 
properly 1085 with a Funerall. 


or 


1 Ometime in tho Citty of Rome 
there was a famous Emperour 
15 named Pontianus, a man ot 
e > great wiſedome : hee teoke fo 
bis wife a kings Daughter that 
was very faire, amiable, fo all 

people gratious, and to her husband right dere, 
ſhe concetued by him, e was deliuered of a ſon 
named Diocleſian , T Childe grew — 
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1 i + * "The Seaven wiſe 

1 and or all people was beloned : and when hee 
was of the age of Seanen pres, his Mother 
the Empꝛeſſe falling ſo2e ſicke and feling her 
ſelfe that he might not liue, ſent after her Lo2d 
the Emperour (being rode fozth on pꝛogrelle) 
az meſſenger, that hee chould returne without 
{  Farrying,if euer he would ſte her aliue. 


— * 
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Oh my dereLo2d, of this infirmity F may not 
_ Eſcape, wherefoze the naturall and tender lous 
end care that is in me towardes you and your 
1 makes a ſuite to you beloꝛe my 2 
g Le 


Maiiters. 


hee anſwered deſire what pon will, ſoz J tall 

of deny pou any thing. Then ſaid che, after 
my death von ſhall take another Mife, as ts 
molt conuenient, wherfoze J inſtantly beſech 

pon, that ſhe ouer my Sonne haue no power 
noꝛ gouernance but that hee bee kept and nouri- 
ſhed far from her, ard that he may be trained bp _ 
in learning and wiledome The ECmperour 
then anſwered, my moſt deare wife, your peti⸗ 
tion in all things Gall be fullülled 4 perfozmed- 
Then turned the Empꝛeſſe, and gave vp the 
het. Panvp dayes after the Emperour he- 
wapled and mourned her death, and long after 
ber burying hee ſhewed his heaninefſe and ſoꝛ⸗ 
row, c would in no wiſe marry, oz be topfull. 


C How the Emperour committed and deliue- 
red his Sonne to the Seauen wiſe AMaifters 
to be inſtrated in Learning, 
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Pon atime as the Empercz lay 
in his bed, hebethought him in- 
5 waärdlp of his Bonne, ſaying in 
his heart, J baue onely but one 
Honne, the which ſhall be mine 
Yeire, it is good "whileft bee is 

Yong, 
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dome, by the which he may after my death go. 


a kingdome, ought firif to learne to be his own 


ters, who liuz in great fame foz their erceilen- 
 thembe ſent fo2, & deliver them pour ſon fo be 


perouc onderſtarding that, ſent his Letter; 


dy te kulfüll it to the vtfermoſt of our powers 
To whome the Noble Emperour ſayd, J haut 
but one Donne the which 1 hail deliuer vntt 


The Seauen wile 
Tang, that he beſet to learne cunning # wiſe 


uerne and rule the Empire. Intimating ther. 
by, that a wozthy P2ince, taking vpon him ſo 
great a weight 4 charge, as the geuernement of 


gonernour. and to maſter his owne affections , 
Do that, when he was early riſen vp from his 
Bed, hee cauſed to bee called the Loꝛzds of his 
Caunſell hefoze him, and of them foke adutce 
what were beff therein to be done. And they an 
ſwered, Lov, in Rome are Seauen wiſe Ma 


cy in Arts, grave Connſeil,  Jnfruction ; let 
foſtered and inftruged in learning. The Em 


made powerfull by his owne ſeale to the Se 
nen wiſe Paiſters, that they incontinently 
chould come to him without delay : And they a- 
non came befoze the Emperoz, he demanded 
of them if they knew wherfoze that he had ſent 
fo2 them? Thep anſwerd, the cauſe is as pon 
will intendeth, we know not, but if it pleaſe 
vou to ſhew vs your mind intent, we be rea 


pol 


Maſters. 


ile vou fo tonfoꝛme in all god waies of learning 
go- and vertue, ſo that by our Dockrine and wile- 
er- dome, he map the moze wiſely guide 2 gonerne 


py the Empire alter my deceals, 


The firſt Paiſter named Pant ri45 ſaid, 
L92d, deliver to me your Bonne, and J ſhall 
teach him as much cunning within Seauen 
yeares,as J and all my fellowes can. 

Then ſpake the ſecond Maſter named Lt xs 
TVLVS, Sir, of long time J haue ſerued pon, 
and hitherto J haue had no manner of reward, 
A demand nothing elfe of pon, but that you de⸗ 
liner me pour Hon fo keepe and gouerne, and 


- ,s much ſcience and wiſedome Within Fonre 
peares as J and all mp ſelloives haue learned 


loſephus, Lozd, J am old and many times 3 
àm called fo your Counſell, and pou know that 
my Coanſell hath a nailed and pzofited you, and 
ſio likewiſe may it be heereafcer: yet natwith⸗ 
Auanding 3 deſire no moze , butthat you will 


and faid, my Lozd, call fo pour 


The Seaven wile 


I ſhall make him as cunning within ſixe pers, | 
as J andall my fellows be. 

The third Maſter named CRAT ON ſaid, 
my Lozd, many times haue J bene with pou 
vpon the Sea in perill of my life , and of you 
Haiis J had no manner of reward : ik that J 
might fo2 my recompence now, obtains , that 
you will vouchſafe ta commit pour Son under 
my rate and gouernance, J ſhould infoame him 
as much within fiue peeres, if his wit will ther- 
to atiaine, as J and all my fellowes can. 

Then food vp the Fourth Paiſter named 
Malquidrake , whos was right leave oy * 


now that I and all my pꝛedereloꝛs bane ſer- 
nes E mpero2s, and haue receiued no manner 
of reward, wherfo:e I ſhal aske no other thing 
but that ye will deliner me your Sonne fo in- 
fozme and teach, and J ſhall make him to fake 


in all our liues. 
Then ſpake the fiff Maſter that was named 


deliuer 


Maiſters. 
eliuer me pour fon, and J ſhall inſtruct, e in⸗ 


me him in as much cunning e ſcience, that 


ee within Tha yeres ſhall pꝛoſit in wit as 
ich as J and all my fellowes haue. 
Thentame fo2th the Sirt maſfer named 
leophas , who ſaidiike to the other, pꝛomi⸗ 
ing him fo learn and infozme the Child in all 
heit canning in two pres.” 

The Deauenth maſter roſe vp+ ſapd, who 
ilſo deſirey the Child, + p:omiſed fozto learve 
im within one pere, the ſciences wiledome 

Mhen all this was done, the Emperoz ſaid, 
my trufy friends, J am very much bonnd fo 
thanke you all, and enery ane of port, foz that 
ou haue ſu earneſtly with contention deſired 
o foſfer and inſtrua my Sonne; Jf J ſhould 
now commit him fo one, and not to another, 
thereupon would enſne much diſlention t vari- 
ance among you. Therfoꝛe to pon all t euer of 
ou J commit mv ſonne to be nouriched x taught. 
Lhe Maiſters hearing this, expgeſing both 
their greatneſſe of iop, and forwardres in wil 
to the Empero2, all with one harmony of con- 
ſent toke and receiued his ſon, and led him to- 
wards the Court of Rome. Uppon the Way 
ſpake Craton to his fellowes, It we this child 
onld teach within the City of Rome, there 
| Ain 


- perfenion our paines hath arriued at, and fo 


The Seauen wiſe 


is ſo great reſozf and concourſe of people, chat 
if wand hinder and let him in his learning: J 
knawa faire place from Rome ſome 3. myles, 
right pleaſanfand delegable, there let vs make 
a foure ſquare Chamber of ſfone, and put him 
therein, and vvon the wals thereoflet vs paint 
and wite the Seauen liberall Arts, ſo that the 
Child at all tines mayſe and behold his Doc- 
trine therin, as well as in his Bok? : and this 
aduiſe and counſel! pleaſed them all, and was 
done accoꝛdin gly in euerp popnt. The Pai⸗ 
ters diligently euerp dap during leauen yeres 
taught and inſtrected the Child, and determi⸗ 
ned amogſt themſelnes and ſaid, it is good 
that we ex amine our Dilciple, ta le to what 


What ſtrengthet growth his vertue and know- 
ledge is come to: and they all wiſely and reli⸗ 
gioully acco2ded to that connſell. Then ſapd 
Maiſter Pantiilas, How ſhall wee pꝛooue him, 
Ccaton fato, let euers one of vs as hee ſlœpeth, 
put vpnder enerp coner of his Bed, an Oline 
leafe, and then we (hill know ik he percetued o2 
keit any thing, oz not: this done, hee awaking, 
greatly maruatled + lifted vp his eyes koward 
the rofe of the Chamber feraently : the Mai- 
ters ſeeing 5, ſaid, wherfo2e lift pon vp your 
ekeeies ſo ſharply the anſwereb, it is no maruaile, 


4 
ji 
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ly 
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Maiſters. 


o2 in my ſlpe J ſaw the vppermoſt part of t'& 

AC hamber incifned toward the Earth, oz elle 
nder me it was lifted vp: the Maſters hearing. 
his, ſaid among themlelues, if this Chiid may 

liue, he chan be a man of great cunning c tame. 


C How the] Emperour by «the Counſell of the 


great Princes & Lords of his Empire, wed- 
ded another wilt. 


— — | 


& OC Pinces and great Loꝛdes 
of the Empire, in the mean time 


tame to the Emperoꝛ and ſayd , 
my Lonzd, ye haue onelv but ore 
Bon, it is poſſible that he might 

| happen fo die, and thereſoze it 
were 8 that you would wedde another 
d [Wife , that therby your ioyes and hopes might 
, be bleſt with a moze faire certainty, and aſſu⸗ 
„ Fred happineſſe in pour Race and Iſſne, to the 
intent that the Empire of Rome bee nat left 
githont an Yeire. Mozeouer, y are ſo migh- 
yp, thatif it ſhoul d happen you to get many 
Thildzen > ye may p zomote and aduance them 
ill fo great Dignityes  Lo2dſhips. Whervnto 
inſwered the Emperour, is it pour Counſel 
bat A ſhall take another Wife? then ſ@ke me 


one 


5 ETP K EEE a — — 


Th * Senen wiſe 


one that is grations, a pure Uirgin, faire, and 
gentle bo2ne, + then ſhall 7 follow pour coun. 
ſell and aduice. They went and ſought and 
ſearched out many kingdomes 4 Countries, 
af the laſt they found the Uings Daughter of 
Caſtile, that was right faire and beautifull , 4} 
her they gaue the Emperour to wife, who beha. 
ned her ſelfe ſo wel, that anon he was lo great. 
ip taken in her lone, that he foꝛgat al the heaui. 
nes and ſoꝛrow of heart that he had taken fo; 
the death of his firſt wife. And when they had 
lived long togetyer withont Childzen, and the 
@mpeeſſe ſam wel that the might not conceine, 


Then when Ge heard that the Emperour had 
a Son with the Seauen wiſe Maiſters to bee 
foſfered + taught, fo the great god and p2ofit 
of the Empire; ſhe thought in Her ſelfe 4 wiſhed 


His death. And from that honre fo2th, che ima⸗ 
gined how ſhe might conſpire his deffruton , 
It hapned on a night as the Emperour lay in 
his bed. he laid fo the Empꝛeſfe: By moſt dert 


© © 


fo yon the ſecrets of my hart, fo2 vnder the ſan 


is there no creature that J loue ſo wel as pon, 
and therefo2e truſt in my lone. 


Ehen ſatd the faire E mpꝛeſſe, ii it be ſo a⸗ 

requtre of you one little bon, 02 pe/ 

fifion;Degre what you wil ſais the Emperor, 
any 


von (ay, J 


- Maifters. . 


ard all that tome is podible; 4 hall fulgt? | 
aud giue it to you . Then ſaydthe- Empaeſſe; 


F ny derte Lozd, you know J haue no Child by 


vou yetconceiued, foꝛ which Jam loꝛe penũue 
and heauy; Bat fame that neuor conteales it 
ſelfe long to true iop, hath delinered this hap- 
yy trutt to me; that ve haue one Sonne only 
f the whichts let to the Seauen wile Paiffe! 
| | TY | d 4 ; At and bim bold I 
; and rephte 021 nne: wyerers2: 


A veſech pou that ve. will f ny; fo2 
map ſœ him and haue conſolation 
ſence, as though he wee mine 

ad vpon anſwered the Emperour, it is 

veares paſt ſince that. J ta- bim; ; pour will 

I ſhall be fulfilled. Incontinent the Emperonr 

ſenf vnto the Heauen wife Waiſters a Letter 
ſcealed with his ſzcret Signe ; that bpon paine 
lot death they chould being his Don in in the feaſt 

in ok * „ e 
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The Seven wiſe 


q How the Seuen wile Maſters: after the ſight A 
ofthe Emperours letters, would firſt obferue 
the courſe and divine foreſhewings of aged An 4 


mament and Planets, whether it Were good 
obey his Gommandement, or no. 
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5 FA time they went aud beheld the 


* ©, * 


4 D a3 the Paitker had read f 
kbe ketter, «had vnderſtod the 
ill or the Empero2, in h night | 


' Fars in the firmament, whether 
it ſhould bee expedient fo take 
their Journey with the Child after the Em- 
perozs 
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Maiſters. 


x Leroars will, o2 not: And thepfaw clerely in 


the ſtarres that if they ſhontd leads the child in 


= that time aſligned, at the firſf wozd he ſhouts 


peake, he ſhould dy an euill death. Mhere foꝛs 


1 Ther were all right ſozry: and as they beheld a- 
| Tuber Star, they ſaw, that if they delinered 


” 


4 


3 
825 of, Wy. 
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rot the Child at the day afozeſaid, they ſhould 
"Hoſe their heads. Thenſaid one of them, of two 
enils the leaſt is to be choſen: it is bettet that 
all we die, then that the Child ſhould loſe his 
Aife: therfoze that we may laue the Childslifs, 
let ds goeto the Emperonr, And as they were 
thus ſozrowfall, the *-hild camedown from his 
Chamber, and ſ&ing his Maiſters ſo heaup, hs 
demaunded thenthe cauſe of theirheanineſſe-: 
heraupon they anſwered:ſir, we haue received 
pour fathers letters, that vpon paine of death 
nowin this high feaſt of Nentecoſt we ſhould 
leade you to your country, wherupon we haue 
3 7 the firmamont , wherein we clerelp 


ſe and find, that if wer within the time befoge 


; Pie fixed weſent you fo pour father, At the ficft 
woꝛd 5 ve ſhall pꝛonounce out of v mouth 
eve ſhall be cathe moſt vileſt death condemned 
Then laid the child, N mut alſo behold thefics 
Y 21ament with the ſtars, and ſo hs did, 4 found 


Flore in a little far; that if hs could abſtapne 
rom ſpeaking ſeauen daves, he ſhould be p2ze- 
15 2 ſerned 


I he. Seayen wiſe 4 
ſerned, and ſave bis life. And after he had ſeen 


this, he called his maſters, « ſhewed them the 
Star and ſapd be hold my dere maſters, 1 
pexfealp in the ſtar. that it J abſtayne my ſele 
by theſpace ot vi. dayes, I ſhall ſane mplite. 
Pea axe now vi. maiſters the wiſeſt of all the 
wozld. it is an eaſie thing foꝛ vou, that euery ol 
you:foz me one day do anſwer, and with cut 
wiſe anſwer: euery st vou his day my life may 
ſaue g hep; and à inthe eight day ſhall ſpeak 
of my ſeifez and thall ſane my life, and ali vou 
fram pexilb As the maiſters had beholden that 
tortapne ſtarre, theyindged with themſelues 
that the child had ſatd troth, ſaying, Almighty] 
God be thanked, that the wiledome and cun⸗ 
ning ol our dilciple exctedeth vs all. Chen 
ſayathe Firſt Maſter Pantillas, Lozd J ſhall 
ſpeake los you the Firſt day, and (ane vont 
life, And Lentulus the ſecond Maiſter ſayd, 1 


fennently euer pat them pꝛomiſed tu anſ wer 
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ſhall-fo2 you the ſecond day anſwer : '# ſv con. 


fo2 þinifelfe his day: And this ſayd, they cioa / 
(hed the child in purple, andleapt an hoJſovackIþ 
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towardes the Citty, andthe Childe came after 


head and anſwered nothing: The Father had 
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The Seauenwiſe I 


well; $ von do ſo,but haue mind of me in time 
of my neceſſity : ſo they toke leane t departed 


accompanied moſt honourably. And as he and 
his fat ther the Cmperoz met, foz ioꝝ and og F 
neshe okebisfo about the necke and kitfed! 
him, and ſayd, my deere. Son, now is my joy 
compleaf, beholding in thee the trealure of my 
lifes comfozt. ow is it with vou, it is long 
fince that J ſaw you? Ye bowed downe- his 


guage wonder why that he ſpake not, t thought 
in himſel fe that hismaſters had info2med him 
fo, that he riding ſhould not ſpeake. And when 
they were come into the Palace, and were del . 
cenved from their Yozſes, the father fwke his 
Son by the band, and led him info the Mall 
eſethimnext him, t beheld him, e ſaid: Tell 
met now how it is with your Paiſters, how 
haue they inſtruged yon theſe many yeres paſt] 
Lince I ſaw vou: But hee inclined down his 


bead, and ſpake not: The Father ſayd, where / 


foze ſpeake pe nut to mee? And when the Em⸗ 


pzolle heard that the Emperours Bonne was 


tome, ſhe was right iopous and glad, and ſaid 
I will go f& him, ſhe apps relled ber-ſs\fe with 
rich attire, e folk with her her two df her Gentle- 


Mee e ROE mperour my 
N | 


AY Maiſters. =: 
= &tting with his Somme; and late her downe | 
the child, and ſhe ſayd fo the Twperv2, is t 


Þ poor konne that hath been nouriſhed with tle 


Seauen wiſe Maſters ? And her ſad it is my 
Bonne, but he ſpeaketh not: her ſapd deliner 
ed to me yourſonne, and if euer he ſpeake, J ſhall 
oy make him toſpeake. Then lad the Empers} 
rie, and goe with her: the on did renerence 
to his father, as though he layd, J am ready th | 
accompliſh pour will, and fo went with her. = 


4 þ 4 4 W * 
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How the Empreſſe led; Diocleſian the 
Emperours fon with her into her chamber, 
for to make good cheare with him, the 

which he withſtood, -.I'; Hach ds an 


1. a 


Do her G bambkc any'comari- 
deb all other to abord, and ſet 
him by her aloꝛe her bed ſide, and 


Ve E mpzefe'led him will her 


beloued Dic 

cleſian, I haut heard much ar 

your perſon and Beauty, but now 1 am glad 

that Imap ſe that with wine eies, which m. 

heart coneteth IG. A haue cames 
4 
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[ vilage from her, and in no wiſeiwontd conſent: 
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The Seaven wiſe 2 


J 1 | > pan knoledge, chat 4 * your. | 


ſpeake tome therefo2e: and let vs go to bed to- 
ther: but he gane her noauſwer. She ſeing 
D god Diocleſian, which 

If 


it, ſaid to hic; 
haſt the halle of g ſvule, why ſpeake ve not 


tg me, oʒ at the leaſt hew mee ſome — of 
am 


loues, what wy ball doe, ſpeake to mee, J 
ready to fulfill and perfozme pour will: and 


when ſhe had thus ſaid, ſher imbꝛaced him, and 
would haue kiſſed his mouth, but he turned his 


then ſaid ſher againe to him, O Sonne where⸗ 
foze doe ve thus with me, let vsflep together, 
and then ſhall pe well percewe, that ſoꝝ pour 


loue J haue kept my virginifte : but he turned 
bis bags againe from her. She —.— chat of 


5 184 Aid; behold.qny Sen, whas - 
als tis at pour will, a ſeruant and 
Ni and pleaſure, giue mee 
it call be hard faz mee to 
p right. mind: he neither 
ath tign poly —— bis viſagey 

hewed hor anp manner g leue,; but as m4 
6 Ye could, 14k -dzelw: himſelle from her. 


Then 


rte 1 wa * 
{72 
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Maiſters. 


ien be law that, the ſaid, O my ſwecte 
me ik it pleaſe not pon to conſent to me, ne 
t(peake, perhaps foꝛ ſoms rrſonable cauſe”, 
here is paper, pen t inke, then wꝛight your 
ill , whrther J map at anptime pereaſter 
17 in our loue, oꝛ not. The child wꝛote as 
reafter followeth: O Lazy, God forbid that 
ſhould vefile my Fathers Oꝛzchard, fo2 J 
te not what fruite-J Could haue of it, 2 
ow well one thing, that 3 chould ſin greatly 
the ſight ol God; and alſo run int e male⸗ 
nion of myfather, and therefozeckrom hente⸗ 
th J may vou ts pꝛouoke : ſtir me no moze 
eto. Mhen ſhe had ſeene r read the waiting 
tare it with her teeth, and rent her clothes 
har nauill, and all to ſcratched her Uiſage, 
til it was all blodp, 4 caſt from her all the 
aments of her head, and cryed with a loud 
pte, come hither my Loꝛds t heipe me, leaf 
{ this ruds and euill body ſhame aud rauiſh 
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perour, of the ame done v 
Sohne. | 


t9 Els an 


He — eingtrthe Dail. and hee 
ring the noiſe-any cry df the Empꝛoſſe, ge 
haſtily 


The Seauenwiſe 


Haffily ran foward his chamber with mum 


his knights and ofber of his ſeruants follow 
him, toſee what was the n.after. Then beg; 
the Tmpzelle fo cry, t ſpeake fo the Empero 
in this caſe: O my loꝛd, haue pitty £ compal 
on vpon me, behold, this pong man is not po 


Don, but the fouleſf fo: Rpbaumdzp, and ac 


ons of Kuxurp, that euer ſinne and heate p 
ſcrength into: fo2 as you know well I led hi 
and bought him with me into my chamber. 
wort:ld haue exhozted and canſed him to ha 
ſpoken. J haue done as muchthereto as 1 ca 
og map: whiles J with my words erho? 
and moued him to haue ſpoken, hee hath in 
nored himſelfe with me to haue ſinned, and 
cauſe J wold not whim conſent, but with 
as much as J might to fle the ſame, he ht 
made my Uiſacge all blody, & hath all 20 to; 
my veffure and oznaments of my head asy 
may openilyſ&, & if he had not ſone come 
to mycalling, hee had ended in me his me 
foule and wicked appetite. When the Em 
roꝛ ſaw and heard this, filled with great . 

lice and wodnes, hee commanded his ſeruat 
that they ſhould lead him to the gallowes , 4 
hang bim. And when the Lo2ds heard there 
they ſaid, Lo2d you haue no mo2e but this ſt 


only, it is not god that ve thus lightly put h 
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'Y Maiſters., 
Jo death: the law is ozdained fo2 franſgreſſo:s 
x miſdocrs. and if it be ſo that he muff dy, let 
um by the law dy, left that it be ſayd, that the 
0 mperour in his great fury 4wzath (without 
Law and iuſtice) hath put his onelpyp Sonne to 
death. Isthe Euperoꝛ heard this, he tomman⸗ 
ed him to be put in pꝛiſ on, vntill the time that 
iudgment were ginen againſt him, And when 
he Empꝛeſſe vnderſtod that the chilt> was not 
put to death, ſhe crid u wept bifterly, c would 
take no reſt; when the night was come, ß Em⸗ 
persz entred into his chamber to goe to Bed, 
and found his wife weping and ſozrowing, to 
whom hee ſayd, O my deare Lady, foz what 
cance are pe ſoꝛrowrul: ſhe anſweredknow pou 
not how that your accurſed Don hath done me 
ſo much ſhame, and ſo diſhonozed pou, that ye 
haue commanded him to be hanged, and det he 
lineth 4 your. wozd is not perfozmed, neithe 
is my ſhame reuenged. To moarow \aid\t 
Emperoz he ſhall die by the law: th 
ſhall he ſo long line? Then might it oma 
you as if did to a Burgeſſe of Rome, of whonr 
an example is mentioned: the Em Dh ſayd, 
J pzay vou ſhe w me that '2rampl TR! 
I doe * ſays the Empzeſſe 


The 


The Seaven wiſe 


The Firſt example of the 
nn. 


Burgeſle, the which had a faire 
Garden. wherein her had ſtan⸗ 
Jing a Roble Tre, the which e⸗ 
uerp pere bzonght fozth kruite 
'of greatvertue ; ; fo2 whoſoever | 
eatethcreofthat were ficke of any manner of | 
Eckues oz Lepzoſle, he cheuld ſone ue Whole, 
and receiue hi bealth. 1 
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1 Maiſters. 
At hapned vpon a dap as the 1BargeTe went 
into his Garden to viſite eſethe Tre,” hee 
pied vnder the tree a faite vong impe t called 
o him the Gardiner, and ſaid: Pp friend, of 
his pong Ampe J give thee. charge, fe J truſt 
Df that te plant a better tree then this is. The 
" Gardiner laid, J ſhall it gladly: dae. Snother 
time the Burgeſſe came again into his garden 
to viſite the pong Plant, and it appeared vnto 
him that it grew not ſo muchas it ſhauld do 
Fe laid to the Gardiner, how may this bee x 
He ſaid, it is no wonder, fo2 this great tre hath 
o great armes t bzanche s, that the apze may 
not come to the rote a the vong fre: t ben ſaid 
the Wurgeſte cut and hew off the armes 4 the 
poughs that the aire max coms thereto: The 
Sardiner did as he was tõmanded. The Bur⸗ 
eie came againe another time to ſe the pong 
[ Wplart © thought that it grew neuer the better 
e ſaid to the Gardiner, what is it fhat let 9 
-  Mbis Plant to grow-now2+ And then hre ald, 
WB ſuppoſe the height of tze old Tren letteth the 
Nun, that the raine may. not come thereto, and 
Eberefoꝛe it cannot grow. Then ſaid the maiſter 
r 3 5 im hem dewne that Tre to the ground. 
1. of this plant to haue a better then e- 
Her that wa g. The Gardiner hearing his ie 
ter pe him ande iwer downe the tre, and 
1 as 


The Seaven wiſe 


as ſone as this was done, the young Plant all | 
wholy periſhed, and came to nought, whereot? 


came great harme, fo2 when the pwꝛe and ſicke 


people percetaed that the Tr was deſtroied, 
kbey curſed ail them that were counſello2s and 
helpers thereto, by the which they oftentimes 
were healed and cured of their infirmifies and 


maladies. Then ſaid ß Empꝛeſſe to her Lozd. 
buderfand pe what J haue ſaid? He anſwer'd 


vea, right well! then ſaid the, J ſhall declare to 


tou the meaning of that which J haue ſaid. 


L The declaration of the 


I 


his Tre, my Lozd, befokeneth 


and ſkudieth how he may firſt cut off the Armes 


and boughes of your might, and how to wyn 


vour molt Noble Perſon, how 
that with your couuſell x helpe 
many pw2eand ficke folke are 
a greatly holpen andcomfozted :| 
>= Aud the voung Jmpe which is 
rowne vnder the great free, is your accurſed 
on, that now by canning beginneth to grow! 


Na an von 2 am 


to him the land and fanour of the people; year Þ 

mo2e bunaturallp, imagineth to veſfroy your 

perſon, that he map himſelfe raigne, but _ I 
| a 


9 Maiſters. 
Kal then enſue thereof: All poze and fœble peo⸗ 
Ie ſhall curſe them, who might haue deffcoy'd 
ol bur Son, and baue not done it, therefoze I 
Punſell you whileſt you are in your power, £ 
Juing, that ye deſtroyhim, leaſt that the curſe 
1e the people fall vpon vou. Then ſaid the Em⸗ 
Neroꝛ, ve haus giuen me god counſell, to moꝛ- 
Jow I ſhall condemne him to the vileſt death 
hat can be thought vpon. When the day was 
"Wome, the Emperoz went aud ſate in Aunge⸗ 
Ment, and commanded his ſernants that they 
euld lead his ſon to be hanged, with Trum- 
Jets foundiug in token of death. And as p Em⸗ 
Perours Son was led th2ongh the Cittie, the 
Jommon people began fo weepe and cry, Alas 
be onely ſon of the Emperour is led tawards 
© his death, and therewithall came Pantillas the 
irſt Maiſter riding vpon a hozſe: Mhen the 
Thild ſaw him, he bowed his head to him, as 
hough he had laid, haue miud vpon me when 
ou come bekoze my father, ſ how J am led 
Jowardes the Gallowes . Thenthe Paiſter 
aid to p ſeruants, make no haſt, foz J hope by 
he grace of God this day to deliner him from 
-” geath. Then ſaid all the people, O god maſter 
- Walk vou to the Pallace , e ſane your Diſciple: 
Pe ſmote thehozſe with his Spurres till her 
nme to the Pallace, and knaled to the Empe- 
1 41} 


gur and did him reuerente. To whomthe Em 
per aur ſaid, it all neuer be to cher god, wh 
gnſivered J haue deſetued u better ceward:th 
Emperoz ſat there thou lie, foꝛ 4 delinert 
him to ches in all things well mane red, & non 
he is bzought home dumbe; andhathſought | 
wozke'his wil to the ſhame of me vertuon 
Empꝛeſſe, ⁊ to the dichonour of his fathers be 
fo2 ener; therefoze this day he ſhall die, e ve al 
hall die a ſhamefnll death. Then (aid the G. 
Ter, -L02d, foꝛ ſo much as pour Bonne ſpe; 
keth not, the cauſe therot God knowerh, & wit 
where vou ſay that he wonld haue commit 
the Din of enfoxrement on vour Empꝛelle, 

Hall ſay to hou ot a troth, he hath berni nin bn 
company by the ſpace of ſtrtene veares, w. 
neuer could perceiue ſuch abuſe by him . An 
thereſoze my dere Loꝛd, 3 ſhall chew vou on 
ching, that it pou put pour Son to death koꝛ th 
woꝛdes at vour Mife, it ſail happen to yoi 
wozlethen to night, which killed his bet 
Greyhound thiotgh the wordes of his rife 
which laue his ſon from death. Then laid th 
E©mper62to the maiſker, tell mer tbat eram 
ple. The Maſter ſaid, Loꝛd 5 ſhall I not doe 
fo2 boloꝛe J ſhall malte an end thereof, your ſaß 
might be bean; and then in vaine * 3 

L op 


Maiſters. 


hope ſhould J rehearſe it · but it it pleaſeth vou 
ti; noble example to heare, call ag aine pont 
Don till to arg2row, and as pe thinks by reaſon 
then doe with him your pleaſure. As the Em⸗ 

peroʒ heard that, anon he willed the child to ber 
4 lled againe, and in the meane time he ſet him 
- pꝛiſon while the maſter finiſht his tate, and 

then he began inthis manner, as followeth. 


— tt, 
2 .. 


The Example of the Firſt 
| Maiſter. 


——— \OCRC wisa vatiartkniche 
>< T3 which had ove on:ly Son, as 


> . vou hare, tl e Witch he low'd ſo 
mich, that he ozdained fo2 his 
Keepers }. Nourithers : The 
8 * fit Qhould giue {1m ſucke and 

_ hin the ſecond ſhould waſh him and keep 
im cleane, the thtro chou d being him to hs 
l pe and reſt. This Knight had alſo a Greys 
ound g a Fawlcon, which he alſo lored right 
cell The gtephound was ſo god, that he nes 
Mer can at any-zame, but he tok it, and held it 
am l bis maſtercame. And if his maſter diſpd: 
doe es him to go vnto any battell, if he ſhould not 
rfolF-©22 therein, anon as he ſhould amount vpen 
hon is hozſe, the de I would fake thehozſe 
boy __ baile 


{ | 
Fob 
43 
I. 


The Seven wiſe 


kaile in his month , and dꝛaw backward, and 


would alſo cry + houle marnatlonfly loud. By 


theſe ſignes e the due obſernation therof,the 
knight did alwaies vnderſtand that his Jonr⸗ 


ney ſhould haue very ill ſucceffe. The Faulcon b 


calt off to his pꝛep, but he toke it. 


was ſo gentle and hardy, that he was neuer 


The ſame knight had great pleaſure in Ju- ; 


king and Tournep, ſo hat vpon a time under 
his Caſtle he pꝛoclaimed a Tournamert, to 
the which came many great Loꝛds 4 knights. 
The knight centred into the Tournep, and his 
Lady went with her maidens to ſer it, and as 


left the child Iping alone there in the Tradle 
in the Hall, where the areyhound lap righ the 


wall, and the Hauke o2 Favlcon ſcanding vp⸗ 


pon a Perch. In this Halt there was a Ser- 
pent lurking, oz hid in a hole, to all them of þ 


Caftle vnkrowne, the which when he percei- | 
ned that they were all abſert,hee put his head 
out of his hole, and when he ſaw none but the 


Child Iping in the cradle, he went out of his 


they went out, after went the nourichers, and 


hae towards the cradle ſoz fo haue ſlaine the 


Child. The Noble Faulcon pr rceiuing that, 
and he beholding the grephound that was fl 
ping, made ſuch a noyſe  ruffling with he 


any 


* 
* 


wings pzeſertly, that the Grephound awokll 1 


1 Maiſters. 
aud roſe vp, and when hee ſaivthe Serpent 
- F nigh the child anon againf him h. leapt, and 
thep both fought ſa long kogether, vntill that 
the ſerpent had grieudullp hurt und wounded 
* = the Greghound, that he bled ſo $6 nth the 
earth about the Cradle was all blady. The 
grerhaund when that he felt himſeife lo aries 
no: fly wounded and hurt, fart fiercely vpon 
the Serpent, and fought fo ſoze together, +10 
2 eagerly that betweene them the Tradle was 
duertoſt with the child, the botfome vpward - 


the 
his 
the 
at, 


15 And becauſe that the cradle h3d faure pomels 


oke ine (et, falling towards the earth, thep laued 
an be childs life and his " from any hart, 
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The Seaven wiſe 


What can be moꝛe expꝛeſt to make god 9» won- 
der in the pzeſeruation ok the Child? znconti- 
nentip hereafter, with great paine the grep- 
hound onertame 4 flew the Derpent, and laid 
bim downe againe in his place, and licked his 
wounds. And anon after as the Juſte E Tour⸗ 
ney was done, the Nourtſhers care firft into 
the Caſtell, and as they ſaw the cradle turned 
the vpſide downe vpvon the earth-compeded ? 
round about with bid, + that the areyhound 3 


was alſo blody, they thought & ſaid amongſt 
themlelnes that the greyhound had Caine the 
child: 4 were not fo wife as fo turne bp the 


cradle againe with the child, fo2 to haneſeene | 
what was thereof befallen. But they ſaid, let 


vs run away , leaſt that our Paiſter ſhould 
put 02 lay the blame vpon vs, eſo lap vs. a8 


fi ep were t5ns running away, they met with 


the krights wife, + the ſaid to them, whevfoze 7 


wake pe this ſo2rom, 4 whether will yz run: 


fienC aidthep, O Lady, woe and ſo2row be fo 


vs, and to you: why ſaid ſhee what is there hap- 7 
ned, ſhew me? © he grephound they laid, that 
our Lozd g maſterloneth ſo well, hath deuou⸗ 


red and ſlaine your ſon, and lieth by the wall 


all full of bid. As the Lady had heard this, | 
ſhe n2eſently fell tothe esrth, and began fo | 


wepe and cry pitionſly, and latd, alas, O mx 
deere 


Mailers, - 


deere ſon; are ye thus flaine 4 dead, what thal 
n now do, that J haue mine onelp Son thus 


= loft? here withall came in the knigtt from þ 
Tournep. e beholding his Lady thus ctping 
making toꝛrow, he demanded of her wherfo:e 

ſhe made ſo great ſo2row 4 lamentation : the 
# anſwered him, O Lozd,your Grephonnd that 
= yon haue loned ſo much, hath laine rour only 
ſon, & lpeth by the wail ſactate with the bloa 
ol the child. The knight very exceeding angry. 
went into the Ball, « the Greyhound went to 
meet him, and did fawne vpon him as he was 
wont to do, e the knight dꝛem out bis (woꝛd, 
and with one ſtroke ſmote off the grevhounds 


head, e then he went to the cradle where the 


Child lap,e found his Son all whole c by the 
Cradle the ſerpent daine, and then by diners 
ſignes he perceiued that the greꝛ hound had kil⸗ 
led the Serpent foz the defence of the Child. 
Then with great ſo2row and weping he fare 
his hayze, and ſaid, woe be to me, that foz the 
= wo2ds of my wife, 3 haue laine mp god and 
beſt greyhound the which hath ſaued my childs 
life, and hath gaine the Berpent: Therkoze 3 
will put my ſelfe topenance, and ſo he baake 
his ſwo2d in Thee peeces , and went towards 
the holp Land, and abode there all the daies of 
his life, Then ſaid the Maſter ta the Empe. 
. C 4 Tour, 
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I he Seauenwiſe 
ronr, Lo2d vnderſtand ye what J haue ſayd: 
and he anſwered and ſapd, right well. The 
Maiſter ſayd ik that pe doe put your Sonne to 
death foz the wozds of pour wife, it (hail haps 
pen to you wozſe than it did fo the knight fo; 
his Grephonud. The Empe rour ſaid, pe haue 


thewed me a faire example, e without doubt 


this bay my Sonne ſhallnof die: then laid the 


von that re haue now ſpared bim this dap fo; | 


my latie- 


A The Second complaint of the — 
A ſorrow 5 po with much cunning , | 
and Falſhood. 


92 Þ EC N that the Cmpzeſſo heard 

that the child was not yet dead, | 

% the began to wee bitterly, and l 
(ate her downe on the earth in 

N Z Ayes, and would not lift vp der 
head: when the Emperoz heard 


; that be entred into the Chamber. a ſaid tnto 


her, O god Mife, wher foꝛe make pou all this 
ſo2row, i trouble peur ſelfe ſo much? the faid, 
aske pe that of me? Know vou not well what þ 
great delpight t ſhame J haneſuffered of pour 


TDuepappe Donne, e naſ ye haue pzomiſed me 


that 


TT” © OS IEG df OE AED. ©. i BEL 


b - Maiſters. 

hat von would ſ& Juſtice ta be therfozeerecu- 
ted on him, and vet he lineth ? Of troth it that 
happen to vou as it happened to a ſhepheard{ex 


aBoze. The Emperoz (aid, J pꝛap pou ſhew 


me that example foꝛ my learning thee ſap as 


peſtervay 4 bewed you one, and fam no. god 


| effect that came-thereof, to what end ſhould 4 
Z now ds the line: Neuertheles, J ſhall declare 


this noble example vnto you, as hereafter you 
thall heare. WER + 


lem. 


———_— 


| The ſecond Example of | 
the Emprefle 


ere was ſomtime an Empe⸗ 

e ro the which had a great foze | 
ret, wherein was a wild Boze 

<- -þ which was ſo cruell æ ſo fell, 
e that he killed and devoured men 
&> FDC = going fthzough + Fozreft. The 
ET mperour therefoze being right heauy, pꝛe⸗ 
claimed th2onghout all his Domintons, that 
what ſoeuer hee was that could flap the Boze, 
ſhould haue his onely Daughter to Wife, and 
there with his Empire after his death: and as 
this was in all places pꝛoclaimed, there was 
not one man found that durſt giue the aduen- 
ture, But there was a Shepheard, who 
E 4 thought 


The Seaven wile * 


thought in himſelfe, might J p boze overcome 
ſlay J, ſhould not only aduante my ſelte, but 
alſo all my generation 4 kindzed. Ss then he 
take his Sheapheards ſtaffe in his hand, and 
went tothe Foꝛreſt. And as the Boꝛe had of 
him a ſi ght, he zꝛew fowardst he Heardſman 
bat he foz:feare climed vpon a Wre and then 
the Boꝛe began to bite and gnaw the Tres. 


3 „ — 
2 K 1 — 


Bo the Heard thought thoztly that hee wauld 
haue duert zowne it. This Cre was loaden 
with great plenty of fruit, + the heard gathe⸗ 
red plucked therof, and caſt them fo the Boe 
inſomuch that when he was filled therewith, 
pe laved him downe to flepe + the which 3 


He heard perceiued, by little 2 little deſcended 
ere; and with p one hand he clawed the 
028, and with p other held{-imſelfe vpon the 
, and ſcefncg p the 4502e flept: very foundly, 
- d2ew ont his knife anv(motep Boze tothe 
cart and killed him: and ſo ſho:tly after hæ 
edded the Emperours Daughter, and alter 5 
ath of her Father, he was made Emperoz. 
gen laid ſh, My Lozd wot ye net what I 
zue ſaid: he ſapd right well. £hye laid ſhe; this 
ighty 15928 betokeneth pour mo nobie per- 
1 againſt whom may no man withftandre- 
er by wiledome, no2 with ſcrength. This 
heapheard with his ſtaſte, is the perſon; of 
"ar biigcafious Son, who with his (faffe of 
inning beginneth to piay with you as the 
earvfman clawed the Boꝛe, and made him fo 
rp, e after killed him: in the (ame manner 5 
Paſters of your Son by their falſe fables x 
rrations claw pon and gloſe with you, vntil 
e time that vour Son flap you, that he may 
Rigne. Then ſaid the ©mpercur, Godfo2bid 
at they ſhould doe to me as he did to the wan 
02e, and ſapd vnts her, this day my Son 
Wall die: and che anſwered, i' ye doe lo, then 
Me yon wiſely. Then the Emperour the ſes 
End time fitting in Judgment , commanded 
lead him to the piace of Execution appoin- 
K ted 


is R \ 
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ted foꝛ that purpoſe: and whilſt he was going 
the ſecond Paiſter came befs2e the Epmerou . 


| doing him great renerence; as betoꝛe he ſhewi; 
1 in the comming of the firſt maſter, to who ta 


| _ ſecond maſter ſaid, © mpLo2d, e Emperon 
4 if vou ſhould ſo lay your fon fo2 the woꝛzds 
your wife, it ſhall happeu wozſe fo pon, theu 

did ta a certaine night, which fo2 the won 

of his wife was vniuſtly put vpon the pille 
I The © mperone ſapd, O god Maiſter tell m 
1 dow that happened: & be ſayd my Load J ha 
not ſay it, vnles pou will call your onely & 
-from the death vntill the time that the Exaq 
ple be told, the which if it turne not peu fra 
pour purpoſe, the pour will be fulfilled. The 
the Emperour commanded Þ the Child ſhoul 
be called againe, and vnder this manner thi 
folieweth the ſecond Maiſter began to teil. 
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The Example of the {econd 
Maiſter. 
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Na city was an ancient knig 
which wedded a pong wife an 
a faire, as pe haue done, who! 
> k,-- loned above all carthly things 
ET bis knight was a very circ 

ſpec & caretull Pusband, inf 
Th 41, 
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Maiſters. 


ngtinch that enerp night he locked in the doozes 
rougzpith his owue hands, e laid the kepes under 
ewYis beds head. In that Cittie was a Lawe 02 
0 tia Tome, that at a certaine hourr in the night 
dul bell was vſedto be rung, that after the rings 
ng of the ſayd bell, if any man 02 mom an were 
euWy ß twatch-men found about ß Strefs, ab that 
020M int they ſhould be kept faſt in a pꝛiſon, e on þ 
— nozc6w ſet faſt vpon a Pilloꝛie that ail p peo⸗ 
le might behold and wonder at them. 
This fozeſaid knight had little mind 02 lan 
r fleſhlg derds, foz that he was vcr? old, and 
ight not ſafiate e perfoꝛme the deſires and 
appetites ofhis pong Witte: wherekoze ene- 
77 v night che (hating a Paramour, her huſband 
oumfeping)toke the ke pes fro vnder his beds -heay 
went to her lone, & whe dhe tame againe, al 
pꝛiuilp ſhe laid p kepes under nher Yusbands 
head, and thus plated ſher many times. 

So it happened vpon a night, that 5 krigbt 
awaked out from his flepe , and mifſev his 
wife, and aiſothe keyes vnder his beds head: 

bhere vpon he then aroſe vp & went vnto the 
does, and found them open, the which he tlo⸗ 


ed and boulted faſt within, and then wert vp 
Jagaine into his Chamber and looked gut at the 

co window towards the Strat: and when it was 
nere dap, about the Third Cockes crow, Ns 
Wike 
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Mike came from her beſt beloned, and foun 
the dwꝛe (hat & bolted within, the was the ſo) 
rowfnil, neuertheles ſhe knocked to haue com 
in. Then ſpake the knight ont ol the window 
O thou moſt wicked 4 vnc eane Ne, nom 

know 4 am expeit p mary a time p haſt fo2ſa 
ken my bed 4 gone 4 done adulterp, now tho 
ſhalt ſtand vntill the Beil be rung, 2 that th 
Watchmen wa take tee, 4 dow ties acco; 


ding to þ Law. Vis wife an ſwt res, my Lo2Y 


wherfo2e do ve lay y to me, f̃oꝛ in very troth 
taufe of my being abꝛoad was foz no cuill, but 
J'was called by my Pothers maid, e fetche 


J durſt not awake pon becauſe that ve are ol 
therekfoze J foke the kepes and went tan 

Mother, the which is ſaze ſick, that 4 feare 0 
mozrow ſhe mutt bee annovnted oz anneple 
notwithſkanding, fo2 becauſe that J would nal 
you offend, J haue haſted me againe vnto pot 
And haue — her lying in great paine e infit 
mit, therfoze J pꝛay you tos the lone of Gol 
let me in befoꝛe the Bell ringeth. The Knight 


_ anſwered, ve ſhal not ſo come in, pe muſt ther 


abide vr till the time that the Well ringeth. 
vntill that the watchmen come and take you 
then ſaid, the that ſhould be to vou, and to m 
and vnt3 all our friends and kindzeda great 


in the night, e wh Jfaw vou ſl ep ſo ſwærtly 


— - wy ap © V 


ſham! 


Maiſters. 
ame and rebuke, therfoze fo2 the reuerenee 
almighty Bod let me come in: then ſaid he; 


Hue in thy mind evill and falſe wife, how ok⸗ 


nttmes thou hag fozſaken mp bed and done 


ly dultery , it is much better that you (ſuffer 


W 
2 
tho 
th 


co 


ame, and bewaple fo? tip ſins pere in thts 
| 102d. then foz to ſuffer payne in hel. She 
id againe to him, J pꝛap pou fo2 the love of 
m that was crucified, & died on the Croffc,, 
ine mercy on me: The Hntaht ſayd , thou 


020Wboureft in vayre.fo2 thou ſhalt rot come in, 


h 
b 


t thou ſhalt tarry t'e coming of the watch⸗ 


Pen. She hearing that, ſatd: Pp Lo2d, you 


ow that by this dooze ſtandeth a Mell, if 
ue (ef me not come in, J ſhall therin d2zowne 


y ſelfe, rather then all my krierds ſhould be 


WYaned fo2 me: then ſaid he, would God that 
uon hadſt been d:ownd lorg befoze that euer 
ou cameſt in mp bed. As thep thus ſpake to⸗ 


ether, the Mone went downe «& all was ve - 

dark, then ſaid ſh?, if if will not ofther- wiſe 
A. ſhall d:owne my ſelfe, but pet befoze, like 
true chꝛiſtian woman, J will make my fe- 
ameut. Firff, 3 begueath to God my ſoule, 


er: mp Body fo bee buried in the Church of 
Pt. peter: and of all other things and gods 
at God. hath ſent me, J gine vnto vou to diſs 


ole foz my @onls,, after your wiledome and 
diſcretion 


The Seaven wiſe 
diſeretten. And when cher had thus ſatd, f 
went vnto the Mell, and there lying a grea 
Stone, with both ber armes thee {tifed it vy 
and ſaid now J d2own my ſelſe, and ſo caſt 
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Sone daſone info the well, and went agaim 
p2tniiy fd by the dooze: The knight bea- 
ring £2 noſe, cried with a loud voice, ſaving 
Alas, Slas, mp [wert wife is d2owned, andſs 
ve baTiiy came donne and ran to the Well, 
t hen ſher ſaw t at the doze was open, pꝛe⸗ 


ſenfip ſhæ enfre> in and locked the dooze, and 
went vp into the chamber, ano lay and lakss 
gut of the THindow: che Bnight God by tte 
Well, ans cried and wept biftecly, and laid 
ins Þ wit 


Maiſters. 


Mo be fo me, J haue now loſt my beſt beloned 
Wife.noww curſed be the time that 4 made fait 
e doꝛe againſt her: when the Laoy heard that 
Dee ſapd O thon curſed old Grevſard, why 


andeſt thou there at this time of tie night, 


has not my body to pon ſufficient, wherefoze 


2 . 22 N 
il S NU Mer! CAR ill 


| 


oe you thus goe euery night fo your harlots, 
d your who2cs, and leaue nip bed? 4s hes 


Heard the voyce of his wife, he was rigbe glad, 
Wed ſapd, bleſſed bee God that yet thee is not 


owned: But my god Lady, wherefoze doe 

on lay ſuch things againſt me, J thought fo 
jan chaſtiſed pon, and therfoze J locked fafk 
he doze, but in no wiſe J intended it fo pour 
erill, pe know well what ſozrow J made foz 
ou, when J heard pou to haue fallen into the 
Well, and therefoze J came thinking to haue 
jolpen pu. Mhereupon ſhe ſaid, thou lpeſt 


0 alſty, nener committed ſuch fanlts as thou 


£a- 
ing 
I 
It, 
ze 
ind 
568 
tte 
Lid 
ILL 


lapeſt to mee, but it apneareth by a common 
P2ouerbe , he that ig guilty oz cuipable hime 
ſelfe in a fin, he iudgeth every man fo be in 
the ſame, 02 elſe the Father neuer ſonght his 
Don in the Duen, ercept he had ben therem 
himſelfe: In like caſe conceiueſt thou a falſe 
ſurmiſe of me, but one thing J pꝛomiſe thee, 
thou ſhalt abide there vntill Þ watch-men do 
ome,and the bell be rung, that they may = 
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cher befoze the Judges to abide and (ufer th 
Law. Then ſaid the Knight, whecfoze lap pt 
ſuch things to me that am old, pmpotent an 
molt vnmet fo delight in ſuch game? J hau 
dwelt long in this City and neuer was. defz 
med, and kherkoꝛe let me in, that fa me oz t 
pour ſelfe ve do no ſhame. She laid, pe ſpealy 
in vapne, it is better that ye kozethine you; 
ſinnes in this woꝛlo, then in Hell, haue i; 
mind what the wiſe man faith, 4 pooze mal 
Pond, a rich man a Lyar, and an Old may 
A fle, God healeth: So be you a fle & rich, 
what nerd was it los von fo ſlaunder me, anf 
cannot be content when as pe haue the flower 
o my povth at pour pleaſnre, but yet-runnet? | 
to Yarlots, and therfoze it is the great grac 

of God, hat you haue time and ſpace to foꝛe 
thinke it, le: pe ſhould periſh 2 be dame | 
£02: moꝛe unnes and therfoze ſuffer: pour pen. 
nance patientip. The knight ſaid, O mp bel 
beloued Lady, although it be ſo, vet is Go 1 
mercifull, and he asketh nothing of a ſtrner 
but that he amend his like, & fozethinke him: 
| 

; 

l 

( 

f 


ſelfe, ard do pennance fo2 his fins. Now let 
me tame in 2 J will make amends, ſhe ſayd, 
what diuel gath inave you ſo god a p2eacher 
but ſo come pon not in: g as they thus ſpake, 
e rang and then te entreated very - 
nent!! 


Maiſters. 


zently,Caping, now ſuſfer me fo come in that 
7 b& not aſhamed fo2 euer: ſhe anſwered, the 
ringing of the Bell doth pꝛetend the health: of 
your ſoule. And as this was ſard, then pꝛe⸗ 
ſently came the Match- men about the Citp, 
and found the knight ſtanding in the Freet, e 
ſaid to him, O god man, it is not god that ye 
tand heere in this houre of the night. As thee 
heard the voyce of the Match⸗men. ſhee lapd: 
God fellowes venge meg on that old accurſed 
Mhoze⸗hunter, foz pe know whoſe Daughter 
Jam: This curſed old man is wont euer 
night to leaue my Bed, and go fo his Ahozes 
and Harlots, J haue a long time fo2bozne him 
and would not ſhew it, noz complaine on him 
to my friends, fo2-J truſted that he would haue 
amenved this miſrule, and it helpeth not: and 
1 N chertoze take him & puniſh him after the Law, 
'K that all ſuch old doters may fake example hy 
him. Then the Match⸗ men toke him, and all 
night chaſtiſed him in Pi ſon, and on the me2- 
row they put him on the Pillozp. Now ſaith 
Itbe Maiſfer fo the Emperour, Loꝛd, haue von 
vnderſtod what J haue ſaid, and he ſapd, right 
well. Then ſapsd the aiſter , If pou put᷑ to 
Noeath pour — by the inſtigation ot pour 


ae cite, it hall chance vnto von wozſe than to 
the Knight. 5 
W The 


The Emperonr ſaid, ſhe was the worſk wo⸗ 
man that euer A heard ok, that ſo falllp bzougbt 


it to the Empero2, and he went vnto her and 


The Seven wiſe 


her Pusband to ſhame and rebuke: J ſap vnto 
you maſter, that fo: the reaſon of this example 


my ſonne ſhall not die this day. The Pater 


ſaid vrto him, if vou do fo then pe doe wiſely 
and that hereattcr pon ſhall iop: ſo Jrommit 


vou to God. thanke pou of your patient hea- 
ring, and fo2 the ſparing. of your Sonne, and 


ſo 9 ASE 
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The third complaint oft the Emp preſſe 1 
More fall of cunning and Aigen 
bling ſorrow, then the 
former. 


2 e Hen the Empreſſe heard that the 
NA Vf Child was not dead, ſhee wept 
Az A bitferly, and entered hinto her 
7 V priup Champer , and fare her 
kin with her nailes, and With 
as a loud voyce.cryev, alas that e⸗ 
ner J was bozne, that 1 ſo great a Kings 
Daughter ſhould thus be entreated and ſha⸗ 
med, and thereof can haue no remedp: her 
Gentlewomen hearing this, went 4 ſhewed 


com 


Marſters. 


* 

comkoꝛted hee, ſaying: G Ladyz <r&pe not ſs, 

ne cry net, fo2 it betsmeth you 'not.UWho an- 
cmerd the tone that J haue and owe vnto pon. 
maketh me mode ſo2row, then the contempt of | 
the death: foz why? the inward lone of pour 
heart hath hitherto v2ohibited and leffed mee | 
that J haue not returned again into my comms © | 


frep, to my Father, but J feare if 3 thatl'ſa 
doe, it might turne von to harme, foz hee is | 


mighty to honour me with riches, and to res 
uege my quartell and deſpight in ſuch wiſe 
that you might repent it. Mhereto ſaid the 
Emperoz, let that . out of pour mind, nets 
ther repeat it any moze, faz as long as Jline | 
I thali neuer fails you. And che ſaid, Lo2d, 4 
pꝛap God that he map long line, but J feare 
mee that it ſhall happen to you as it befell to a 
Knight and his Donne that would not bury 
his Fathers head in the Church. ard, and pet 
his father was llaine fo2 him : then ſaid tho 

Emperour ſhew me that example, yow 

it was that he would not burp 
his Fathers head: the ſaid 
I ſhall doe it to your 


pꝛofit. 
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The thi ira Example of the 
Empreſſe. 


R the Citty of Rome there was 

2/2 a knight which had two Daugh⸗ 
ters and one Donne. And this 

e Knight: hadſo great delight in 
Hunting, Juſting, and Tour⸗ 

nep, that all things that he might 

win and get, he laid it and ſpent it thereupon 


In that time liued the Emperoꝛz named Octa- 
vianz which in his riches of gold and ſtluer, ex⸗ 


ceeded all other Knights e Princes, inſomuch 


that he had a Tower full of gold, and o2dained Þ 


a Knight fo haue the keping and charge there 
of, This knight that ſo haunted Juſting and 
other idle games, came to ſo great pouertp, that 


3 he was fo:ced out of the extreamitp of his ad- 


nerſe Foztunes to ſeli his heritage, and called 
to him his Sonne and ſaid, My Sonne, it be⸗ 
houeth me of your Counſell, foꝛ neceity and 
pouerty compelleth me to fell mine Heritage; 


.o2 elſe fo find ſome other Way whereby J may | 
liue: fo2 if J ſhould ſell mine heritage, both pon 
and your ſiſters ſhould periſh. Then the Son 
ſapd, Father, if yee can find any manner of 


meanes an ſelling of your Heritage, J 
_—y 


Maiſters. 


= fouldbe ready fo helpe you. The Father ſapd. 
A haue thought on a god counſell, The Gmpe- 
rour hath a great Tower kull of Gold, by nigdt 

time let vs goe thither with Anſtruments, and 
s digge and hew thꝛongh the Tower, and let vs 


„take ot the Sold as much as chall ſuffice- vs. 
Whereunto the Donne anſwered x ſayd, that 


Counſell cannot be amended, foꝛ it is better of 
- | fhe Emperours Gold to take, (fo helpe vs) 
t than to fell our Heritage. 


1 QB) 
FEEDS 3 


or ®othey aroſe vp both in the night, end went 
J fothe Tower, 4 with inftremerts they made 
1 hole th020W the Wall, and tote as muth⸗ 


© 3 Gold 


ond 


moze Gold. And as the Father went in ficft 


1 das ten and could not get out, he faid to his 
| — follow me not, foz ifthou doeſt, thou 


The Seauen wie 


Gould as they both could carrp away at that 
time, 4 tbe Knight payd his debts, and haun⸗ 


ted againe Juſts, as he did beſoze, vntill ail 


was ſpent and conſumed. In the meare while 


the keeper of the Treaſure went into the Tow- 
er, aud when he ſaw the Treaſure, ſtollen, 
and a great hole made thꝛough the wall, he be 
gau to ware ſoꝛe affcai», went vnto the Emo 
perour and ſhewed how it was bekallen · to 
whome the Emperoux ſapd all angrie, what 
needeſt thou fo ſhew that. haue J not delinered 
totd&# my Treaſure, « therfoze ol ther J will 
Aske it:? anon as the keper heard that, he went 


to the Tower againe, and ſet aſoꝛe the hole a 


great veſſell full of Pitch, medled with ofher 
gins ſo ſubtilly, that no man might come in at 
that hole, , but he muſt needs fall into that 


- veſell, and if he had therein fell, he could no 
moꝛe com out of it. Not long after the Knight 


had all the Gold conſumed. e ſpent, and went 
Againe with his ſonne.to the Tower, fa ffeate 


anon hee was fallen into the TWenell full of 
aitchfo the necke, and when he ſaw that hw 


=” 3.8 


cauſt not eſcape by any meanes: Zhen laid the 


Daune God defend that J ſhould not helpe 


pou 


as A. 22 Er. 


%” 
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Maiſters. 


vou: for it vou are found, wee are al but Bead, 
| and if that ye map nat be holpen by me; J hal 
| ſ&ke counſaile how that pon may bee delinered 


and holpea The Father ſaid, there is noue o--/ 


ther counſaile but with thy l woꝛd ſmite off my 


head, and as my body is kound without an 
head, no man walt know me, and ſo thou and 
my Daugdters may ſcape 4 auopd this wozloly 


ſhame and death. The Sonne ſaid; Father, pe 


haue giuen the beſt counfell: for if it were (0 


that any man might perceine any knnwliedge 


of you, none of vs ſhould eſrape that death,and 
if is expedient that your head be [mitten off : 


anon he dꝛew ont his Swoꝛd and ſniote of his 


Fathers head and caſt it into a Pit, and then 


went and ſhewed vnto his Siſters ali the mat⸗ 
ter, who many dapes after pꝛiuily be wapled 
the death of their Father. After this, the keep - 
per ofthe Treaſure came into the Tower, 
and founda body without a head, wherat hee 
wondꝛed (92e, and ſhewed it to the Empersur: 

to whom ho ſaid bind that body at the taile k 
an Yozſe, and ſo dꝛa w it thꝛough all the ſtreets | 
of the Citty, and diligently take gied herd it ye 
heare anp cry, oz weeping: whereſoener pee | 


heare that, hee is Lozd of the Bouſe, take all 


them, and the Body, dzaw them fo the Gal- | 
lowes and hang them. The which the Empe- | 
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The Seaven wile * 


roars ſeruants ful lle d — to his tom⸗ 
maundement, and as they came again if the 
houſe of the dead night, the Daughters ſee⸗ 
ing the body of their dead father, made a mare 
nailous great ſhzike, and wept pitteoufly, and 
as their Bʒother heard that, anon hee wouns 


ded bimſelfc with a Bnife, ſo. that great plen- 


tie ot blood came ont of the wound. The Dffis 
cers when they heard the cry, entred into the 


A 2:4 thus wounded: ſoz when my ſiſters ſaw 
my bio ſo avundantly go out as pou ſe, they 
began to wep and cry: ans when the Dfficers 


| ſaw the wound, they beleeued his words and ſo 


deceived, went their wales z hung the Knights 
boo vpol the Gallows where he hung along 
time, and his Son would neither take his bo- 
dy do wne from the Gallowes, voz yet bury his 
head. The Empzeſſe ſaid, vnderſtand ye 
, what J hane ſaid? The Empe- 
r6nr (aid, right 


well. 
* 


| houſe, demanding the cauſe of their clamour, M 
then arſwerd the Donne, they lament. becauſe 


Maiſters. 


The declaration of tke 
| Example. | 


Hen ſpake the EwpzeTe thus“, 
5 Wp E02d; J feare it will ſs 
BA: 8 "| chance to pon and fo pour Son. 
) 2 og J. This knight fo2 the love of his 
s Son was made poze, 4 firft hee 
Da committed theft, ard baake the 
rower: , Secondly, cauſed himſelſe to be be- 


aded that his chil dꝛen ſhould haue no ame. 


ter the ſonne taſt the head into a Diks, and 
ried it not, neither in Church noꝛ Church⸗ 
ard, and his body he ſuffered to hang ffill vp⸗ 
u thegatlows: If that he could not haue ta- 
n it downe in the day, hee might well haue 
Ine it in thenight: in the lame manner pe la⸗ 
ur night and dap, that ve may pꝛomote pour 
on to honour and riches, but without doubt 
 laboureth foz pour confuſten and deffrrictts 
, that he may raigne atter vou in pour Em- 
re. Therefo2e J adniſe vou that vou ſpesdily 
ke away his life, who lining, would ſudden: 
pꝛoue the deſtruction of yburs,the Empers} 
id, you haue ſhewed mee a god Example 
he Knights Sonne when hee had ſmiffen of 
Fathers Head, would not bury it: — 
| don 


The Seaven wiſe : 
doubt my Sonne (<:41 nof do ſo by me, but he 
anon commanded his Officers that they ſheunſ; 
leade him to the Gallowes, and they all obeyed, 
bis Tommandement haſtilp: as thep led him 
thzongh the Strets; the prople made great, 
nopſe and lamertat on, crying alas, alas, the 


onely Son of the Emperour is led againe to 
wards the Gallowes: and as they led him the 
Third Maicker named Craton ,; came riding ; a 

dil. 


vpon a Yozſe and as the Child ſaw him, her 
bow: Bowne his head to him, as though he hai 
ſaid haue mind vpon mee: the people cryed | 
ſaving. O god Batter haſt vou and ſaue your, 
Diſciple: and ſo he Imcte his hozfe with hij 
Spurtes, and haſted him to the Pallace. An, 
when he came bekoꝛe the E mperoꝛ, he honda 
bly ſaluted him who laid, thy comming hith 
ſhall nothing auaile the, fo: J thinks it long, 
vntill J be reuenged of th. The Maſter ſau, 
A hoped at my comming te haue been wel con 
and to haue had a better reward, e not ſo tot 
rebuked. The Cmperour ſaid as pe haue de 
ſerued, ſo it ſhall be to von. To whom he (ar 
Lord, what hane J deſerued? The Empe 
nr ſapd, pee right well deſerve death, foz 
luered you my Sonne well ſpeaking, an 
ell mannered- foz to bee infoꝛzmed e taught 


ye hane deliuered him againe vnfo me dum 
An 


k h 


: Maiſters, | 
d a Ribaud.To whom the Maiſter ſapde, 


0M}; that you ſay he is dumbe, that J commit to 
'Ped 
him 
[eat 


od, For he maketh the dumbe to ſpeake, aud 
e deafe to heare- But in that vou ſay. hes 
ould haue enfo2ced pour wife, that would 1 
ladlv know, if anpercature haue ſeene that, 


1998) there is no malice aboue the malice of a wo⸗ 


the@31, and that ſhall J pzoue by a god Exams 


my. that a Woman is full of falſhood and vri- 
ding nowne decceits , and if you put to death pour 
ha onne fo2 the woꝛds of pour Mike, it ſhall 


ppen vnto you, as it did to a Noble Man, of 


. | is Mike and his ie, the which he loued mar⸗ 


zillouſly. To whome the Emperour ſapd, 7 


av pou fell we, how that women are fully 


alice and leaſings: who ſaid J will not che 
„but ik pou will firft call againe your & 


oute n the death, then at your pleaſure: EL 


"Few the Example. Then the Empero! 


non made his Sonne to be called againe, 
and fo be put in pꝛiſon · Then the 
Maiſter began to tell the Ex⸗ 
__ ample in this manner 
and fo2me fol- 
© Towing. 
*r 


1 ; The Seaven wile 
I! e Example of the third 
21 #9647; Maiſter. 


pere was in a Citty a rich Bur, 
gelle that had a Pie, the which 
: 8 A * he loued ſo well, that every day 
bee teught ber to ſpeake Latin 
po Cp and Veb2ew: and when ſhe hay 

ee learned verp perfecklp to ſpeake 
9 thoſe two Languages, all that ſhe ſaw e heard 
ſhe ſhewed and told her Waffer* 


. 
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This pong man had a faire young Wife as 
110 baue, the which he loued much, but the on the 
| con / a 


1 


1 
& 


Maiſters. 


onfrary toued him not, becauſe he was nof of 
hat laſciuious per fozmante fo2 to anſwer her 
uſt s accoꝛding to the height of her deſtres, ar n 
zur /theretoze ſhe had another faire pong man that 
hich he loued avone her Puſhand, and alwsies as 
day her Yusband was out of the Towne about his 
im M archandize and other buſineſſe, che ſent foz 
har er beff beloued, that they might make ged 
abe chere together. The Pie as thee efpied that, 
ard told it to her maiſter at his comming home, 
in ſuch wile as the noiſe thereof ran all over 
he Citty of her Adulterp, wherefoze her Yus- 
and many times bzabled and chid with her: 
che anſwered him ye belene vour curſed Pie, 
which as long as the liueth, ſhall alwates make 
bet wirt vs variance and diſcozd:and he ſaid that 
Vie carmot lie, fo2 what the ſeth and heareth, 
bat chee felleth me, and there toze J beleeue 
ber moze then pon, It fo2tuned that this man 
Event into a farr Country about his Perchan- 
oize, and as ſone as hee was gone, his Mike 
ent fo2 her friend and loue to ſolace and make 
god cherre with him. but he durſt not come be 
day light, but abode vntill the Euening, leaſt 
that he ſhould be marked t ſeene of the people: 
and when the night was come then he knocked 
a hat the Gate, and ſhe was ready and opened it 


the and laid, goe in rely, foz no man n chall ſie you, 
ny and 


|| -rowthe pong man went early ont at the back 


7: $38 


did euen ſo, and they went vp bath and mad! 
a hole though the conering ofthe honſe, right 


The Seaven wiſe 


and he ſaid, J feare me that the turſed pie ſhal 
accuſe vs, fo2 by her ia cone great flaunde 
vppon vs thꝛough all the Citty; enter in the 
lapd boldly and feare not, and as they ſhoul 
paſſe thꝛough the Yall where the Pie was j 
her cage, the beard hin ſap theſe woe2ds, O m 
molt beloned. I feare me areatly teaſt that th 
pie ſhanld bew vs. And as the wife hear 
that, the laid, be ſtill fole, it is darke ſhe ma; 
not ſe you. Thenthe pie heariug that, ſai 
ik J le the not, J heare thy voice, & thai 
doſt wong lo my maſter, foꝛ thon ſlpeſt wil 
my Miſtreſſe, and when mp maſter commet 
IF ſhall tell him. The poung man hearing that 
ſatd, tould J not pou that the pis woul> diſce 
ner bs? undt e wife ſatd, keare not, foz thi 
night we will be auenged on the pie, and < 
they enfred into the Chamber, and flept toge 
ther that night. A bout midnight the Uife 1 
coſe and called her maid and ſatd, fetch me a 
Ladder and ſet it vp to the roofe of the Boule 
that J map w:eake meof the pie: the Mal 


ey 


<< £4 @< gow gmt ot , com ma TX 


= - 4) 2? wx > CPF £5 


—— 


ouer the pie, and there: thꝛongh caſt ſand, clay 
ones, and water vpon the pie, inlomuch tha! 
the pwꝛe pie was nere dead: and on the ma: 


HB 


25x 2Y 


Do; 


- Maiſters: : 


Poze. And when the god man was come home, 
as his cuſtome was, hee went and viſited the 
pie, and ſaid fo her, O pie my beloued Bird 
tell me how thou haft fared the whiles that 3 
Y have bene out? She ſaid Paſter J chailtell 
vou tidings that J haue heard; your Mike as 


one as you were gore, by the night time ſhe 


Jlet a man come in, æ as ſone as J heard that, 3 
told him that J would ſhew if to you af your 
Y comming home, yet notwithſkanding ſhe led 
him into your Thamier., and flept withhinr 


te bn all night: vou aſked mee alſo how that J haue 


done in pour abſence. and J lap to vou of a 
Itroth, that J neuer was ſo nigh my death as 3 
was that ſame night with ſnow, Haile, and 
raine that fell vpon meſo long together, that 
J was almoſt left fo: dead. The Mike when 
we heard that ſayd to her Buſband, Sir pon 
bel&ue pour pie, now pou may heare what ſhe 
ſaith, he complaineth that in the ſame night 
there fell ſo much ſnow, haile, and raine vpon 
her that ſhee was almoſt dead; and pet there 
was uone of all them that ſame ni; ht, fo2 there 
bvwas net in a pre a fairer, noꝛ a clœrer night 
then it was, and fherefoze from hencefozth be- 
læue her not. Theu went the godman to his 
neighbours, and aſked of them, if that night 
were any * 02 raine: they anſwered , 


that 
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that ſome of them had wakedall that night, an 


The Seuen wiſe 


in all » vere tnep had not ſeene a fairer night 
then went he to his houſe, and ſaid to his wil 
J haus found you in the truth, foꝛ the night wa 


very faire and cleare, as J vnderſfand of poi 


neighbours. Pon map now know of a frat! 
ſaid ſhe that the Pie is a lyar with her leaſtng; 


| he hath ſowne and made much dilcoꝛd betwir! 


vs, and mozeouer J am defamed though th 
Citty by her falſe leaſings. Then the Wurf 
gefe went vnto the Pie and ſaid, where fo 
haſt thou made lpes and falſe tales bet wirt m f 
and my Uife , is this the thanke that J hau | 
#02 the meat that J was wont to gine fhee wit 

1 

f 


my owne hands euerp dap, and thou haff all 
therby bzought my wife info great defamatio 
and diſgrace th2ongh all the Towne 2 The Pt 
anſwered, God knoweth J cannot lie, fo2 tha 
which J law and heard haue J ſhewed vnto v. 
then ſavd he, thou leet, haſt thou not ſaid vnt 
me, that in the ſame night was Halle, 4 not 
and Raine, that thou haddeſt neere hand (off th 
life, which is moſt falle And therefoe fron 
hencefo 2th thou ſhalf make no moꝛe leafings no 
diſco2d befmirt me and mp wife, and ſo toke 
Pie and bꝛake her necke. 

When as the Mike ſaw that, che was glad 
and ſaid, now haue pou done well, now ma 


Maiſters. 


dl we all our dates lins in reſt and peacs. Ans 
ve wen he had daine the Pie, he looked vp ann 
fl [aw in the top of the houſe a Ladder, and a veſ- | 

val (ell with water, ſand, and ffores, then as le be: 
du beld tha“, he perceiuep the falſhod of his wife. 
gland cryedwith a loud voice, woe be to me, that 
ac] {92 my Wines wozds J haue flaine my Pie, 
air and alſo my ſolace ard iop loſt, the which in al! 
ty things ſaid to me froth, And ashee had thus 
url done, anon fo2 ſoꝛrowhe left his Marchandize, 
fo and all his Houſe, and went towards the Holy 


Land, and neuer furned axcaine towardes his 
Mike. Then the Paiſter ſaid to the Empe⸗ 
Jrour, Sir, von haus under tod what J ſapd⸗ 
he anſwered, right well; the Maiſter ſaid, was 
hot that & falſe and curſed Wife, that lo by her 1 
fal od, deceit, and eunning, canſed the Pie ts iN 
ve llaine? The Empersur ſayd, in troth thee 
las full of fal ſeneſſe, it pittieth me greatly to 
thinke vpon the Pie, the which foz her true 
noll (iying , loft her life. Uerily J ſay vnts you, 
th that pau haus told mea very faire Erample , 
rolltberefoze this dap my Wonne ſhall not Die 
819 Then laid the Mater, Sir, pot do wiſe⸗ 
ke ly, andJthanke pou that you haue 8 
ſpared pour Donne this dur 3 Wa; 
my lake, and ſo to N HU 396 - 
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the bloody markes of his enfoꝛcement vpen my 


The Seven wiſe 


be fourth Complaint of the 
Empreſſe. 


2 NE Yen the Empꝛeſle heard that 
X {4 the Childe was not dead, ſhce 
% made great noyſe and crying, 
in ſuch wiſe that ſhe was heard 
thzough the Pallace, and ſayd 
wo be vnto me that ener J was 


N 


AY S . 


made Empꝛeſle, would to God that J had died 


when A was Firſt bought into theſe partes: 


when the Emperour heard the voice, and cry 


that ſhee made, hee entred info the Chamber, 
and comloꝛted her as much as be could, am 
demaunded the canſe of her lamentation, who 
ſaid, O mine owne Lo2d, haue you no wonder 
though that J bee in this ſozrow and agone , 
oz J am pour wife, and in your companie by 
pour Sonne J am aſhamed, and ye ſaw lately 


tender fleſh, and you haue pꝛomiſed me that he 
fherefoze ſhould be hanged, and pet hee liueth, 
whyerefoze ſhould J not be ſozry? the Empe⸗ 
rour anſwered, bee content and pleaſed, and 1 
ſhall doe iuſtice vppon my Sonne to mozrow 
but that 1 fozbare him yeſfervap, was at the 


meln of one of his holes by an example 
the 


**. 


Maiſters. 


then ſafd ſha, haue ye fozbtd fo dos juſtice fo: 
one woꝛd? were it ſo, vet ſoz a wozld pe ſghouls 
not let to doe iuſtice, and pe ſap fo2 the exam- 1 
ple of one Paſker, you haue leſt it. J feare me 
it ſhall happen fo poa, and with pour maſters 
as vppon a time it fo2tuied to an Emper our 
with his Deauen wiſe Maiffers, The Empe⸗ 
rour ſapd, J pꝛap pon tell mee that example. 
Shee laid, to what intent ſhould J labour in 
- baine? fo} yeſferday J ſhelved pou a god ex⸗ 
ample, and it auailed not, aud whatfoener 1 
thew ſoꝛ your honour and profit, that the Ma- 
ſters ok pour Son turne vp and down? to pour 
deſtruction, as in this pꝛeſent example J ſhall | 
clerelte ſhew pon: To whom the Emperaur 
ſaid. D mybeſt beloned Lavie, feli mee that 
example, that by the ſame Imap the better be- 
ware: fo2 though thꝛaugh my clemencp, J gaue 
one dates beneſtt of life to my Don, chall vet 
therefoze ctae him hislife, foz that which is de - 
ferredis not therefo:e fozginen; and ſhee ſais i 
gladly J all ew it to vou foz your p2ofit, e 
began to tell it as heceafter followeth. 
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The Fourrh Example of the 
—— 


51 Dmetime there was in the Ct- 
oy tie ol Rome ſeuen wile maſters 


\ 1 d gouerned and ruled, and the ©m- - 
3, perour that then was, did neuer 
5 attempt any thing without the 
" connſell of the Maiſters: Mhereupon they 
(perceiuing that the @mperonr was ſo affect 
and enclined to them, that without them hee 
* tvould not c2datine oz dee any thing) deuiſed 
bp theilt Art and Cunning, that the Empereur 
Gould clerety ſe as long as he was in the Pal- 


© ace, bnt as ſwne as he was out of the Pallace 


he ſhould become blinde: and that did they, to 
the intent that they might the moze freely haue 
the dealing themſeines of all things that ap- 
pertained to the Cmperour, bythe which they 
got and boon fo them great p2ofif ard incre of 
goods: and after they had made and w2onght 
the experiment, they could neuer change it, ne 
- bndoe it afterward, but the Emperoar above 
fill blind many pcares, And the ſeauen Pai⸗ 


ters made and pꝛoclaimed thzaoughout the Em⸗ 
pire , 


Maiſters. 


pire, that it any man had dzeamed ad;eame he 
ſhould tome vnto them with a Flozen of Gold | 
o2 Siluer, and they would expound and declare 
vnto him the interp2etation of his Dꝛeame: 
whereby, #by other vniulſt meanes they obtai, 
ned much moꝛe Subſtance and Morep of the 
a 18 
time when he late at the Table with the Em- 


People, then the Emperour did. Bo vppon 


pzeffe, he began ta figh a ſozrow in himſelfe-, 


and when ſh perceined that, ſhe inquired di- 
ligentlp of Gar the cauſe of his heauineſle and 


dolour: the Emperour ſapd, ſhould it not be 


hcauy and ſozrowfull vnto mer, that J ſo long | 
bane bene blind, and cannot ſ@out of my Mal- 
lace, and vet baue and find no remedie? Toe 


whome ſpake the Empreſſe and ſaid,'Lo2d , 


beare my Eounſell, and it ſhall neuer repent. 


you if pou do fhereaffer. In pour Court pon 
haus Seuen wiſe Maiſters, by whom pe and 


all the Empire is gouerned, ik von now behold | 
and marke this in peur minde, pie (hall ünd 
that they are the cauſe of your Blindneſſe and 
diſeaſe, and ik it be ſo, they are worthy te dra 
moſt chamefull death therefoze take herd to mx 
Counſelland aduice: firſt ſend foz them, and 
ſew to to them pour diſeaſe and infirmity, and 
thaeaten them on paine of their liues, that they | 


ſhould find ſome ſpeedy remedy to heiße yon of 


S 1 your 
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Ihe Se auen wife 
our fickneſſe and blindneſſe. This counſell 
leated the Emperour well, and anon he ſent 
oz the Maiſters, and when they were come, 
the Emperour anon ſhewed vi:to him his infir- 
mitie and blinvnefſe , and charged them on 
peine of death, that they ſhould p2eſently ſceke 


ſome remedy fo-caſe him therof. Then anlwe⸗ 
-  redthey ye deſire of vs a thing that is difficult 
And hard to be done thus ſhoztly, but gine vs 
4 1 reſpite ſoꝛ Wen dapes, and then we ſhall gine 
1 you our full anſwere. The Emperour was 
Fi Fl therewith well contented and pleaſed: Zhen 


Seauen wiſe Paiffers went to connſell , 


© | how they might reſtoꝛe vnte him his fight a⸗ 


gaine, 6 in no manner of wiſe could they finde 


the meant how to put away the blindnes from 


the Emperour, whereſoꝛe they were all right 
ſozrewfull, andſaid among themſelves, with ⸗ 
ont we finda remedy weer are alt but dead men 
Sothep went from thence thꝛonghont all the 
Empire, and ſonghtif they could find any res 
medy oz connſell therfoze. It happened them 
vpon a time going though a Titty, and in the 
middef the rot they found Childꝛen playing , 
and after them came a man with a EL alient oꝛ 


"Flozen of Gould, and ſaid to them, god Pal- 
ers, this night I haue d2rame3 a d2came, the 
inter pʒetat ion therof 7 would faine know , 

where- 


Maiſters. 


| wherefoze I'p2ay you ſhew me what it gnis 
| fieth, and fake this Gold to pou. That heard 
one of the Childꝛen that played among the o⸗ 
ther, who ſavd to him gine me the Gold, and 

| then A ſhall expound thy D2eame: The man 
| ſayd, Þ dꝛeamed this night that in the mid t 
of my Ozchard was a great ſpꝛzing of ivater,, 
| whereof came many ſmall 9p2ings , that alt 

mine Oꝛchard was full and overflowne with 


water: the Child ſapd, take a Spade and dig 


in the ſame place whereas ye thought that the 
water ſpꝛang ont, and there ſhall ve find an 
hood ot Gold ſo great, that ye and all pour 
Chhildzen and Lineage ſhall ber foz euer rich? 
the man did as the child had ſhewed him, and 
kound the Treaſure accoꝛding to his wozds. 
Then went the man to the Child and offered 
him a pound waight of the Gold that he had 
found, foꝛ the interpꝛetation of the Dzeame, 
but he would receine none, but committed him 
fo the pꝛapers of the man. The ſeauen wife 
Maſters, when they heard the Child ſo wiſely 
erpound the Dzeame, they aid to him, God | 
Child what is your name? He anſwer and 
fatd, J am called Marline. Then ſaid the Pa⸗ 
ſcers, we ſie ſurely great wiſedome in pon, e 
ſhall ſhew vnto you a ſtrange matter, and bf 
that we would glavly that ve could find a re- 


The Seavenwiſe 
medy. The Child ſapd, ſhew vnto me pour 


matter: and they ſatd, the Gnperour of Rome 


a3 long as he is in the Pallace he hath bis ſight 
very clere without any impediment, but as 
ſwne as he is gone out of the Pallace, he is ſo 
blinde that he cannot ſe: Now, if pe can find 
cat the cauſetherof, and giue pꝛeſent remeip 
wherbp he map be eaſed aud haue his, fight a⸗ 
gaine, pe ſhalt haue great reward and honour 
of the Empere:r. Then anſmered the Child, F 
know as meli the canſe of his blindnes, as the 
remedy. Then ſapd all vnto him, come with 
vs to the Empereur and pe ſhalt be rewarded 
fo largely that ve ſhall be pleaſed, To whom 


the Ehilde ſayd, J am ready to goe with vo: 


And when they came with tee Child beſo2e the 
Emperour, thepſaid bnto him: Wo2d, Ice here 
is the Child that we haue brought befoze pon 
the which thall fulfill yanr deſtre tonching the 
cauſe of vour blindneſſe, and the recouering of 
pour ſight: the Emperour ſatd, god Maſters, 
will you take it vpon pon and abide thereby, 
that the Childe ſhall perfo2ne this attempt? 
Then all ſaid ea, fo2 we be expert tahis wiſe- 
dome. The Empeto2 furned Finſclic towards 
the child and ſaid will ye vmdertake to tell me 


#407 foe cauſc of my biedere, and the remedy? 


+ , Em 


as *V 8 0 1 _ "Sv wv 


— 


Wccuants, take off the Clothes eff the Bed, g 


ee r i.» eee ee 


wh, TW as 9 Us * 


Maiſters. 


E aperour, lead me into your Bed⸗ chamber, 
Ind there J ſhall ſhew you what is fo be done: 


nd as he was therein brought, be ſayd to the 


the apparreil, and pe ſhatiſe wonders. And 
s that was done, they ſaw a Mell {(mozking 
hat had ſeauen Dpzings 02 Fiouds, the which 
zhen the Cmperogur ſaw. be maruailed great. 
p. The Child ſaid, pc ſe this met, and with- 
ut it be quenched, pee hall neuer haue pour 


qt, the Emperonr ſatd. how wap that Lee: 
e Child ſatd, but by one way: the Tmperoug 
d, thew Us then the meane, and i! it de pot. 

üble 


The Seauenwiſe 


ble to m, it ſhal be done, that J map recouei; 
againe my ſight, as well without as within, 
To whom the child ſayd, my Kozd, the (even 
Sp2ings of this Mell, are theſe ſeauen wil: 
Maiſters, who hitherto haue traiteroufly go. 
nerned you and pour Empire, and haue matt 
yet bitnd as pee be without pour Pallate, tha 
they pour Sudiects by extoztton might pill ; 
polle, ye not ſcing it. But now they know 
net the remedy, therekoꝛe heare you now w 
connſg ile, and this Mell Gail be qhenched ani 
ertina:ffrike off the firſt Maiſters head, ar 
non ye thall the firſt ſpꝛing quench, and ſo by 
o2der one after ansther , fill that they are a 
beheaded , and anon all the Spzings with ft 
rb, ſhall be vaniſhed and gone alway,and yi 
ſhall haue againe your fight as pee had bekozeß 
and when this was done and fulfilled, th 
UUell with Seauen Spzings was vaniſhes 
And as the Empcrour had his ſight again 
her made the child a great Lo2d. and gane hin 
great abnadance of gods: and after ſpake fi 
Empreſſe, my Lo2d, haue pe well perceiue 
this erample that 3 haue told pou? And hs 
ſayd pea in the beſt wiſe, and pe haue receitt 
a werthy and god example. Then layd ih 
in the ſame manner your Seanen wiſe Ma 


fers intend 6s do with vou, with their fall: 
narriÞ 


Maif ers. 


DUetions, that pour Sonne may raigue duet 
thin ir Empire; whtch God fozbiv. 


* 


Thie Declaration of the a 
Example. 


— — 


— AE 


— — 
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| Vis Well is your Don, where⸗ | 
”) | ont floweth Seauen Spinges, 
that ſignifieth the Seauen wiſe 
9 HPaifſfers, the which Some pte 
e may not deſtrep, withent the 
ſeauen wiſe Maiſters be made 
ble and brought to nought: that done, this 
Nell that is your Bonne, with all his wples 
l not eſcape, but let him faſfe that death 
oꝛeſhhich befits his deſerts, which are (hamefull, 
t he haue helpe of his Maiſters; and after 
Jeu ſequently the Seauen Maifters: and ſo you 
Sill Gonerne and guide pour Empire in ref 
Wd peace, The Emperour anon commarded 
s Sernunts to lead his Donne fo the Gals 
Wives, which they were loath fo doe. So was 
hohere then a areat Pultitude of people gathe⸗ 
ited with great noiſe and bewapling ſa that 
hahe noiſe came to the eare of the Fourth Mai- 
er named Malquidrake, the whichleapt vpon 
al a Yozle, qhalfed him tothe Pallace, where 
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The S eaven wile 
he met with his diſciple, and did reverenceſ 
bim, and commended him vato him: and w 
he came befoze the Emperour and had don 
obepſance and reuerence as appertamed, 
Emperour then anſwered and laid, Litt 
thanks ſhall you bane pon old curſed CTastiſ 
foꝛ ſo ill feaching my Bonne. Þ ago, 
my Sonne well ſpeaking and in all thin 
right vertaous, but you haue ſent him hoith 
fole, dambe, and a Ribaud, fozhe would ha 
laine with my Mife by fozce, and fherfoge! 
ves fozthwith together with him hall be hay 
ged. Then ſaid by Maiſter, my Kozd, I ha! 
not deſerued ſa ti! of you, God knoweth v 
your Donne ſpacketh not, in ſhozt time yt 
Wall percetae other things, but the time is 
yet come; but in that you ſay hes would ha 
8ppzeſſed your Wife, that. ts not truth 
P2@ued, neither fo2 one ſingle Perſon thou 
vou indge pour Sonne to death. It now 

the wozdes of your Wife ve iudge pour Down 
to die, it will be woꝛſe to you. than to a certi 

gulo man and his Mike, and that J Gall wi 
pꝛoue. To whom the Emperour (aid, thin 
you do with mie as ſometime ſeuen wiſe ! 
did to an Emperour Mherunto ſaid the Me 
fer, the offence and trcſpafſe of one, oz pet 
twenty, map not ſound fo the rebuke t bla! 


ry ———4 +. 2 .-* Py 


a a ..c-—.)De0 


Maiſters. 


N ether, buf ane thing of a troth J chal che w 

that euili ſhall tome to you if ve this day. 
5 your Sonne fo death foz the wo2ds of your, 
We, of the which J could ſhew a notable.Ex- 

„rie. Thea ſaid the Emperour, will pe reteit 


i: tes our learning: the Paiſter ſapd, it pæ 
l call againe pour Sorine from death, then 
„ rehearſe the Crample, oꝛ elſe not. The 
Apperour commarved that he ſhould be called 


Pine, and hee defiredthe Paifter fo fay, as 
"*Keafter followeth. | 


| The; Example of the Foil: 
Majlter. 


22 


pere was an old Knight (and a 
b fiobt wiſe man) that lin'd long 
, 277 < | without Mike o2 Child. Mis 

uy Jo [7 27 friends tame to him oftentimes 


and counſailed + erho2ted him 
* that he ſhorldtakea Wife. 
a The en thus ceunſailed, and Ntrred by 


triends ſs oftentimes, at the laſt he agreed 


them, and they gaue him to wiſe the daugh⸗ 
of 5 P3onoft of Ro M =, that was rich, ard 


Demelp grace and feature, whome when he 


d ſeene, anon pe was made blind and To 
n 


The Seaven wiſe 


in her leue, and began to loue her wmaruaile) 
well: and when they had biene married a 
taine ſpace togsther, and had no childe, e 
a time in a moꝛning it happened that the w 
to the Church, where the met with her moi}! 
who ſaid, my Daughter, how pleaſeth e 
vaur Marriage, and ponr Prsband? ſhe! 

right evill, foꝛ pee haue giuen to mee an i 
lame man to my diſcontentment in all reſyſlt 
J would you had the ſame time buried u 
foꝛ J had rather lie and eate with a Swift 
then with him and therefoze J may no lon 
thus indure, but J muſt needs loue anothiſ 
then ſaid the mother, God fozbid that my di 
Daughter, how long time haue J bene u 

pour Father, and pet neuer hither hau 
medled withſuch kwlichneſte? The Dang 
ſald, it is no maruaile, ſoꝛ von both mei! 
your gouth together, and the one tone ſolar? 
the other, but I can of him receine no man 

or eo2pozall pleaſare foz hes is cold, and on 
bed he lieth as Cill as a ſtane, oꝛ as a thing iN | 
moneable. The Pother anſwered, if you i 
anot ex tell me what he is? The Dangh}' 
ſaid, J will loue a Miet. Ta whom the 4F? 
ther laid, it were better and lefle ſin fo2 vou 
- lane a Bnigbt, 62 a Squioz, in choꝛt time 
would be weary of me, t affer that hes wap! 


Maiſters. 


oe me ſame, and ſo will not the P2ieff fozhe 
vill hold and keep his owne honuor and coun- 
ell, as well as mine, alſo ſptrituail men bee 
noꝛze true to their lo uers then ſecular men be: 


the mother ſatd, heare mp counſell, and it will 


th Noe god foz vou, old folkes ars wily, and fell, 
tempt your Yasband firſt, and if ye eſcape him 
1 withent doing pou harme, oz ſmiting, then loue 


ofthe Wiek. The daughter ſayd, J may not ſs 


* Jong abide. The Mother ſapd vpon my blef⸗ 
zin ung abide tiſl ye haue pzoued: The Daughter 


Ion laid, vppon your bleſting J will avide ſo long 
erlfill J haue attempted him, but firſt tell me how 


- v4 hall pꝛoue him? The Mother ſaid, hee hath 
lin his Oꝛchard a Tre which hee loueth much, 


aul tauſe it fo be ſmitten downe while he is out ac 
agi hunting, and againſt his comming home make 
neil bim a fire therewith, and if he fozgiue it you , 


aal then may you ſurely lone the P2zief. As thee 


zinfl heard the countclt of her Bother, hee went 
and home, to whom her Husband ſaid, where haue 


ij rou been ſo long? ſhe anſwered, IJ haue bene 
at the Church, where J met with my mother, 
md with yer J have a little talked aud cam⸗ 

e mund, and ſo began pzoperiy to diCemble : 
ul] after Mid day the knight rode fo2th to unt, 
then ſhe thinking vpon the counſell of her ma⸗ 
ber, went to the Gardiner, ae. 


The Seuen wiſe 


cut down this yong Tre newiy Yianted, 
map make a fre thereof to warme nip Loy 
witzatl at his comming from hunting, fo2 it 
a great winde and right ſharp told The Gar 
Etner kain, Padam that J will not doe, fea my 
Led laueth this Lr better than he doth: 
the ofhor Tree, neuertheies J ſhall well hen 
vtzu to gather woe? enough fo2 to make a go 
fre but in any caſe this J will not hew Bown 
As ſhee heard that, then boldlp ſhes tooke thy 
fre from the Gardiner and hewed downe the 
Tree her lee, and made the Gardiner wit! 


dr % 
r 


to beare it 00 0. —— when he 


Ly 7 cane from hunting hes was vecy cok in 
am 
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Maiſter s. 1 4 


and ſhe made a great Fire, and went and met 
wil h him, aud ſet him a ſtole befoze the fire to 
warme him, and as he a little while had ſitten , 


he perteiued the odour of the fire, and called fo 


htm the Gardiner and ſapd, J fle by this o⸗ 
dour, that the new plant burneth in the Fire. 
The Gardiner layd, Loꝛd it is true, my Lady 
pour Mike hath felled if downe: The Knicht 
ſat» vnto her, God fozbtd that my plant ſhonld 
be cut downe by pou;ſhe anſwered anon and 
ſaid, Lozd J haue done it, knowing the wes⸗ 
ther cold, and vou alſo cold, andfherfoze J haus 


LJoꝛdained this fire fo2 poar comfozt: and as the 


| H 


” 
oh 
lt 
10 


kN 
- 


A 
2 Io arienoufty, and began to cry woe, woe be fo 


ves Anon as the Knight ſam the wæping and 


71 1 


tol 
ani 


night heard that, he loked angerly vpon her 
and ſaid, O curſed woman, how waſt thon (o 
obdurate, relentlelle, and void of pitty, as ts 
hew downe ſo gentle a young Tre, the which 
thou knoweſt wel that J louen abone al mpp- 


tber Trees? Mhen be had ſo laid, ſhie began 


Ito weepe and ercuſe her ſelfe and ſatu my Lo2d, 
I have donc it fo2 pour awd, and do pon take it 


Peares of his UAife, and heard tbe cauſe, ha 
-| Wa moued with pittie ard ſaid to her, ceaſe 
ff your weeping; and beware how that pte doe 
anger me any mo2e, oz troubleme in anything 
Gat 31 lone. Che next - early in the wes 
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The Seyen wiſe 


He& went againe to the Thurch-pard, and met 
with her Pother comming home, and they la- 
lutod each other. When the Daughter ſatd fo 
the Mother, O dare Mother J will loue the 
Pꝛieſk, fo2 J haue atempted my Loꝛd, as pc 
comſailed m, but ali foz nought, fo2 he anon 
fozgaue it when he ſaw me aliftle wep. Then 
ſayd the Bother, though old men fo2 one time 
foꝛgiue, they double the paine another time, 
therefoze J counſaile pou. that pou pet once a- 
gaine attempt him. Then ſaid the daughter, 
I may no tonger abide, foꝛ J ſuffer much pain 
fo2 the loue of the Pꝛiett, that with imp tongue 
J tanaot tell it, therefoze ye ſhall pardon me 
will no moꝛe follow oꝛ doe after pour coun- 
ell: then ſaidthe Mother, fo2 the lone that the 
Childe Gould haue vnto the Bother; attempt 
him pet once mo2e fo2 pour Fathers bleſling, 
# then if ye goe quickly without any harme o: 
beating, loue the Pꝛeiſt, in the name of God. 
Then anſwered the Daughter, it is to mee 
great paine ſo long tims to abide, ueuertheles 
foz the bleſfing of my Father chal once mos 
attempt him, but tell me how J ſhall beginne? 
the mother ſapd J vnderſtand that her hath a 
little Hound that he loueth well, & kepeth his 
bed, caſt the hound mith ſo great might befoze 
oo face againlt ths Wall; that it dv, and if pa 
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Maiſters. 


eſcape without a ſtripe, oz that he 8 
it ligheily, then in the name of God, loue che 
Pꝛieſt. Then the Daughter C aid, J hall in all 
t hinges doe after pour counſell, ſoz there is no 
Daughter liuing at this day, that wauld moꝛe 
gladly haue the blefing of the Father and uto⸗ 
ther then J, and ſo ſhee bad her mother fare 
well, and went ta her houſe-againe, and that 
dap with great impoꝛtunitp and trouble ot her 
heart, ſhee bꝛought to the night, and whenthe 
night was come; the command ed the bed to be 
touered with purple and cloth of gold, while 
the night late by the ure: and when the Ben 
was made thus ready, the little Nound as hee 
was accutomed, did leap von the Bed,+(h 
foke him by the hinder legs, and {with a wand 
and malicious heart, ſhe caſt him againſt the 
Wall, that it lav Will dead: when the god old 
anight ſaw that, he was maruailouſp- angry 
and laia with a loud voice to his wife, Þ tho | 

moſt cruc{land ſpiteful ef all wicked women, 
aw couldeck thou fine in thine Feat ta 2 

that gentle hound that 3 loued ſa much: U. 

[aid fx, haue ve not ſene how, the hound with 
his ſet (coming, out of the mice) hath berayed 
our Wed that is ſo nich, .conerey wifh 
Jager, know von on that J loued much better 
2 : vip 


and J counſaile von that ye beware how that 
went fobed fogether. 


and went to the Church where She met with 
her mother, to whom when ſhe had done reue⸗ 
rente as it behoied, the ſaid, Mother now will 


bout in vaine, fo2- yew wift what, and how 
much paine that J ſuffer foz the Pꝛieſts lone, 
ye ſhould rather helpe me, if ye loved mee. The 
and J chall neuer let you mo28. 
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mylitle Boundfhen the bede when che hears 
that, anon che began pitioullp to wepe, and 
faid, wo be to me that -cuer J was bore, foꝛ al 
chings that J ds foz the beit, it is all turnd in⸗ 
to the wozff. The knight out of the treaſute of 
bis godneſſe and pitty, would not ſafer the 
weping aud lamentation ofhis Mife, but fo: 
that he loued her ſo well, he ſaid vnto her, ceaſe 
pour weping, foz J foꝛgiue it you altogether: 


pe diſpleaſe mee from hencekoꝛth, and ſo they 


Upon the mozro\w ſh aroſe vp bery gxrly, 


J lone the pꝛieſt, fo2 J haue attempted my 
Husband the ſecond time, and all thinges hee 
hath ſuffered. The Mother ſaid, O my dere 
daughter, there is no cruelty o2 falſhod abone 


the cruelty of old foikes, and therefoꝛe J coun- 


ſell yon that you vet once moze pꝛooue him, to 
whom tze Daughter anſwered, mother pe la- 


ther ſaid, heare me daughter this one time 
other ke Thinke how 
vou 


Mailters, 


| Pb haue ſucked milke out of my bzeaſts, and 
the great paine that J ſaffered fo2-you- af your 
birth. by theſe paines my dere Daughter, A 
deſire and charge pou , that pon denie not this 
good petition, e J pꝛomiſe to God no moꝛe to 
let you, noꝛ hinder you of your intent, but ra- 
ther to helpe you ther eto. Then anſwered the 
Daughter, it is to my great paine to abſtaine 
mee, and fo foꝛbeare my ſelte ſo long from the 
ione of the Pꝛieſt. NeucrtheleCe fo2 the great 
charge that ye haue laid to mee, e alſo fo2 that 
pe haue made a vow no moze to let mee, but to 
farther me, tell me how J ſhall attempt Him 
J hall once moze gine the adnenture. The 
Mother ſays, J know well that on Donday 
next comming hee intendeth to haue vs all at 
dinner, and there ſhall be pour Father and J, 

t all our friends, with all the beſt of the Cit⸗ 
tie; and when von are ſet in pour place, s all 
the Meates are bzought and ſerued vppon the 
Table faſten on pour kepes pꝛiuily that hang at 

your Girdle, in the Table cloth, and then doe 
you faine to haue ſozgotten pour Knife, and 
ſay theſe mozvs openly: det whata ſhozt wir 
Jam off, J baue fozgotten my knife in mp | 
Chamber «& then riſe vp haſtily, and goe, and | 

the Cloath with all the meates you ſhall caſte 
debone and onerthzow- vpon the ground: and if | 
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1 5 all thankes fo the knight, and fooks their leaues 


"houſe. Upon the next day in the moaning the 
© Knight aroſe eartic and went to the Church 
' and heard Seratce, andaffer which he went to 
a Barbour, and (aid vnts him Dir, ars you er - 


The Seauen wiſe 


ve efcape withont paine, J make a vob fo 
God, that J thalt neuer let pou after · The 
Daughter ſapd, that (Hall J glavly doe, And 10 
toke her leave aud departed. The Feall daie 
came, and all as the mother ſaid was bidden, 
the leruants made ready 2 couered the Table, 
all were ſet at the Table, and the daughter ſat 
guer againſt her Lozd: ano when the Table 
was well ſerued with meats and ofher things 
therfo belonging, the Lady of the houſe ſayd 
with a lond voice, Der how fozgetfall J am, A 
haue left my knife in my Chamber, which 1 
muſt fetch, and ſo roſe vp haſtily. and dze we the 
Cloth with all the meat vpon it with her, and 
all the Gold Nellels, and @anuits fell vpon the 
ground: the knight wared ſoze angry in heart, 
but he foz ſhame dillembled befs28 his gueſts, 
and commaunded aiother cleane Cloath , and 
bother mrates to be b:aught, and with toy and 
mirth he ſaluted his Gueſts to eate and make 
good cheare. , that by him they were all made 
merry, The feat oz Dinner done, they gauc 


and departed every man towardes his owne 


pert 


N 


Maiſters; 


pert in blov-loffing, in what Laine that I will 
deſtre you? ho ſaid, Dir, J am expert in what 
vaine that pe can name in a mans bodg. The 


knight laid, 3 am well content, come with me, | | 


and wen he was come 1 houſe, he 2nfren 
info his Chamber where his wife lay in Bed, 
aid vnto her, riſe vp choꝛtly, then ſaid the, 
what ſhall J doe vpſo earlie, it is not pet nine 
of the Clocke? The knight ſaid, von muſt riſe 
bp, faz pou muſt be letten blod on beth pour 
armes: ſhe ſaid, J was neuer letten blod, and 
thail J now bl&d2-Zhen ſaid the Knight, that 
is troth, andtherefoze ys area foole: Nemem- 
ber pe not that firft pe hewed down my Tre, 


and another time pe killed um little Bound, e 


yeſterdap xe ſhamed me befozeall my friends 
and parents, and the Fourth is; if that J ſhonld 
ſuffer you thus to go on, ye Gould fo2 ever 
confouud and ſhame me. The cauſe h&ereot J 
conſider, that pe haue euill and wild blod with- 
in pour body, and therſo2e J will that the coz» 
rupt-blowd ſhall be-dzawne out, rhat vc from 
hencefo2th ſhall put me no-mo2e fo ſhame ano 
anger, and lo he cauſed fo be made a great five 
and the ſtood and cried, and held vp her hands 
toward, Heauen, and ſaid my, 1025 fo2gins 
this treſpalle, and haue pittie vpon me at this 
ants; and J ſhall neuer moze offend yon. The | 
F 4 * Knight | 
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Knight ſaid, pꝛap foz no mercy, foꝛ the mercy 
that God bath w2ought towardes thee at this 
p2eſent, is this, that except thou holdeſt ont 
thine arme ſkraight, J (hall ſon kane thp hart 
bled: and he ſald alſo to the Barbour, (mite 
hard, x makea depe hole in her arme, oz elle 
I (hail gine peu a great ffripe; then imofe the 
Barbour ſo ſoze that the blod came abundants 
ip out, and the Knight mould not ſuffer him to 
anch it vatiil the time that ſhe changes her 
colour in her viſage, aud as this was done, her 
bad it fo be ſtopped, and willed the Barbour to 
ſmite the vaine vpon the other arme, then ſhe 
cried with a very loud voyce, Byſwet Bus- 
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foznow JF die ; The knight anſwered, Mike, 
you ſhould haue thought vpon this befoze ere 
you had done fo me kheſe The euill tozments 
v2 deſpighcs: then cher held out her left arme 
and the 1Bazboz ſmote therin a great hole, that 
the blood came out right valy, and he ſuffered 
her to bleed vntil the time that the colour in her 
viſage was changed, and that the ſwounved: | 
Then lad the Knight, now bind her arme and 
anch it, and ſaid vnto her now go to bed and 
Nady, and thinke hencefozth how you map a- 
mend = —— oſ elſe 3 yaldzaw the blod of 
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v Parbour his reward and then ha went again... 
s ſito his owne houſe and his wife being vrder 

he hands of her maidens nigh dead, was ledts 
ec bed; Chee bad one of her maidens go to hex 
bother in all haſt, and ſap that J defire her to 
ome ſpeake with me before J die; the mother _ 
hen ſhe had beard that was glad of the 8 . 
taion of her Daughter, and came kafilp to 


er. Mhen the Daughter heard her mother 
he laid Þ mp moſt lweet mother, Jam alinoft 


cad, fo2 J haue bled ſo much blod, that J be- 


0 eue J ſal not eſcape the death. Then anſwe. 

ed the mother, ſaid J not vrta pou ttat ond 
nen are right cruell and fell, will pe naw ſous 
he Pꝛeiſt? She laid the Diuel may ths P2ieff 
zukound and ſhame, J will neuer love other 
at my husband; then ſatd the Maiſter to the 
;mperonut, E 02d haue pou briderfft ad my2and 
e auſwerd, right well, foz amongſt all other 


and, and J doubt net but if ſhe had done the 
fourth, ſhe would haut ſhamed him foz euer. 
Then ſaid the Maiſter, therfoze J counſaile 
du that y& beware of pour wife, leaft it haps 
en wozfe to you, which appeares moſt mani. 
ly in this example; if vou put to death your 
ly Some fo2 ber wozds pou ſhall be decei- 


hat euer J haue heard, this was the beit ern ⸗ 
mple. Thzee eniil dsds the did to her Mus⸗ 


ues 
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The Seauen wiſe 


ned in the end, and lo foꝛ ener pee ſhall repeal u 


it. The Emperoꝛ ſaid, truip Maiſter this dag 
my Sonne ſhall not die. The Maiſter ſary 
Mp 10307 thanke you, fiat pe fo2 mine Exe 
ample and my ſake this day haue pared vontſhe 
cuelp Donne. Wi 


The fift complain t of the Ii 
Empieſſe. 1 


Peay VC Empzeſle hear ing that t'che 
k Ciilde was not pet dead, fo2t?Yo 
with apparelled her ſelfe, æà cha 

J cauled her waines and Carts ti 
be ina readirefe as though thi; 
mould haue gone home into heiß 


owns Eddatry to her Father, fo2 fa haue cont 


plained of the great ſhame that was done vatdPi 
her, and vet could haue no remedy therof, That 
Seruants ſceing that, went and ſhewed to the 
Eimperotr,that fie Empzeſſle was geing tntoÞ! 
her Conufry: when he perceiued that he went 
ts her ſaying; whether are you going? 3 hoped R 
that pou had loued mee ſo much, that in all the 
wo:ld ye would haue ſougbt no ſolace buf wit! 
me. To that ſhe ſaid, that is true, and there 


foze J goe from you, fes J had rather heare 6! 


vou | 


* 
Mai ſters. 


pen ur death, than to ſce von die: without doubt 
Dae delight fo much te heare the ſe maſters, that 
ard, * happen vnto pon as it did to Octavian 
re Emperos, the which was lo conetous, that 
ont x poble men of y Empire barted him quick, 


mperour ſaid, dere Life dee not ſo, that as 
her time the blame to von 62 to me miaht e 
id. Then ſaldthe Empꝛelle, truly Hit the 
lame is voacs, fog hare pai not pꝛomiſed m 
Fay times that pour Dou chould dee, and pet 
e linethe and therfoze from hentefozth wil 
Jo 11928 beleœue por. The n ſayd the Emperoꝛ, 


J diccude, without great avuiſe, und eſpreialth 
eon his Son, vpon whome it is not miert bot 


eſſe to paſſe Zudgemtut, andtherefoze I ſay 
Bud p249 vou, that pe will teil me fomwhat by 
e which J may gouerne my like: fo2 it ts the 
hetter deſtruction of a king, without aduiſe, aud 
ay creetly to giue Judgment. Ohe anſwered 
1d laid, J will gladlp tell vou a 16table ex⸗ 
0 mple, ſo that from hencefo:thy@ will not bee 
theſſo:1etous, oe delürcus to hrare the maſtets, ad 
aithill began ko ſay in this foune tk * 
re N 
1 
ou 


The 


1d ülledhis mouth full of moritengeld. Zhe | 


 becometh not a King euerp taufe lightlie 


pon deliberation, good counſell, and aduiſed- 


8 


The Seaven wiſe 


K 9 ” . 
1 * nn K . — r 


W — 


The fife Example of the 
EE mpreſſe. Wt 


— — — 


r e 
: SETIEO «>, 0h 8 Ar ee Eg 
C F WP g E401, 1 4 C N 
- * en * r 
beg — > ww . ö — _— 
92 ol 
4M 


Ox Ciravianyvs the Emperodf t 
raigned in R © » s right rich, ane 
>>) couctous, and above ali thing X 
dee longer Gould. The Citizen 
of Ron x at that time did mut - 
— harme, t mary great oufrageſſ* 
fo other Nations, in ſo much that diuere Sid 
tions and Regions were moued and ffirred © 
gainff the Romaincs. In that time there waſ*0 
Pailker Virgilious, the which excelled in mag 
gicke, © in other Sciences all other Haitkeref g 
tte Citizens pꝛaped him that he by his art an 
cunning would deuiſe ſomewhat by the whic 
they of their enemies might haue warning aue 
knowledge befoze hand, whereby that these 
might pꝛonide fo2 themſelues the bettet. 54 
made by his art and Cunning a Tower, anf | 
aboue vpon the Tower did canſe to be ſet 
many Image, as in all the wo2ld were Rex 
ons Und P2oninces: and in the middeſt of fi 
Tower bee let to be made and ſet an Im 
which held in his Hand an Apple, - 02 a grea 
round ball of Gould. And euery Image” of th 
0 (| 
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Tower held in his hand a little Bell, and fob 
Ting and loking towardes his owne 20 
nce to him aſſigned? And as offentimes as 
p P2outnce would ſlirre and rebell againff 

de Romaines, ſo often turned him the Jmage 
eroi the Land, and rung the Bell: that hearing 
, ane Citizens of Rome armed themſelaes and 
tne that P2ouince haſted with all their might; 
senSeſame to ſubdue: and fo there was no rand 
wo great that could waeake them vpon the Ro- 
ageſſans, and therefoꝛe were they dꝛead and feas 
NaPÞ oner all the wozld. Alſo that Pailter Vir» - 
ed ill made f02 theſolace and comfozt of thepw2e 
Tople, alight that al waies burned, and by that 
me Pi. he made two Baths, the one or them hot 
the whichthe poze- people might Gath any 
alh themſelnes: And — other colde, in the 
Þhich they might fhemfelnes refreſh. Beftwixt 
a at light and the Waths he made an Jmage 
he anding,in whoſe fo:ehead was waitten, Dis 
hat ſmiteth mie, ſhall anon haue vengeance. 
The Image ſtod there many pteres, and atthe 
it there came a Clarke and he beheld che J+ 
nage and read the wzighting, and thought in 
— Iimſelt, What vengeance hx might find ther · 
0: J bel&ne better that ifany man ſhould 
ante ther, and that thou falleft therewith fo 
h he op, her ſhoald find ſome treaſure ao 
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thy feet; and there loze is the wziting. that 
man ſhould haue it. And the Clarks litt v pil: 
Hand and gaue the Image a great trokoth 
it fell to the around, and anon the light i 
aut and the Bathes were varithed awap, ai 
her found uo Wreaſure. The poꝛe kölke pel 
teiuing that, were all cezrowfull, and laid bi 
ter curſes and complaints vppon him, that f 
his fingular/ courtdaſneſſe hath deſttoped thi 
Image, andchath robbed vs of ſa great a ſola f 
and comfozt: herzafter allembled th2e Ginga 
the which by the Romaines had hene opp:rdeſſy, 
and faffered great wzonges, and went to tal 
Counſell with then of their Counfell, hol y 
they might beit be auenged ok the Romaines d 
am ſome of them ſaid, we do labour in vaine 
fo as long as there ſrandeth the Tower wit 
ide Images, we cannt doe any thing again! 


At the Counſell aroſe vp Foure Knights 
and ſapd to the Kings: we haue kheught on 
god remedp, how pe chall deſtroy the T owe! 
with the Images, and that foz to de and hing 
ab zut, wor will our lines ſet to pledge, tf that 

vou will beat the coſk. Then (aid the Kings 
What coſt chall we be at: Chey auſwered, we 
mut haue foute Tannes of Gold. Then ſalt 

8 take 'tze Gold and fulfill pour py 
miſe 
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nile: the knights koke the Gold and went fas 
al oards Rome, and when that they were tome 
vy zither; In the night without one ol the Gates 

in the Ditch fall ok Mater they daowned one 
a of the Tuns with the Gould in it, and another 
aß runne they dzo luned by the ſecond Gate, and 
peihthe Third Tunne they dꝛowned by the Third 
ei ate, and the Fourth Tunne by the Fourth 
lei Site they dꝛowned: and when they had thus 
thi done, early in the moziitng they entred info 


dladthe Citty at one houre conuenient, and as the 


naſſemperour went ouer to fhe Mart, they did 
evi reuerence as if behoned. The Emperour 
Iſceing them, demanded from whence they were 
Af what Science and what Dernice they could 
"Foe, and they anſirered, we are all of farre 
Countries, and Dath- ſavers ſa perfee, that 
"Fthere ts neuer thing ſo pziuily and ſecrefly 
J hid, but that we ſhall find it out by our d2zeams. 
„„Is haue heard that pe labour and haue plea- 
He ſure in ſach things, and therefoze came we vn- 
to vou, to know if ve had nerd of our Sernice. 
VI T;e Emperour ſaid, J tall pꝛoue vou, and 
Ik it be (ofhaf J find pou — pot ſhall haue 
*Y"Yof me great rewards and thankes. They ſaid, 
ve aske noehing fo2 our labours; but the halte 
A deale of the Gold which by vs ſhall bee found 
Za Te Emperour ſaid, I am verp well content; 
and 
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and thus they bad with the Emperour man 
| words. At night when the Emperour was ge 
ing ts Bed, they ſapd vnto him, By Loꝛzd, if if 
pleaſe pou, this night ſhall the oldeſt of vs (et 
bis Cunning a wozke and dzeame: Tye thin 
dap he (hall ſhew peu his dzeame, and whatjt 
ſtgaifieth: Tye Emperour fayd. go in Gods 
Aa ne. And they went koꝛth with great gland 
neffe, and all this night they paſſed ouer with 
great iay and mitth, vpon truſt they ſhould 
come to a god purpoſe. Mhen the third da 
was come they went earlie onto the Empe⸗ 
roar, the Firſt of them ſayd myLo2d, plea 
it von to goe with vs without one of the gates 
of the Citfy, and J ſhall chem where ther 
tsa Tunne fall of Sold hid, The Emperout 
ſaid, J chill goe with von, and ſ& il it be frut 
at you (ay. And when ther were come to the 
ce they dew out the Sunne that they be 
foz there had put, The Emperour When het 
ſaw that was glad, 2 gaue tothem their part. 
Then ſaid the Second Dreamer, my Lo;d, 
this night all J Dea ne: Then the Em 
perour fayd, God gie yo1 a god Dꝛeame 
The nert waht came, aad hee toke aut kh 
other Tenne and gane it to the Emperour, an 
take alſo his (ire- In litze manner did y third 


15 Foarth, vgon the which the. Emp 
Trout 


Maiſters. | 
rour was oat of all meaſure iavous and glad 5 
a9 e (ayd, he had not ſœne heretofoze fuch true 4 
18 expert Sonth⸗ſapers, 02 Dꝛeamets, as they 
en were: then lapd they altogether at once, as it 
bad bene out of one Mouth. © Py Lozd, wee 
N haue one after another d2eamed, the which as 


ods re haue ſeene, they be all pꝛoued, bat now if 


it pleaſe you that we may dzcawve all together 
I this night, we eruſt that to vs ſhill be hewep 
where we ſhall find a great quantitie and fab- 
ſtante of Gold and of riches: The Emperout 
i ſaid, God gine fo pon a god Dzeame, which to 
me and to you may be p2ofit:'ples Dn the next 
Ei mozrow they came againe vbnto the Emps⸗ 
e's rour, and ſaid to him with countenances fall 
ou of top and gladneffe; Mp Lozd, we bzing gov 
and pzofitable tivinges , foz this night in our 
lepes, fuch and ſo great Treaſure is to vs 
ſhewed, the which if you will ſuffer it tobe 
ſought; youſhall ve ſo much tnciched , that in 
Ittzis Mold ſhall be none like pon. The Ems 
i perour ſapd, where chould we find Treaſurer 
they ſaid vnder the foundation of the Tower 
that the Images ſtand vpon- The Empe rour 
an wered, God defend that. I buld foz lens 
uly deſtrey the Tower with þ Images, 
ee fram dur Enemies bee defen- 
Jed and warned. w_ laid to him age 


hurting of the Tower oz the Images. And it 


name st God and dde your bef, as you wil 0 


1110 * top ante x ere they came without the 
2 enſuing. _ When it was fallen, ant 
greatly. there was agreat bewailing thzangy 


your and aid, Lo2d how may it bee,. that thi 


The Seven wife 


Loꝛd, haue pe found vs in our ſayings other 

wiſe then true and rightfull. The Emperoz 
ſavy, nay: Oh Lozd laid they, wee with our 
owne hands thall giue out the Gould, withont 


. 1 —— ao ane 


is expedient, that ſecretly in the night, by vs 
it be done, 'fo2 dꝛead cf reſoꝛt and concourfe 
of the people, leaft that pe ſheuld run in the 
noiſe and clamours of them, and alls that they 
ſhould not take that god Gould away from 
yon and vs. The Emperour ſayd, go in the 


n 


= — 


can and J Hall to mozrow early come to you, 
Then Wenk they with top and gladnelle, and 

in thx night they were let info the Tower, am. 
then with great haſt and viligence they vnder⸗ 
minea it, and on the next day very early in the 
mozning they mounted vpon their Yoaſes, and 
rode againe towards their own Country with 


Rome, the Lower kell downe onthe 


che Senatozs it perceiued, ep [c2rown Y 


o'it all the City, and thep went to the Empe 


Tower is thus fallen, by ths which we dau 
alwayes Had. warning agg: of our Enemies 
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he ant inered and ſapd, to m came Fonre falſe 
deceiners, and fained them! elaes ( be Daths 
-F(avers, and that toe v coul fins treaſuce in the 
15 ardund. And they laid that vader the founda- 
tion of the Tower was hidden an innumera⸗ 
+. ble Summe of Gould, the which they thop!d 

: Rv1dccmnine without urting of fhe Tower oz 
e Emages, and J gaue f:ith fo them, and they 
ane deceinco me. They anſwered him, per 
„ane conefed ſo much Gould, that tog pour vn⸗ 
iciate couetouſnefſe, wee hall all be deffroy- 
d, bus LE psur couetonſnefe Hall fall vp⸗ 
en pour ſelfe: They tone him z led him ko the 
Cap itell, aud laid him on his backe and poured 
| b Wend full of maulten Gonld, ſaping to 
5 . pon haue deſtred Gould, and therefa2s 
e chali dzinke Gould, and alter they buried 

eim quicke., Not long aftct that, came the 
remie againſt the Romaines, and ouercame 

id veffroved them all, Then ſaid the Em⸗ 
etre vate the Emperour, haue pe my Load 
. erample well vnderfood? and he ſapd, 
icht well: Then ſapd thee, the Tower with 
be Images is your Bodp wich Fine Wits + 
As long as you doe liue, there is none ſg har- 
rte trouble 02 make warre bpon you, ne vp- 
an your peoplo: that hath. your . right 
ell vader? with his ſeauen Paiſters, and 
8 2 With 
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with their falſe yarrations of Fables, ſai} 


The Images are your flue- 


| lace, and came befozethe Emperour, and( 


" Lozd, Jhavenot deſerued fo die, and fo; 


in ſhozt time ſhall finde: and that he ſpeak 
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how they may. deſtroy von: foz; you are que 
much coue*ous fo heare and incline to them 
intomuch that . they ſhall bndermine you, a 
calt you vnder fote, and. bzing pon to nough} 
its, that be « 
loff. And foz as mach as you bee ſo Child 
and foliſh, they ſhall deſtroy and flay you, an 1 
your ſonne ſhall obfaine your Empire. 
The Emperaur ſapd, pee haue recited ? 
mee a god Example, wherefoze it ſhall n a 
bappento me, as it did with the Tower, by” 
my ſonne firlt this day ſhall tatke the bittern 5 
of Death: To whome the Ewpꝛelle ſapd, 
E do ſo, pe ſhall ſped well, and ling lay 
ppan the t. ird bay hee commaunded him 
be led to hanging, and as he was led to war 
the Gallowes, came riding againſt him vp 
an Yoſe, the Fift Maiſter towards the Pi 


f 


0 
le 
70 
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luted him with all reuerence, but he del pi 
his ſalntation and put him in fears ok his lil 
And the Maiſker ſaid vnto khe Emperour, r 


deſpiſe my ſalutation it is not foz pour b 
nour, foz pour Bonne hath not with vs be 
of ſuch Condition as pee repute him, as! 


Maiſters. 


t, it is of his great wiſedome; and know 
that hee ſhall well ſpeake as his time com- 
"Hicth, though that he now ſpeaketh not, as pon 
* 1 chozt time ſhall heare: But, foz as much as 
Mit he would haue ſhamed your Wife, that 
læue nat, toz ſo wiſe a man as he ts, would 
aer attempt la ſhamefnll a derde, and if ver 
at him te death foz your Mines wo2des, ve 
e not eſcape without ſhame and vengeance 
Ie as Ippocras ſcaped not without vengeance 
Ii the death of Galienus his Coſen. The Ems 
- \F:ronr ſaid, that would J faine h2are and vn- 
erstand. Then ſaid the Maiſter what would 
un maile me fo tell you this nar ration fo; your 
Poet, it in the meane ſeaſcn your Bonne ſhall 
ie: Wherefoze if pæ will call againe your 
Ponng, it ſhall be diſconered at your pleaſure, 
rd after doe as you thinks beft. The ©mpe- 
rour bad call zgaine his Sonne, and (ef- 
him in P2ifor: and then began 
the Paltker to tell on this 
manner as hereafter 
follseweth. 
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ealled Caliemis, the which he loued much 


Salienus was of an erceliert wit, 
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Maiſters. 


deience of Phiſicke. . TAhen Ippocras percat- 
Len that, in as much as he could, her hid from 
him his cunning, fearing that he ſhould ercell 
him in that knowledge foꝛ the great wit that he 
was off, As Galienus ſaw this, he ſcudied and 
erertiſed, in ſo much that in ſhozt time he had 
A jerfec cunning in Phiſicke,. fo2 the which Ip⸗ 
5 Pocras enuied him much. It happened vpon. a 
time therafter that the King, of Hungary ſent 
is meTengor. vnto Ippocras, that v6; ould 
ame vato him foz to cure his Sag... lppocras 
ercuſed himſelfe and would not goe, buf; len t. 
. coſen Galienus with his Le 525 of. Ine 
Io: bis not comming. And when G was 
1 tome befoze the Ring, hee was 1 
tune receined, and they maruailed. whp 
I Ippocras would. not come? Mes excuſed. 112 
= (aving, that he had many great things ta doe, 
and he might nof come, but he bath ſont me in 
auff his ſtead, and with the hel pe of God J.ſhall 
as make whole the Child: .that-pleaſed.very well 
cell che King. Galienus went fo the Childe, and 
arj when her had ſeene his Wine, and touched his 
Pounces, he. ſayd ta the Aucene, O excalent 
bo Pinceſſe J-p2ay you 155 # ſuffer my wozds 


thigand tell mee who is the Father of the Childe 2 


lie ch ſaid,. who ould be his father but my Loap 
thſthe King? Calienus ſaid, A am ſure he is nat, 
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The Seavenwiſe 


the Father: ſhe anſwered, if pe will Cay that 

foz a troth, I ſhall canſe pour head to be ſmote {ſhi 
off; he. anſwered, J ſap once againe, that this 
king is not the Father, and J am not ther foze 
come ither to loſe my head, fo2 J haue not dr⸗ 
ſerued any ſuch reward, and ſo was going bis 
way. The Queene ſpake O good Maſter Ga. 
lienus, if ye wiil keepe it fecret and not difconer 
me, 4 (hall hem and open vrto you my heart. 

The maiſt er laid, God defend that from me, 
that J to anp per ſon ſhould ſhe w it, and there - 
fozeD Noble Queene ſhe w it boldiy to me, fo: 


it chall neuer paſſe my mouth, and afferwards ſſh: 
IA challeaſe and make your Donne whole: thee 


ſaid, if ye do that, ye ſhall haue a god reward 
of me, and therfoze heare what J ſha!l ſay. By ; 
fozture J tame hither vnfo my Lo2d, the king 
of Burgandy, e he was ſo long conoerſant with 
me that this childe by him J bare: Then ſaid'Þ 
the matter feare pe not, J knew that it was [a Þ 

befo2e, canon he gaue the Child medicines , Þ: 
and compounded  thinges whereof fo eate and 
b:inke and the child was eaſed of his infirmt-. 
tie. And when as the K 1 N 6 heard that the 
Thild was cared and recovered of his ſicknes, 
de cane vnto che Pater a god reward, buf of Þ 
the Nueene he | ſecretly receiued a great gift, 

and a ſpeactall thanks, and ſo went his way. 


And 
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And when that hee was come home, Ippocras 
Ibis Maiſter demaunded ok him ſaping, lath ve 
is Ibeheld the child? and he ſaid pea: then afked he 
Ibim what he gaue him, either compounded, oz 
Incompounded things. Then ſaid Ippocras that 
woman of the Childs not true to her husband. 
that is troth ſaiy Galienus : Then Ippocras 
vas moned with Enuie, and thonght in Limes. 
t. elfe, if there be not found a remedie, mp Sci- 
mice ſhall na moze be ſet by, but he ſhall be na⸗ 
med and pzaiſed above me. And from that dap 
2 Nozward, hee bethought him and aduiſed hom 
Pe might lay him. Uppon a day Ippocra cal-⸗ 
led him and ſaid, come goe with me fe ſeek and 
gather hearbes in the Garden, fs whom he laid 
maſfer J am ready: and when they were come 
into the garden, Ippocras ſaid, J felethat th's 
earb is right vertuous, ope downe e gather 
id me of it, and Galienus did ſa. And as they went 
bout the Garden, ſaid Ippocras, now J wel 
erteiue the odour of this he arb, that it is bet⸗ 
er and moze pꝛetious then Gold, and tl erfoze 
tape downe to the greund, and d2aw him out 
With the roots, fo2 it is much worth: Galienus 
Towed zowre himſelf to pull out the Bearbe, 
f nd Ippocras dze o out bis knife and killedhtm 
» ter that; Ippocras fell ſick to the death, that 
the frengty of his body failed him, ans did ag 
d much 


The Semen wiſe 


much as he could to help himſelfe, but it mond 
not bee, and as the Schellers and Diſciples] ge 
heard of it, they went haſtilp veto kim and did 
al chat they might oz cond doe, fo2 the p2ofit 
of his health, but it aua ed them nothing. 
 UWhen Ippccras thus perce ined he ſaid vn. 
to the Schallers, goe fetch me a great Tunne, 
and f ll it full tothe bꝛinkes with water: and 
when they had ſs don, he ſaid vuto them, make 
ko therein an Bund:ed Holes, and when that 
was alſo dene, there went none of the Mater 
gut. Then laid Ippocras, beheld my moſt deere 
Diſtiples, how that the vengeance 'of God is 
fallen vpon me, as pe may openly [&, fo2 in this 
Timn? ate an Vundzed Holes, and yet goeth 
not Cereont any dꝛop: right lo there commeth 
no bertue out of the hearbes to helpe mee: and 
therefo;e what pou doe onto mee helpeth not, 
foz Þ muſk die: But mp dere Childꝛen, it my 
Nephew Galienus were now aliue, hee could 
heale me, whom J haue flaine, and that arie- 
veth me ſeꝛe, etherfoze the vengeance of God 
commeth vppon me; and this ſaid, hee tnrned 
him fo the Wall and gaue vp the Ghoſt. Then 
ſaid the Maiſter vnfo the E mperour, Mp Lo2d 
vnder ſtand pe wel v hat J haue ſaid? he anſ we⸗ 
red yea, right well: what hurt had it bene te 
vm if Galianus had lined? 


Ths 


Maiſters; 

The Dailfer anſwered, if had bene right 
god foꝛ Ippocras at that time, had not hee dp⸗ 
ed, and therefoze by right wiie tudsement of 
G O D, his Medecine anatled him not, and 
therkoze J che wed to pon, that it ſhali happen 
wo2ſe to pou, if that pou put to death pour (ors 
foz the words of pour wile, who iu time of rs⸗ 


nd Nceſlity ſhall afift and ſutcour peu: and confi- 


der yes not, that ye haue after the fir} Wife, 
wended this Mife that pee now haue, and ſs 
yee map the Third + Fourth, and neuer chal! 
ye haue a anp efthem ſath a ſonne, that Gall 
keepe and laue you from perilt; ihr Emperour 
(atd, truly he Gail net die. 

Then laid the maſter, then do vou that which 
both becomes the wiidome of vour peres. and 
the Kopalty-of pour Perſon, and J commerd 
you fo God, and J thanke pon that pee baue 
this dap fo me (pared pour Sonne. The Em⸗ 
persur ſaid, J marke this well, that women 
are crafty ans ſubtill, therefoze 3 will not £03 
vou, but fo2 my ſelle, laue ſes S 
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The Sixt complaint of the 
Empreſſe. 


eben as the Eupzeſſe had know⸗ 
N 9 4 ledge thereof, ſhe ſhewed her 
W I ſelfke ſo froward and impatiert a 
2\\ VA VAC bodp, that all th:if ſew her oz 
OV: Ly: heard her, wondzed and ſapd te 
s the Emperoar: pour Mife ſhee 
pineth awap her ſeife, as thoagh ſhee woulde 
choꝛtip die. The Emperour hearing thereof, 


went to het and ſaid, wherfoze (god Lady) be 


pe ſo impatieat: ſhe anſmered ſaying, O oz 
how ſhoald J bold it in when Aam the Onely 
daughter of a hing, and pour wife? and in your 
company J haue vad a great deſpight « ſhame 
and continnally pe haue p2omiſed me to puniſh 
him, but pet pe perfo2me it nok. The Empe⸗ 
ronr ſaid, J wot not what J chall do? pe laboz 
from day fo dap to haue my Son put to death: 
and the Paifter labours to ſane his life: and 
amongt all tbeſe J know well that hee is me 


not. Then ſaid ſhe, this is the cauſe whereof 4 
complaine, that ps beleene the Maiſters moze 
then you doe me, andtherefoee it ſhall þappen 


fs 


bo ce AT FSC YA rs 


Donne, but where the trotb is, that J know 


Maiſters. 
- | to you as if did foa King with his Steward. 
Then ſaid the Emperour tell me that example, 
peraduenture it may moue we the ſoner fo put 
my Don to death: ſhe laid, gladlp, but J par 
pon giue attention fo what J (Hall [Fs and be 
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| here was a King matt P20UD g de⸗ 
| fozmed in his Uiſage, in ſuch wiſe 
that all Women hated him. This 
King thought to veffrop all Rome, 


and 
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ond to take and carry away the Bodies of Pe. 


ter and PAV I: who while be was in this 
minde, called 70 him his Steward that was 
"Eight tetret with him of his Pꝛiuie Counſell, 
and ſaid vnto him, goe and ſreke a fapre Mo- 
man, that this night may ſicepe with me. The 
Steward anſwered, £Þy Lo2d pe know well 
your infirmity and diſeaſe, and that no woman 
will doe euill without a great Dum of money, 


The king ſaid, thinke ye that foꝛ my mony, 7 


will want one? Pane 7 not Gon'd and filuer 
insugh: thongh if were a thonſand Flozents, 
J would it gladly gtue. The ſteward hearing 
that, was anon ſmitten with couetoutneſſe, 
and went ko his owne Wife which was right 
faire and chaſt, and of god kindzed, and ſaty to 
her, O mp god wife my Lozd deftreth and co⸗ 
veteth to to lepe with a faire and beautiful 
woman, and will not fozbears it, though that 
Gi ſhould aſke of him a Thoutand Flozents, 
and hath commanded me fo pꝛonide him one, 
and thzrefo2e-7 counſaile pon, that ye to ve get 
that Money The Wife ſapd, were it ſothat 
the K 1 N were not ſs pʒaud and fo foule ot᷑ vi- 
ſage, pet would J not ts that euill conſent, fo; 
the finne again} Gay. The Steward ſapd, E 
toumkfaile and command pon, and pꝛomiſe pon, 
that without ve conſent to me herein, pe ſhall 
neue! 


—— 
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neuer hereafter haue god dap with me? her 
hearing that frembled, inſomuch that koz feats 
che conſented. vnto him. 
Che Steward then went te the King and 
laid, Sir, J haue found out a faire woman and 
ſher is come of a very good Banſe, which will 
f net leſte haue then a Thouſand Flozenfs, and 
U in the Enening ſhee chall tome and early in the 
Mozning che muff away, that ſhe be nof ſcene 
et the people, The King anſwered and ſaid, A 
5 1 well content. When the night was come, 
the Steward led his Mife to the Kinges Bed, 
and made faſt the doꝛe and ſo wont his way: 
earlie in the Mozning the Ste wars aroſe and 
1 þ ment to the King, and ſaid, Oy Lo2v, it will 
hes day within a while, it is god that pou per- 
fozme pour pꝛomile, aus let the, Woman gas: 
the king ſaid, this woman plesleth me ſs well 
that ſo lone She chall not depart from mee. 
{hon he heard that, he peparted thence al ſaz- 
tie, and tarried but a while, but cameto the 
King againe, and ſaid, my Lo2d, the mozring 
is come, therefoꝛe let the waman go as J haue 
2omiled her, leaf the be aamed: the King 
aid, vet hal not ſhee goe from me, and therkoze 
goe gut and hut the doze againe. The Ste- 
ward riaht ſo2rowfull departov, und went vs 
11 [93d downe with an heauie and angrie Doe. 
by 


The Seuen wiſe 
till that the faire and the clerre day appeared 
and t hen hee entred againe into his Chambeys 


and ſapd, Py Lo2d it is cleere dap. ſuffer ti 
woman to depart, that ſhi bee not therewit 
aſhamed. The King anſwered, J ſay ta po 
of a froth, ſhe allnaf yet depart, fo2 her com 
paup is to me right pleaſant and acceptable 
The Steward hearing that, could no longe 
fozheare 02 holde his owne counſell but ſatdt 
fs aing, O my good and grafions Lozd, 
beſecch vouſuffer her to depart, koz if is min 
owne Wife : The King hearing that, ſayd t 
him, open the M indow. And when if wi 
open, the faire and bright dap appeared, and 
beheld the woman right faire and goodlp, ani 
perceiued that it was the wife of the Stewart 
and ſaid to him, O thou ſtaine to manhod, an 
ſhame te thy creation, why haſt thon foz (6 lit 
tle mony ſhame and vndone thy fafre and go 
wife, and haſt deliuered her unto me vnwit 
ting? Therefore haſte the and get thee gon 
out of my Kealme, and neuer mo2e hereaſte 
come in myſight, foz from hencefozth if eur 
JF mav ſe the, thou ſhalt dy the moft ſhame 
and hozcrible death that euer can be imagined 
When the reward heard that, hs fled his wa 
and durſt not abide, and was neuer ſv hardis 
any mo2e to came into the Realme. And th 
kin 
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ed ing kept that Wife all his life time in great 
honour, and gaue to her plentie of all thinges 
Ithat to her behoued and appertained. 12 
| After that, the Ring cauſed ts be gathered 
Iind aſſembled a great and mighty army ot pu- 
illant men of Marre, and ſo zee went ta the 
Lity ot Ro u x with great might, and beſieged 
he Citty on ali ſides, ſo long ,vntill the Ro- 
nans would haue delivered to bim (toꝛ to haue 
cpartcd 6. witho2awne himſelke ftom thence ) 
Fi: bodies of the holy Apoſtles Peter @ Paul- 
Then was there in the Cittie @eaucn wile 
haiſters As pee haue now, by the courſell of. 
phom all the City was gaided and gouerned. 
ind the Citizens came to them and ſaid, what 
Halli we now dee? it behwueth vs that we gine 
Into your deadly enemies, the Wadpes of ths 
(Fol'p. A poſtles, oz elſe the Cittie. Then anſwe⸗ 
ed the firſt, Maiſter, J ſhall with my wildome 
1d cunning this day ſaue the Citty, + the ba⸗ 
ies ofthe Apotties; and ſo ener one ol them 
02 one dap paginiſed. to doe the: like, In like 
anner as pour Maiſters haus pꝛomiſed pour 
onne. With that the i ing began to afaulf. 
h: Eitty en all- parts: theu beganne the ſir. 
laiſter to lay and to alleadae ſo ſwiſelx, fes t 
me peace, that the Ring t hat day leſt his al- 
uit, ano withdzew himſelf a Uttle from the 
9 Cifty 
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City, and lo did all the Maiſters do one alter 
another, till the laſt. UAnto whome came the 
3Surgefres of the Citty and ſaid, O Maiſters 
pee ſhall vnder ſtand, that the the King hath made 
his dat h ſwozne, that fo mozrow with all his 
Pmfance and ſkrength hee will haue and win 
the Cifty, oz elfe wee muff bee all in teopardy 
fo loſe our lines: therfoze in acquitting of pour 
p20miſe, defend and kepe vs from danger, like 
as pour Fellowes befoze you had done. Then 
anſwered the Maſter, and ſaid, be of god come 
kozt and feare not, foz fo mo2row A ſhall by 
my cunning ſhew ſuch a woꝛke and operation, 
that the Kino and all his puiſſance and might 
Hall fie awar and leave the Siege. The next 
day the King made and gaue great aſſault vn⸗ 
fo the Citty: Then went the Maiſter and cloa- 
thed htmſelfe with marnatlons ffrange veſkure 
hauing therin the feathers oz kailes, of Pea- 
cockes, and ok other Foules of diuers colours, 
and foke two bꝛight ſwoꝛds in each hand one, 
and went there with and food vpon the hig hel 
Tower of all the Citty, and began fo moone, 
and turne e2 ſhew himſelfe about on all partes 
towardes the Boat, ſo that thep might all be 
hold and fee him: and he held in his month tht 
two bꝛight Swords that marnailenſly ſhined: 
hep without of the kings Yoſt, beholding — 

. ay* 
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(aid vnto him, O King, behold vpon the vighs | tl If 
eſt of yonder Tower a wonderfull thing! yea f 5 
quoth he, I ſe it right well, it is maruailous, 5 
but what it is J know not: they ſaid, it is the on 
Godof Ch2ifian folke , that is come out kk 1 
Heauen vs to flap and deſtrop with his Twa 994 
woꝛds, if we any longer abide, The king heu- 
ring that, frembled foz feare t Taid, what hal! 
we do? there is but one way, and that ts, that 
we anon goe and depart. from hence, leaſt that 
their God avenge himſelſe vnon vs, then-be» 2} 
gan the King with all his Boat to flie: Not- i 
withſtanding there was no need, but that thexg 
of the Paiſter were beguiled and deceined - 
And when tbe Romaines ſaw that, they haſtu˖g 
purſued after, all armed in good. Dzdinance, « Il 
the King with many of his people they killen 
anddeffroved, and inthat manner by great ſub⸗ 207A] 
tilty ofthe Maiſter, was the mighty king with 
bis Armie ſuboued. Then ſaid the Empzeſs 
to the Emperour, Nez, - per haue vnder ſtood 
what J haue ſaid; he ſad, yea, very well, mit) 
good attention. She ſaid, now pe have hearn | 
what I haue ſaid vnto you at the begin ng of | 
this Narration of the Steward. that the,King | 
truſted ſo much, which, fo2 couotguſnetſe..of | 
Gold ſhamed his owne-Wife, and he foz that 
was dziuen and u "or out of the Land: 1 
ant 4 2 69 
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like manner pour Sonne foz the deſire and aps 
petite that he hath to the Empire, intendeth 'o 
confound and deſtrop pou. But whiles pou biz 


in your might and power, doe with him as the 
king did with his Steward, If von will not 
put him to death then put him out of your Em⸗ 
pire, that yor without feare may live in ſafe- 
guard of pour life. And haue pon not alſo heard 
how the king Tay befoze the Citty-of Nome, 
and how he was by the Wiſe MAISTEBRS 
detetue d and ſcozned, and that he with his fol- 
towers were killed and flaine? In the ſame 
manner the Seauen Wie Paiſters intend fo 
deate with you, and by craffy Miles 4 ſubfil- 
ties to deceine port, and in the end traiterouſlp 
fo murther yon, ſo that your Son map raigne, 
E be whole Gonernot of pour Empire. Mher⸗ 
vpon anſwered the Emperour, and ſapd, that 
ths!l not be ſo, foz to mozrow my Bonne ſhall 
dye. Then he tommaded his Hernants that 
fozthwith they Gonld lead? his ſonne to execu⸗ 
tion. Mhen the people had heard theſe ty- 
dings, they gathered themſelues fogefher in 
Arsat fropes, much lamenting and bewayling 
the death of the Emperours Bonne: And fo 
ſwye as the Wirt Paiffer had heard fherof, he 
haſtes him fo the Emperdurs Court, and falt- 
ted him with much regerence, but hee tokeall 
9 5 thinges 


that he was bound to an hoꝛſe vaile, t dzawen 


| Emperour ſaid, fo2 the loueaf God ſhew mer 


Maiſters, 
thinges very dil dainefullp, and thꝛeatned bim 


that he ſhould be put fo death with his Sonne, 
| fox that he was with them made dumbe, and 
| f Rpbaude, which was ſhewed towardes his 


Mike. The Paſter ſaid, J haue not deſerued 


to dye with your Bonne, but to haue great and 


large gifts, foz hee is not dumbe, as pon (hall 


heare within Thee dapes, ik hee may line ſo 


long: But if you put him to death foz y words 
of your wife, then hail J marnaile at your 


| wiſedome, and without doubt it hall happen 
ko yon, as ſometimes it happeued to a knight 


that ſo much allowed the ſayings of his wife 


th2oughout all the City fo the Gallawes. The 


that Example, that J may the better beware 
of that peril: that will Jnot doe ſapd the 
Maſter, without you doe call againe 
pour ſonne: then he commanded. 
fo call backe his Son, and the 
Paiſter began as 
followeth. - 
(**) 
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The Seauen wiſe 
The Example of the Sixt 
'f Mater, 


* > 


> 3 D ntiwes there was an Empe- 

=, rourof Rome which had? Thees 
Knights whome he loued abaus 
al! others, and in the lame Ci- 
ty there was an ancient Knight 
that had wedded a fapze young 
Wife, which abone all other thinges he loned, 


as por! doe the Empeeſſe: This Lady could 
ſing right well and melodioufly, and with ſuch 


ſwetnefſe, that many dꝛew to ber Houſe, and 
defiredher company» It befell vpon a ſeaſon, 
as the late in her honſe, her viſage turned into 
the Street that the might ſer them that went 
by, and began (ſwetly to ſing, that allfolke 
delighted to heare her. By chance came that 
Wapes a knight of the Emperour⸗ Court, that 
heatd her voyce, and beholding her with a wil- 
ling minde and attentiue care, hee was erce- 
Dinglp taken in her lone, and then entring in- 
8 her houſe, fell into communication and talk 


with her greatlp, but chiefly of loue; and ay | 
mongſk all other kulke⸗ be; demannded of her | 


What 


4 
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next day ſhe ſung againe in the ſame place, 


Court to come by that ſame way, 


/ 
0 
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ſuhat hee ſhonld giue vnto her to ſlepe by her 


{be one night? the anſwered him one Pundzed 


 Flozents. Then ſaid the knight, tell me when 


1 ſhall come, and 7 will giue you an hundzed 
Flozents. Sir knight, quoth ſhe, when J haue 
convenient time J ſhall ſend foz pou. The 
if foztuned the ſecond knight of the Tmperozs 
the which 
likewiſe was ſmitten in her laue, and he alſo 
pꝛomiſed her an Hundzed Flozents; fo whome 
alſo ſhe pꝛomiſed to ſhew him a time pꝛouided. 
The third day alſo there came to her a knight, 
and he in like mannef was taken in her loue, 
to him likewiſe the conſented, and he pꝛomiſed 
her an Yandzed Flozerts, tf that ſhe would but 
giue him knowledge ofthe time, which the alſo 


pꝛomifed. Theſe thꝛe knights haue ſo ſeeret⸗ 


Ip ſpoken with the Ladp, that not one ot them 
had any knowledge of anothers comming bnfo 
her. Now the ſaid Lady that was ſo malici⸗ 
dus and deceitfull, came to her Husband, and 


laid, Sir, 7 haue a ſecret matter to ſhety vnto 


you, wherein ik pee will follow my counſatle, 
gut neceſſify and ponerty you map largely ze- 
leiue. Then the knight replped , tell it to me, 
4nd J will kepe it as ſecret as my life, c ful⸗ 


| fill fo the vitermoſt cf my power. She an- 


2 4 wered 
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ſwered and ſaid, Che knights of the Empe · 


rours Court haue bene with mee of late, ont 
after another, in ſuch wiſe , that not one © 


them knoweth of any others counſell, and each. 


Knight hath offred me an Yundzed Flozents. 
Might we Thee Hundzed Flozents get, and 
no man haue knowledge thereof, ſhould it net 
be to vs a great helpe, and our pouertp be well 
releined? Then ſaid the knight, fozſooth pes, 
and thereloze whafſocuer pon ſhall counſaile 
mee to doe, J ſhall moſt willingly perfo2me , 
Then ſatd ſhes, thus doe J gine you canuſaile, 
that when theſe knights ſhail come with their 
Flozents, you ſhall and behind the gate with 
pour DWo2zd dzawne in your hand, and as they 
come (being that they come one after another) 
pou ſhall flap them, and ſo we ſhall haue thoſe 
the Hundzed Flozents that they bing, with. 
oat any mans knowledge thereof. The knight 
anſwered, O mp molt beff beloned Mife, 3 
feare that this euill cannot be hid, and then we 
could therefoze ſuffer death ik that it mere 
kRnowne. She anſwered and ſaid 3 ſhall this 
wozke beginn, e and J ſhall make therof a ao) 
end and feare it not, Myoen the knight ſaw 
; Char che was ſo hardy, it cauſed him to bethe 

moze bold; then chee ſent fo2 the firſt Knight 
4 bse càme to ber anon Withont any farryint, 
fo 
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| to the gate and knocked, and ſhe asked it he had 
bꝛought the Yund2ed Flozents, hee anſwered 
and ſaid, yea, J have baonght them with me: 
Then the led him in. and he had noſooner en- 
tered, buf that her Yaſband muͤrtber d hin. 
Jmmediatly after came the Second knight, 
who in like manner was flatne. And net long 
atfer that came the third knight whom he alſg 
ſew; and hauing finiſhed their Bukchery, they 
conueped their murthekred bodtes info a ſecret 
Chamber fit foz that purpoſe. Mhen thep had 
thus done, the knight ſats vnto his Lady. © 
dere Mike, if that theſe dead bodies Gould be 
found with vs, wee ſhall die the moit tſhamefr:! 
death that can bee tmagined, foz it is not poſſt - 
ble but that theſe three knights will be miſles 
it the Emperaurs Court, and great ſearch and 
quiſition will be made fo2 them th20ughonf 
il! this TCittie, where they are become. She 
11ſivered and ſaid, ſir knight, I haue now this 
Wozke begunne, and ſhall thereof make a god 
end, feare if not, as 3 haue ſaic befoze, This 
TLadie had a Bꝛotber, the wich had the whole 
gouernemont of the wealth of the Cittp, that 


wen the nights watched in the Streets with his 


fellowes: ſhe ſtod at her gate and called unte 


ht her Brother, and ſaid vuto him, O my moſf 


7, Ibeff beleued 15;other, J haue a ſecret matter 
| : the 
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the whlch z would make knowne vnfo por tt 
and therefoze come in with me and J will re 
late it vnfo pon. And when that he was en 
tyed into the Bouſe, the Ladie receiued hit 
frienoiy, and gaue him Wine to d2inke, any, 
ſapd, me b&loned Brother, this is the cauſ 
that J haue called pou, fez J haue much neel 
of your connſaile. The bother anſwered ant 
ſayd, ſpeake it boldly vpto mee, & whatſoeuet 
map doe, te my power. that chali be af you! 
deſire without letting. Then (915 the vnto hi 
pefferday came a knight in god friendſhip, vi. 
_ afterwards he fell info ſach wozdes and vari 
atice with mp husbard, that he few him, am 
bee lpeth here in ny Chamber 2: Now m Un 
derte 3B2other, wee haue no man that wee ing! "my 
pat in truſt but onelp you, and if that this deal a 
body be found iu gur houle, we ſhall be put t "ſt 
death, now chee made mention but of one. Def 12 
Bꝛot her fayd vnto her, deliuer him vnto we in gat 
a lacke, and 7 (hall beare him to the Dea: ſho "% 
bearing that, was full glad thereof, & deliue al 
red vnto him the body of the firlf knight; ht att 
fooke if and went withall a god pace, and cal y 
Him therein. And aſlane as this was done he * 
came againe vnto his ſiſter, and layd vnfo he "* 
giue mee now of the beſt Mine, foz vou are q. a 


him quit, ans ſhe gaue bim thanks, and mes ttt; 
ink 


Il 
t 
4 
In! 
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to her Chamber as though thee had gone fo? 
re Hine, e began to cry out with a loud voyce 4 
eng: knight that was caſt into the Sea, is come 
him arne: As her Brother heard that, hs won- 
1 ed ſoze,anm ſaid, giue me him, J ſhall re if 
will riſe againe, ⁊ foke the body of the ſes 
1 knight (ſuppoſing it had bene the body of 
"Ye firftknight) and went to the Sea, 4 with 
great Tone he dzowngd him therein. That 
on Gs he wet againe 14 his Siſters houſe 
d ſapd, now fil! me a cup with gab Mine, 
ati 
ant 


6g 


IJ have d2owned him lo derpe, that hee hall 
mer come agatine: then ſatd the, thankes be ko 
mbed⸗ aud went againe to her Chamber, and 
0 ned her to fetch Mine, and cxyed with a loud 
en ice, Alas, woe be to mee, hee is riſen againe, 
ti come out of the Sea: And as her Brother 
be eacd that, with a great marnaile ſaid, What 
ol catll is this knight that J haue calf into the 
ſb ater, and vet not withſkanding he is come as 
ns ane? Deliuer him me the third time, ard F 
„all ſe if hee will come againe : Then thee 
Jive to him the third knigbt, which hee did bes 
eue to haue bene the rt, and went without 
ze Citp to a great Fo2reff, and made # great 
Fire and caff the knight therein. and whei he 
has almoſt burnt , the B2other went thence a 
le diſt ance ts doe his nde. When came 
1 there 


rold what had happened fo him, and ſaid no 
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there was a Ku'ght that would ride ko the cif, 
where tn the mo2ning they (ſhould haue a Tou 
ney and Jufftag, and if was cold weather 2 
darke aud he was not farre from the Citty, 
when he had a fight of the fire, he daew therty. 
t Ughted from his Yo2ſe, à warmed him. TY} 
watchmen came and ſaid to him, what art tho 
The knight ſapd, J ama gentle knight. ti 
ſpake the watchmen e ſato thou art no knighſl a 
but aDinel. fo; fir} IJ calt the into the wal 
the ſecond time with a great ſtone 3 d2oivn: ka 
the, and the third time J haue put the in thy 

Fire ſuppoſing thou hadlf bene barnt, andy 
thou ſtandeſt here, and then he fwoke the knig 
with his hozſe, + caſt them both inta the Fit 
A*t:rthat he went againe onto bis Differ, a 


a 


d! 


Ap 
gb. 


| 1 
(Dl 
thi 
ot 
4 
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b2tng me of the beſt mine, fs2 after that J h. 
burnt him J feund him againe by the fire wi 
a hozſe, + J haue caſt them both into the fi: 
t by this His Siſter peccetued well that he h. 
burnt a knight of the Mourney - who ant 
bzought Him of the wine abundantly, and aft 
bs had well dzunken he went thence. Not lo! 
time after there fell a great debate and conte 
tien betwirt the knight and his wife, in (6 
wiſe that he (mofe Her. ſo that ſhe had tndigny 
tion theresf, and wared angry, and ſapd, th 

ma 


Maiſters. 
mp might heare if, O wzetch wilt thoa kill 
e as thei haſt done the th2& knights of the 


7 


duhnperours: certaine men that hearing, lard 


Ads on them, and bzdught them befo2e the 
t uperour, and the woman conkelled that ber 
tand had flaine thꝛe knights of the Empe- 
— _ t how her fooke from them thee Buns 
ho d Flozents. And as it was thus in treth 

nd, both were wawne at an hoſe taile, and 
o ned vpon þ Gallowwes. Then ſaidthe Pai- 
" to the Emperoꝛ, haue pou vnder ſtod what 

Jane ſaid : He anſwered, right well: J fay 
t tertaine, that wife was the wo2ff woman 
d! t might be of all women; fo2 firff the moned 
iA ftirred him vp to murther, 2 afferwards 


i 
je conered him. The Maiſter anſwered ec ſaid, 


no ou put your Sonne fo death by the adniſe of 
h Dur wife. The E mperont ſaid, my Son 
hall nok die ist, The Paifter 
hearingthat, gane thankes ts 
. Emperoz, and foke 
teane and went 


his way. 
1 


The 


"Ythout doubt it hall happen vnto you wozle,. 
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J 
The Seauenth complaint of 
the Empreſſe. 


— — — — — —— * ——— — mY — —— — — 


Pen the Empꝛeſſe heard tha 
% Doan of the Emperour was 
2 lining: as a. mad woman ſhe 
to the Emperouxr weeping { 
Mi A crying, ſaying, O vnhappy ! 
| woman, alas, what ſhall J do 
mut needes flay my ſelfe that am ſs. ſham; 
and ns puniſhment. there vpon done: the E 
perour anſwered, God defend, fhat you ſho 
haue minde on luch a wicked deed, but ſut 
a4 while and yoa ſhall haue a good end of pe 
cauſe. She anfwered, fr, the end ſhall beet 
fo2 of that ſhall, follow to you t᷑ me great c. 
faſton. The T:nperoz ſaid, leaue ot ſach tal 
She ſaid, Lo2d, it chall come 0 pau and pt 
Sonue as it happened vnto a Ring and fo + 
Steward. J pꝛay pou fell me that -: naked 57 
taid, 7 will gladly tell it, but J feare that f 
will heare me no moze: Foꝛ the nert day! 9 
Seauenth Maiſter ſhall ſpeake, and ſage v 
Sonne kram the death as the other Sire of 
kellowes hane done. And the next day ai 


3 
1 
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hat pour Son ſhall ſpeak, of whoſe wozds pon 
h3il haue $4 fake ſach toy and delecation, that 
12 lone betwirt vs ſhall bee wholy foʒzgotten 
nd waſhed away. The Emperour ſaid that is 
npoſſible fs me, fo2 J ſhall neuer foꝛget your 
zue. 

ha Then ſaid ſhe, O my beſt beloned Loꝛd if it 

is ieaſe yon, J will tell pon one erample, by the 

e Which pon ſhall beware befoze of many perills 

g Ms come and eſpectally of pour accurſed ſonne, 

? ho intendeth to deſtroy me by his Paiffers- 

doY The ©mperourſatd, fell on your Tram- 

me ple: And the Empꝛeſſe beganne fg 

E tell ofthis as hœreafter 

ho _ * followeth, 
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Here was ſometime a king, kl 
which loned his Uaife abone al 
> 2x things, inſomuch that he cloſe 
"Ig 6 of her in aſtrong Caſtle, and he! 
SP We] bare the keys of the Cattle him k 
celte, the Lai was there! 
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gicht heanie and comfoztleſſe. Now in karre 
conntrepes there was a valiant knight, thg 
phich in the time lying in his bed, dꝛeamed af- 

r this manner: he thought verily that he ſaw 

ne of the faireſt Aucenes that ener mans eps 

KHixbt beho d, whoſe loue aboue ali otber wo⸗ 
"Hen he deſired to sbtaine: + that if he might 
te her walking, hee Would tertainely haus 
ne knowledge of her, by whome towards 
| im great friendſhip and honour ſhould come. 
o the Ducen that ſame night by viſion of the 
od knight, the like was alſo ſtrangelp ſhews 
©, and as pet they haue not anyknewledge ol 
Ich other, neither of name, noz pet of fame. 
NHben the knight had thus dꝛeamed and ſcene 
is be thought) a moſt vertuous and comelp 
adp in his ſleepe. hee then determined in his 

inde that his fot ſhould fake no reſt, vntill 

e time that hee had found out the Lady that 

bim in his dꝛeame ſœ med la glozious: And 
Wining taken his hozſe, and withhim all that 
as necſtarp foz his Journey, he then tranai- 

chi fhzonghont diuers Regions, Countries, 

d kingdomes, ſo long, vntill at the laſt bar 
le me into the ſame Land where this fozeſayd 
elſlucene was hy her iealous Hus band ent lof ed 
imd kept in a ſtrong Cattle. And when this 
o2F knight was come into the ſayd Citty, zany 
i J hauing 
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hauing fo2 a certaine ſeaſon therein ſoiourned: 
Ie ſo fell out, that vpon a dap as the knight 
walked by the Cattle (and knew not as then 
that the Qucene was therin kept) ſhee was at 
khat time ſifting in a window to behold and ſ Þ | 
the people paſling by, x amongſt all others ſhee ; 
eſpied the knight that befoze we ſpake of, andJ | 
knew him to be the ſame man of whome ſhee + 
ſ 

0 


had dzeamed befoꝛe: And the knight by chance 
likted vp his eyes, andperceined the Lady ſit- 
ting in the window, and anon his minde gaue > 
bim that it was the of whome he had dzeamed, 1 
and ſher began to ſing a Song of Lone. And ag f. 
be heard that, he was then taken with her lou, 
The knight kzom thencefo:th daply went and 
walked about the Caſtle, beholding it all ouer ; 
fo eſpy if that any manner of way he might act 
in, to declaretheſceref of his minde vnfsher; . 
Then the Lady perceiuing that, ſhœ pzeſently 
indited a Letter, and ſecretly conueyed if vntg 1 
him from fozth the Caſement of her Chambeiſ te 
window, And when he had peruſed oner hei ye 
Letter, and vnderffanding the will of the La# 
die, hee without any delay beganne fo haur 
Juſts x Tournaments, and be did perfo2me (i 
many great and maruailons acts, that the fam 
_ofhim came fo the eares of tho King. An 
alone as the king heard thereof, he ſent 90 
hin 
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tm, and ſayd Inke him, Sic Knighr, J haue 
f heard that you haue got much honour at ou. 
ny jJuffts and Tournaments, Wherefoze if it 
at will pleaſe you to abide here & dwell with ds, 
x ] we ſhall gine vou large guifts and reward es, 

The knight anſwered and ſaid, O right migh- 

ty Pzince, J am your ſervant, would to God 

I that J could do any ſeruice that mich, be plea- 
ce] fing vato your magnificence without taking 

Jof any reward, ſane one thing befoze ail other F 

J>eftre. The king ſaid vnfo him, ſhe nit unts 
dime bold lp what thing that is: The knight an- 

Itwered, Py Lo2d, Czeing that it hath pleaſed 

your moſt excellent Maieſtp fo2 to fake me foz 

your Seruant, and One of pour moſt graue 

Counſell, it now ſeemeth vnto me to be moſt 

Lerpedient koz both our delights, that J had a 

J lace nigh Into the Mall ofthe Caffle, that J 
Mat all times might be the moze ready at pour 

I calling When J hane need. The king anſwes 

ted and ſapd, I conſent unto yon, making it as 

vou all thinke it beſt. Then the kuight cauſed 
manp Moꝛkemen to hee brought befoze him, 
ind hauing ſo done, he choſe ont certaine men 

it fo? his purpoſe, and tauſed them to buiid a 
faite lodging neere vnto the wals of the Tow- 

Air, and all this being finiſhed he made a coue- 

ant with ons of . Wozkemen (whome he 

| I 2 thought 
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chought fitteſt foz that purpoſe , fo make ont 
of his honſe a ſecret wap to the Qucenes lod. 
gings: And when this was finiſhed acco2ding If: 
fo his deſire, hee then killed the woꝛkeman be. | !: 
cauſe hee ſhould not make it knowne fo any; J « 
Andhaning thus done, hee then went in vnto Ice 
the Nueene, and did her reverence , foz it did Ib: 
become him ſo to doe, and they diſcourſed of | fo 
many matters: Ind hauing thus paſſed away | 0! 
the dap andthe night dꝛawing on, he then de⸗ bi 
fired that he might lepe by her one night, bat K 
thee oftentimes did denie him, and pet ueuer⸗Ath. 
theleſſe the conſented vnto his requeſt . And]! 
now they hauing ſpent the night in their plea- hin 
= Cures, the mozning being come, this knight]! 
” then returned to his owne lodginges : And. Ar 

the Queene began to thinke with her ſelfe „the 
and ſayd, what ſhall J doe? Jf J ſhould makeſ fol! 
the King my Husband acquatnted heerewith,Jve 
there would two euils come thereof: The one! 
is my ſhame. and that peraduenture he CouldJf>: 
btterily fozfake me and canſe me fo be d2inenſfell 
dut of his Land foꝛ euer · The other is, thalſpon 
be would flap the Knight, foz from death iwbi 
was not poſſible foz him to eſcape, and thereFins 
fo:e J thinke it to be moꝛe erpedient fo2 mgJval 
tko be&ſecret herein, then foz fo reneale it vntqſe 1 
any. After that, the knight, as often as it 15 7 
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Jed him, went in vnto the Auchne, and did his 
g I will with her, and ſhe gane to him a Ring, the 
„ bwhich the king had giuen her at her wedding. 
This knight was ſo famous, and Had ſuch ex- 
o Icellent knowledge in Juſting, that in every 


d batteil and Tournament hee had the Uinozp , 


fo which cauſe he was held in great eſtimati⸗ 
pon and fagour with the king, lo that he made 
e bim his Steward and Gonernour ouer all his 
at] Kegton and Land. It happened bppon a dap 
r-Ithat the king was diſpoſed to ride on hunting, 
1d] whereof he commanded his Steward fo make 
a- him ready on the mozrow fo2 to goe with him 
ht] where vnts he offced himſelfe moſt willingly . 
And vppon the mozrow after they entred into 
the Fozreſt, and all that day they chaſed and 
followed the wilde Beaſts, that they were ſo 
Iveary growne, that tha king did füt downe by 
nel? Fountaine fo reſt him, and the knight by his 
fie : and the knight was no ſoner let but hee 
fell on Aeepe by the king, hauing the Riug ug 
Jzonh is finger which the Nuceve had giuen him, 
which the king perceining and marking, did 
inow it right well . Pow when the knight a- 
Avaked and perceined that the king had len 


aFicke. and he ſaid vnto him. My honoured Lo2d, 
1 myſelfe ſo (oe ſicke, that ił I doe nat 


I 3 with 


i 


e Ring, then he fained vimſelfe to bee one 
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with all the ſped J may haſt me vnko my led- | 
ging, and there ſeeke out ſome p2eſent remedy, Y|: 
either hy meanes of Phiftcke, by ſome other 
courſe 82 elſe J am but a dead man, and there. 
7 foze J pꝛap yon giue me leane foz to goe home. 
Unto whome the King made this anſwere , 
and ſayde : Goc mp deare Friend, in the T. 
Name of God, and ſe that there be nothing Fi 
wanting which may pꝛocure thy Health, that 
” githermy CTourt o2 kingdome can affo2>. The | 
king had no ſwner ended his ſpeech, but imme- 
” Blately the knighi toke his leaue of him, and 
getting vpon his Yo2ſe he then haſted vnte his un 
houſe, e aſone as he was come home hee pꝛe- uk 


rently lighted and hafted him vnto the Qutens 

lodgings, and gaue her the Ring agatye , and 

he told her withall how that the King hav eſpt-F 

eb it vpon his Finger, when they were both 

wearp and ſef downe fo reſt; and withall he 

fold her that he fained himſelfe to bee ſoze ſick, 
e 


foz which caule the king gaue him leaue fo2 ta 
returne backe to his lodging ; Pe alſo p2ayed 
her that if the King at any time ſhould call fe; 
the King, Wat immediately che ſhould ſhew it 
vnto him. This done, hee toke his leaue of the 
Qneene, and went downe againe fo his lods- 
ing. An not long aſter the king came vnto 
the Qutene, e the Aucne receined him righFGc 
r AN loningly 3 
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„* Lunglo, and after that a little time was paſ- 
„ , the king ſaid vnto her, y renowned La- 
-r he, ſhe w me where the King is that J gaue to 
on, fo2 J haue a great deſire to (& if: Shee 
:nſwered and ſapd, O my beſt belonedLo2d, to 
phat intent at this time do you deſire to lee it? 
Chen ſaid hee, if you ſheb it not to me incon- 
inenfly, it ſhall repent vou. Then the aroſe vp 
had went vito her Cheſt, and twke the Ring 
ut of of it, and hauing thus done, ſhe bꝛought it 
$: the king her Yusband : And when he had 
Jene it' he then was halfe aſhamed, and ſaid 
into her: My belt beloued Nugne, D how 
ike is the knights Ring vntsthis pour Ning, 
Jvhich J ſaw vppon his finger, foz J belened 
that it had bene mine, and therefoze that was 
the cauſe whe J did aske ſo haſtily of por fo2 
thi - Andnow of tits euill ſuſpition J yeeld my 
elfe guilty againſt you my dare Lady in this 
Jichalfe, tos the ſtrength of the Tower deceiued 
Inc, foz J thought none could get therin but 
up ſelfe alone, in regard that no man hath the 
6:Jieping of the kepes but my ſelfe onely. She 
fYſaid vnfo him, my dere Lo2d wonder not, foz 
Jene Ring may be like vnto another,  wozkes 
g-Inen do ſteldome make one piece of woke, bat 
toJtbat there are others that make the ſame, bat 
(God fozgiue you in that you bane ſo ſuſpened 
14 14 Wy: 


.- 


The Seavenwiſe 
me fo2 yon knolw the ſfrength of the Tower 
and te Keyes you haue &lwates in your pꝛeqhe⸗ 
ſence, and witltruff no man therewith. AftecSite 
that the knight ozdained a great Dinner, ande 
ſayd unto the King, my Sotterainne, it is ier 
that my 'Ladie and Love is come hither fromnÞot 
out of ny Countrep fo ſ@ke mee, toz whoſe 
ſake I baue ozdapned a dinner to bee made . 
therefoze J Would iatreate your highneſſe that 
von will do me that hongur as to Dine with): 
mee at my Youſe this day, and to take ſachſſſin 
meate as ſhall bee there pꝛouided. The Kingſſiid 
anſwered and ſavd , moſt willingly will J dt 
vnto you that wo:ſhip, and moze. The knighKt! 
wag glad thereof , and then by his ſecret waſh k 
he went untothe Nine, and ſaid voto her Mn: 
My wolbelaned Laop pdu muſt doe thus, youſſhei 
ſhall come to my houfe by the pziny way anden 
you ſhall cloth peur ſelfe in rich clothing and u 
decke your ſelfe with Jewels and other oꝛna⸗ u 
ments, accoꝛding to the maner and cuſtome ofÞ | 
my Country, and then yon ſhaſbſtt at the Ta. po 
ble w th my king ag my Soneraigne Lady Jh 
and make him god chere. Sheæ replped vntoÞni 
him after this maunec, Ser knight J ſhall beEh 
reaay to doe all thinges accezding to your Dei 
fire, and when the time appoynfed was neraFÞ1 
t hand, and that che king was comming * 
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e Caſfle towards the knights Doule, in the 
jearte time by the ſecret way che Nnene did 
ter into the knights Lodgings (befo2e that 

te King could come thither) and àpparelled 

Ir ſelfe after the manner of the Knights; 
ountrey. And when the king was enterey 
Mito the Honſe, thee mating him with courtly 
{tations receined him. And When the king 
Ind beheld Her, hee demaunded of the kimgtt 
hat Moman ſh& (ould be that ſeinted vnte 

Im ſo fatre? Then auſpered the knight and 
ngſitd, my renowned Loꝛ d, it is mp Sotieraigne 
do lady, that uow euen fo? the lone that ſhe bra» 

th me is come out of my Country after me 
know wher- foꝛe I ſhould abſentmy ſelfe ſo 

r Aung both from her lone and Seruice. Now 
heir [pech being ended, the knight canled the 


ning to fit downe at the Table, and made the 


Lucene ts ſit by him, the king thought that 
was his Ntteette, and ſaid nithin himſelke, 
how like is this woman vnto my Mike: 
do the ſtrength of the Tower ſtil dec ein d him, 
hat he gaue moze faith and credence vnto the 
Wintts wozds, than hee did tg his owne eyes. 
he Queene began to ſpeake and talke to the 
ing, and to ſtirre him fo edte ano D2inke and 


echhake god chere: And as the king heard that 


Heyce, then he ſaid onto himſeife, © bleſſed 
a L92d, 
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RE 02d, bow like is this Woman to my Mug 
in her behaatour, fp&ch, viſage, and in alle 
ther thinges and Conditions? and fill th 
frenath of the Tower Ddecetved him. In thi 
end of the feaſt the knight pꝛaped his beloueKi 
Ladyto fing a Song befo2e the king, and ſhe 
veganne fo ſing a Song of Loue : Mhen th 
king had heard Yer, be k ew her voyce, an 
thought vato himſelfe, is not this my Ulifc 
And vet how can this be che, J hauing the key: 
of the Tower my lelfe in keping? ind ſoa 


the time of Dinner the king ſat frining anſſher 


debating thus within himſelfe: But Dinneſſe 
deing endsd, hee willed the knight that fozthif 

w:th he would take up the Table, hee hauing 

ſome v2cent occaſtons that mocned him there 

vnto, fo2 he was great in thought £ ſoꝛe frot 
bled inhis mind. Mhereupon the knight an 
ſwered and ſatd, My Lo2d, what is the reaſo 
pon are ſs melancholly and ſad, what is it thai 
diſcontenfeth vou, bee not much troubled 1 
vour mind: And ik if pleaſe you we ſhall mak 
pon ſome pleaſarf ſpozt and ſelace. And t 
f entlewoman ſayd, Mp bcloued Lozd, if iſ 
hall pleaſe vou with vs to abide, we ſhal mak 
vou all the pleaſure and delight that this plac 
can affo2d, in ſuch ſozt that if your Nan? heſſ 


ſelfe were here, ſhee could not gine you 2 
| confer 
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vet Licnt - UWherupon the king began fo bee 
ll angry and ſaid vato him, take away the 
thEabie, oz J may no longer here abide vntill 
 thilit J bane reſolued my minde. Then the 
ueKiaht obered the commandement of the king 
ſhed inffantly toke vp the table, gining thanks 
thihto them all, but eſpecially to the king his 
anoſt Daveraigne Lozd and Paſfer. Now the 
fe ing hee departed from the knights Honſe, and 
erent with all haſt that might bee vato the ca- 
6 alc, int ending to \@ whether that his Nugne 
ere * therein, o not: But in the meare time 
e Quene went in at her priuie doze, and al- 
Ine as ſhe came therin, flipped off her vpper⸗ 
nFo! veſture, and then put her ſelfe into the 
me habite which the king did leaue her in 
duow when the king had entered therein, hee 
Fund the Qucere in the ſame c'othing that her 
ſod left her in befoze ; and ſeeing all thinges 
baK!! out contrary to his expeckation, he then did 
bzace her, and moſt louinglp kiſſed her, ard 
d vnto her, this day haue J eate with my 
Fight, and with his beloned Lady, who hath 


me out of her Countrep vnto this my Court 
finde him out, who being together met. and 
e oxermuch ioped in the ſtubt of her, did pꝛe⸗ 
ntly oꝛdapne a great Feaſt tob& pouided, 

d humbly did intreat me to doe him fo much 
Grace 
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Grace 29s 5 worn accompany hit at of 
Feaft- Wherenpon J anlwered, that foꝛ ti. 
lolte I did beare him J wauld doe him that h 
neur, and much maꝛe if he ſhould requeſt m 
Whom J hauing beheld, and che ſeming vn 

me ſo faire, that ſince J was bone vnto tl 

day mine eyes haue not ſæne in all the Wo! 
on? ig like as the is to pau, inſomuch that al 
the dinner time J was ſo much frotibled wit 
many matters, that J could hardly endure vi 
to the end cf the Feaif, but that incontinence 
ly muſt come home to ſe whether poll wwe 
here oz there. Then the Auckne anlwered a 
ſayd vnto hin, O mighty king, wherefoze de 
vou ſo much miſtruſt me, hauing ſs oftent ima n 
found the contrary? Doe pou not know (veſhci 
right weil) tizatthis Tower ts ſo fo ft, iron 
and in uiucible. and that no Man can enter 1 

no2 gut, iti out pour krowledge, fo2 you ha 
alwaics che keeping of the keyes, and will nc 
truſt an man therewith, how were it the 
poſſible that J ond ber there? Sometime) z 
vou ſhali find one man to be like another, yo 
remember of late how you did miſſake thi 
knights Ring, fmagining it to bee the Kinſſer 
which vou gaue me, and haue pou pet moꝛe ay; 
guvents of ſuſpſtion againſt me? Mag it nat; 


ſufficient koꝛ you to debarr me of * 
0} 
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theſe many peares, but that pou muff r@ve 
ieatous of me befises: J tell the, © Loble 
„ that if you doe not fozſake this pour iea- 
-b * and alſo releaſe me out of tits plece of 
W::iſonment, that beſo:e ſome few dates hee 
red J will end my dates herein: foz Jhay 
her tine as a ſeruant at libertv, then now 
to be a Nacene. and to liue herein as a pats 
er. Then the king anſwered and ſaid vnto 
, all this that yon haue related is true, foz 
Wich cauſe J acknowledge mp ſelfe to be guil⸗ 
of all theſe accuſations, wherkoze haue pas 
te but fo2 ſome few dapes, and as ſute as 4 
ane king of this country and Caſtle, J will 
ron at liberty, and ſo he louingly im! zaced 
S: with a kiſſe, and then returned to his owne 
gings. Now hee had not reſfed in his lodg= 
zabeue two dates befoze the knight came 
to the Court, and ſaid vnfo the king, © mp 
nonrable Lozd, J haue of long time ſcrued 
ur Bighueſſe, and now it is time tat 1 
turne againe into my owne Courtrep, and 
all the Sermce that, J haue done vuto pont 


'0W:our, J deſtre that you would dee but this 


thing foz mee, that is, that pou mp noble 
2d would doe me but this one fanenr befo2e 
departure hence, which is, fo giue to me 
ee the Pꝛioſt with pour olone hand; in the 
K face 


The Seaven wile 


face of the Church, mp beloued Ladp, who 
J intend to wed, who hath followed me out 
farre countryes ſ02 the loue of mee, and whe 
I ſhall bꝛing thither againe as my lawfull aÞ 
frus Mike, the which thing will bee vnto n 
great woꝛſhip and honour, when I ſhall co 
info my owne Countrep. The king anſwet 
and ſaid vnto, him that petition and much moF! 
then that (it you will deſire it of mee) will F 
gladly doe and fulfill. Then the knight pzefi 
ed the day of their Marriage, at which dap t 
good K ing came to the Church beeing honoY® 
rably attended. The Pꝛieſt he was ready, ani 
tod adoꝛned with bis veſtments fo2 to ſole 
nize the Patrimony. The knight hauing ail 
parelled the Quckne in his owne houſe akte 
the manner of his owne Countrep, and had one 
dapned Two knights fo to leade her unto thi 
church, and they bt leeued that it had bene hi 
Paramour: And when they were come int 
the face of the Church, the Þ2ieft ſayd, wi 
Hall giue this woman vnto this knight? Theſll 
the Ring ſav J ſhall aide her vnto my own] 
knight and twke the Lady by the hand and ſai 
vato her. D gad Woman, you are much lik 
vnto my Nngne, and therefdze mp loue ist 
vou the greater, and alſo becauſe you hall bi 
Wedded vnto this knight whoms 3 affect abot 
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Maiſters. 


lother men, and be ſhall be of my Hauſe, and 
he put the Qneens hand into the knights hav 

nd then the Pꝛieſf after the oꝛder of the cere- 
nonies of the Church bound them, and wedded 
em together in true and Faythfall Med- 
cke. 

And when all theſe Kites mere finiſhed and 
one, the knight ſpake vnto the king, and ſaid, 


ily * Noble king, the Ship that A intend te goe 


ef! towardes my Countrep , is now furntſhed 
Jerp fitting fo2 my Journep, and now is ready 

M2 to ſaple away, wherefoꝛe Jhumbly befech 
nr molt noole Grace, that it w'tl pleaſe You 
12 to accompany in beloued wife thereunto, 
nd that von will aduertize and admonich her 
FM lone me, and that thee ſholild haue me in fas 
our avone all other Creatures liuing, and lo 


tinuch tue rather fo2 your good erhoztation and 


b unlell thereunto. Then the king with a 
intreat company of his Followers (heſidss 0- 


Fijers,) went with them, and did accompany 


them Unto the Ship: Foz whoſe depazting to 
the Shippe, many of them were erceding ſoꝛ- 
Wtowfoll and heaußp: Then the king eganne 
ko ſay vnto the Qutenes mp moll deare frind 
hearken now well vnto my Connfel!, and ſe 
bt * you follow it fo2 it ſhall bee to pour pꝛo⸗ 
it: Þy much honoured and beloued * 
ath 
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The Scuen wiſe 


bath rol wedded and done fo you all the wo 
ſhip aud honour that in him is, whecefoze lot 
that yon ſoue, honour, and obep him aboue a 
earthly creatures, as God hath commäuuder 
and that pon be vate him true and conſtant . 
all pour dealings. And allwne as t is ſpxAl 
wis ended, h@ deliusred her vnto the knighſf⸗ 
faving, My bleſſing goe with pon both a 
gur £525 kepe and conduct pou in ſafetie vnt 
your owie Countrep. Ten the knight a 
the Naeene bawed and iuclined their heade 
downe tothe kinx , and gane him thanks ke 
all thoſe courtefies and kindneCe thſt he he 
done koz them, and having (a done kbey 2 
mit ted him to the Almightie, and entred int 
the Ship, and the Parciners hoyſev vp thc 
ſaples, and ſayled fozth befoze the Minde, . 
that within a ſhozt ſpace the king had loſt fl 
ſi iht of thes nppe: And from thence he we 
baftily vnto the caſtle, and being thither co 
he pzeſently went fo ſgke oz his Nncene, an 
when he couid not find her, hee was thei ma 
ued in all the parts okhis 1Badp, and ſought * 
ayout the Tower: he ſearched ſo long vntill : 
the laſt he found out the hole of the ſecret wa 
that the knig it had cauſed fo be made, and a 
he ſa'y that, he wept bitferly, crying out, an 
ſapd: Alas, alas, this knight in whome J ha 
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Ws great confidence and trult, bath robbed mee 
ud hath taken_away' my Wife: Was 
ole. that J gaue mozefaithbnfo ds 
Ia Knight, then J did to mine owne der 2 
ben ſpake the mp2eſſe, and ſaid, Pp Lezd 
ue you vnderſted what J haue fard 2 The 

© mperour ſaid, well in the beſt wiſe that map 


ee. Then auſwered the Empꝛeſte, and lata 


to him remember how that hee truſten the 


night, and pet the Knight veceined him: In 


he like manner you will put pour kcuſt and 
mfidence in the Seauen Mile Waiffers, and 
ſep labour fs fo veffroy mee thatam pour 

Aike, & you giue moe credit to their w02ds, 
en you do vnto pour own? eyes, fo2 von haue 
gellſene how' pour vngratious Donne hath 


Eat and fcratched mee, whereof yet J beare 


td haue his fokens g markes about me as pou 
day plainely t, and alſo pou know right well 
e that your accurſed Bonne hath ſhamed 


1 e, x you matke not how they defend him in 
ht : 


is their folly and extreame falthwd ; theres 


e it is to be keared, that it ſhall happen vn⸗ 
wa rou wozle then it did to a king o 


75 


us ſpoken unto pou alreadp: t 
:l9ed, J will belckur mine oo 
will gfne'any crevente to their 


"+ Y 


Artes I kay unto you, to Poztow J al do 
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The Scavenwiſe 


rou, Jutkice vpen my Sonne. The next dait N 
the Empe rour Commaunded that his Song]! 
thanla bs! bzought befoze him, which thing be! 
ing done accoꝛding to his deſire, he then come 
maunded that his Bon ſhould bee led vnto thaſ! 
place of execution, and there to ſutker death ac] 
cozding to the Law. Then there began to 15 
riſe a great noiſe and much bewapling among [A 100 
the commop people fo2 the death of the Empe e 
rours aneig Sonne. At the laſt when the ſeal Aut 
uenth Maiſter heard aud perceiued that, he ran 
immediatly vnto the Dfficers which were lea⸗ 
ding him to the Gallowes, and ſaid vnto them; 
mp dearely beloaed friends, J p2ay you not: 
make ouer much haſte, but ſfay your hands ye 
a while, fo2 J thinke this day (with the graciſſen 
aus helpe and aſſiſtance of Almighty God) tat! 
ſaue and deliver him from all perills and dani: 
gers: And from thente khe Paſter haſted hint 
towards the Cmperours Pallace, e there heg*c 
did him reueronce accozding to his accuſfomeW(ba 
dutie: But the Emperour with great waatW's © 
and indignatien againſt him, made him thi 
= er Neuermoꝛre haue vou any toy no2 con 
1 2 the is. wozld, faz that you haue ſent m 
"tle both vutanght. and dumbe, who! 

7 delitiexes puto you well ſpeaking, cos whic 
cauſe you ſhall all bee put to death with 25 Wa 
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halthat both-wiſely and Diſcreefly , and 


_ Maalters. 


homaitter anſwered and ſajv.vnto.him, ©. 
oft noble Emperoz, the time is net long be- 
\otwirt this onde to mozrow none, then (by tue 


grace of Sod) von thall heare him ſpeak, and 
i ifcreefly , and bnte you, 
A: Gall declars the truth of all thinges, a that 
% will pꝛomife you he will periozpeto the full 
Joon paine of my life, afryou-twitl pare himſo 
J'ong time, ic ygo find it not ſo, then take my 
lte and the lines of vs all. Then ſaid the Em. 
an perour, if J might but heare my Son ſpeake, 
Ji: would give me ſufficient, contentment, 4 J 
Jvcald not deſtre longer fo2 fo live. Then ans 
wered the Maſter, and ſaid vntohim againe , 
ll this and moꝛe you ſhall both heare and ſee, 
and corfeTe it to be true, if pou will but abide 
Mis little time, and then ſhall this dillention 


inflhat example would J faine hears. Then ſaid 


The Seaven wiſe 


the Malſker, let your Bonne be called againe, | 
and I ſhal tell you ſo notable an example, that 
during your life you map beware of. the vn. 
truth e vnftedfaſtneſſe of women. Then the 
Emperour ſald, J ſhall goe call my Son back 
againe, vyon condition, that to mozrow FJ ſhall 
heare my Don ſpeake as you haue pꝛomi⸗ 

ſed me: the Paſter ſaid, do that mp 
K 03d, fo2 it hall ſo be, aud 

beganne to tell as 
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Pere was a Anight that had a faire 
44 young Wife, wheme he loued en⸗ 
. tirely, inſomuch that hee could not 
he out ol her ſight. It happened on 
& time that they played together af chelle, and 
de knight by chance held a knife in his hand, 
ud che playWng koꝛtuned to (mite her hand on 


K 3 the 


T! = 4 * 
e 


was made 


'weeping vnt ilt ydu die? It is better that 'yal 
goe home te pdur houſe ard there giue Almes 
to the ps0ze foz the lone of God; and; that wil 


abide. To whome thee anſnered, A pray ”e a 


TheScaven wiſe 


the knie, that a little had began to appeare. 
Zhen the knight ſaw that his Mike bled, hes 
and was ſoꝛe affrapd of his 

Mike, that he fell to the ground in a [wound, 
his Wife (&ing that, caſt cold water vpon his 
Jace, inſomuch that nee came a little again to 
himſelle and laid ligbtlp, cal the Curate with 


ſr2roweb much, 


'Valy/Saxrament, foz F maſk die: fo the bio 
that J haue ſe -of Fai rfinger, hath 
; ſemif en Zeath to my hart, then t Pꝛieſt come 
ard comtozfed him, and adminiffred the Wa, 
sramerf vnto him. And anon alter he dyed! 
without any' tarrying, oz 1 mals death, ther 
e great ſozrew-Artd bew ö 
eſpecially by his Mife Aid after that the 
Ohlcquies were finiched and done accozdinrs 
ty, the went aud laid vpon the Grane, & theig 
made great ſozrow and lamentation, and ſaid, 
ſhee wonldnetier- depart-from- thence,-buf as 
Turtle Dour ſhe would fo2 the lone of her hul⸗ 
band there abide , and dye : Then went hep 
Friends aud Neighbonrs vnto ber and ſay 
what auapleth this fo2 his Dole, to line heit 


moz2e auaile pour Saule, then in this place Þ 


19 
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Maiſtere.“ : 7 
hold your peace, pe are enill counfellozs, con. 14 
ſider pe not how J am from him feparated aut 
parted by death fo? a little blod that hee fam 
come ont of my hand s2 finger? and r 
J chall neuer from hence deßpart:. 

Ber friends hearing that, 'tadshov <lſtle | 
hotiſe.and lodging nigh dntothe graue and put 
therein all thinges that to her was neceſſary , 
and went their wapes, thinking that within | 
a while ſhe Wiss be wearp to be alone, and iT i 
1 o defolate from all company „that —— be 4 
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pened that the body of 9 7 beaged were folen 1 | 
awap, The Sheriffe thould lofe all his Lands 
and his life at the kinges pleaſure. It hapned 11 
ſoone after that the knight was dead, a man ll 
thould behanged fo2 freſpafſe that he had done, || is | 
lo that the Sheriffe actoꝛding to the law or 2. 


Land, all the night watched bythe — 


that was not fatre from the Cittie"! Ae 
Church⸗varxd was not karre from khr in 


then began the Shekfffe to be lo cold, 
could not poſſible indure tt, but b . 


dy to die with cold, except that he might ſperdi⸗ 
* 4 lie Ft 


The Seauenwiſe 


10 Warme him, it was lo extreame colde, and 
o great a frock: and by chaunce be beholving | 
| from thence about him, and ſpying a fire in the 
| emmys hall ed him and came therefo, and 
Tae ae 10 nere 7220. ik, 47 called and 


* 


mans 12 an wered, Jam the Dhsriffe chat 
ae indared much colde, that J am ready to 
.Fraze to deaty, erce; $ without delap pe let me | 
in ta warme ms ſelfe: Sher ſayd vnto him, I | 
feare that if J let you in, v& ſhould thew ine 
tuch wezds that ſhould cauſe me to bee moze 
| j | Heauterz then he ſaid, J pzomiſe vnto you tbat 
| A chall ſap no wozds to pour diſpleaſure: then 
j her let him i in, and when he had ſitten a while 
bp the Fire and was well warmed ,he ſaid vnto 
her, D 1 —ꝗ — woman, with pour licence would 
4 2 faine ſpeake but one wo2d with you: Shee 
aͤntwered him, Hir, lap what it pleaſcfh”pcn : 
5 [then heſayd, O, Lady, you. bee a fatre Gentle⸗ 
woman, rich, and pong, were it not better ant 
= mo2e convenient f o2.ygn £0 dwell at Home at 
[} | your houſe, and to giue Almes, then to waſte 
| 9 and conſume your ſelft hæ re with we ping and 
erpinge She (apd, Hir knight had 4 "thowne 
bis befoze, vou had not come herein, Tas 7 or 4 
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zon, as J haue ſayd to others offertimes , 
know well that mp Husband loned me (9a 
ll, that foz a little bloud that He ſaw nic fo 
d on one of my fingers, he is dead, where- 
J will here die fo2 the lone of him: And 
the knight heard this, bee fooke His legte 
went anaine vnto the Gallowes , ond 
en he was come thither, and ſaw that the 
here that he left there hanging, was follet 
carried away, he beganne fo Ware heany 
© fell ſoꝛ ſoʒzrow, and ſapd, woe is me, what 
| doe, foz A hanelof mp life ard ail mp 
ds? and he going bp and downe thus full of 
row and knew not what wap fo turne Him- 
fe. at the laſt he bethought himſelfe to ger 
that deſolate Lady, and ſhew onto her the 
nnefſe of his heart, fo wit, if Ge could giue 
i anp god counſe?!. And when he was come 
ther, he called, and ſhe aſked him the cauſe 
his knocking, then ſayd he, Madam, J am 
Dheriffe that was right now with pou, and 
vould faire ſhew vrfo you the ſecrets of my 
tt, therefoze J p2ap you ſoz the loue of Gop 
n the dwꝛe: and he went in and ſapd to her, 
moſt verfrons Lady , J am now come to 
e pour connſatle and adnice, fo2 potknow 
| the Lawes of the Land are, that whenſs- 
Maur man is hanged and Folen from off the 
4 GTallowes 


pee ſhall neither loſe life noz goods: he an 


The knight anſwered her, Lady pour conn 


&night ſaid vnto the Lady, how (hail wn 
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Sallowes, chen the Ber iffes life and gods 
* the Ringes hands. Now it happened in 
time: that F was herre with vou and warner; 
me, the Therke is kollen fcom the Galiowiße! 
cherkoze 4 peay faire Lady foꝛ the lone of iin 
giue ng pour bet udaice what is beſt to df 
ſhee anſwered, J haue compaſſton vppon pe 
fo2 by the law pon hane loft pour life and ge 
ko the King. Doe now after mp counſell i 


ng 
if 6 


red, therefo2e J am fo you greatly bound; 
ping to haue good comfo2t: the ſayd, will! 
thenp2omiſe to take mie to pour Mike:? 2 
Bhinht anſwered, would God that pee w 
indeed ſo minded, but J feare leaſt ye? wo 
Zildaine ſo much fo humble you vnfo meet 
am ſo pooze a Rnight, the ſaiv J give pon 
Will thereto, and he gaue her againe his 
and conſented to be her knight during all 
life. Then ſaid che, pou know well that l. 
x dap my Loꝛd was buried, which fo2 the 1 
of ne dyed: fake him out of che Sepulchm 
and goe hange him vp in ſkead of the Thee 


is very good. Then went they Tea 
opened the Sepnlch2e and d2ew him out.? 


doe, becauſe ere the Theelt was taken! 
1 


Mailters. 
28:20, Two of the bpper t&th were mitten 


1 Wt of his head, x J greatly teare mee, if that 
rihere perceiued, J thould die the death. Zhen 
WS: Ladie ſapde vato him, take a Stone and 
(ite out two ot his tæth, ad the knight an⸗ 
dcred,. Madam, that map 4 not do, foz while 
pcheeliued, he was mp truſtp and weibeloned 
Jiend. and it ſhould bee to mee great rebuke 
 W 7 Gould conſent fo do ſo diflopatla deed vn 
(bis body being dead: ſhe amwered, fo} 
or love ſhould J doe it, and pꝛeſentlp foke 
ſtone and ſmote out two of his tœth, and ſaid 
the Sheriffe. take him and hang him vppon 
he Gallowes like fo the Thefe. And the 
might lapde, JF feare me fo doett , fo2 the 


is head, and lacked both his Cares. O Ma⸗ 
dam, God foꝛbid that 3 bo ſo to the dead body 
hat J loued lo well in his life. Then laid che, 
ie me pour Sword, and J ſhall foz the lone 
if yon doe it, and ſo toke the ſwozd and ſmote 
Wi 1navly ſtroake vpon the dead maus fo2eheav 


hus done, the ſaid, Now take and hang him, 
without company, and then the knight anſwo- 
ted, pet J feare to hang him, ko the theefe 


Yearched #founv without all our labour were 


hefe in taking of hin , was waunded vpon 


ind cat off both his Cares; and when (bee had 


Wanted both his Stones, and if that hee were 


= 
4 © XX 


The Seauen wile 


in vaine: Zhen fayd Chee, J neuer (aw a mi 
ſo fearefull, (ceing the matter ſo cl&ere ànd ſu 
take a knife and cut of bis Stones. And h 
anſwered that map J not doe in anp wiſe, a 
therefoze 4 pꝛap pon ſpare mee, fo2 pou kne 
well what a man is without his Stones. S} 

ſaid fo2 the loue of pou J ſhall doe it, and fol 

the kr ite in her hand and cut off her Pugban 
Stores, and ſaid fo him: Now take the ck ur 
thus disfigured, à bang him vp without dea 

and they went both togetber, and hung theb 

dy vpon the Gallows, end ſo was the Sherit 
delmered of the Rings danger. Then ſaid th 

AKapdp, now pe be quit of all pour dangers an 

deliucered from all Sozrowes and dangers li 
my couuſell, therfo2e J deſire you (according 

fs pour pꝛomife) that pes wed mee in the fag 
of the Church: The knight ſapd, J haue many 

a vow that J will neuer wed other ſo long a 

pen line, which J ſhall perfozme. And then hs 
ſaid. O thou moff ſhamefull ard wezſt womal 1 

of all Women, who wonld take theo ta ber bY, 
Wife: Anhononrable x a louing knight we : 
thy Busband, who fo2 a little blsud that he 
ſaw ine ouf of thy finger, dped. Now hat 
thon ſmitten out tio of his teeth, thou haſt cu 
off his eares, and his ſfones, « thon haſt mat 
him a great wound in his Bead: what De. 
| 1 | (1108 


3 
51 Ph 2 
7 * 
3 
Es 
1 & 
3 7 
AY * 
1 
A 
+ 
© 
2 
4 : 
* 
T 
» 
F 
25 
* 
12 : 
— * 
3 
3 
iS * 
7 
1 
* 
3 
v4 $4 
® 4 
0 — 
+ 
"$$ 
EF 8 
+ 
B 
x q 
* * by 
2 
5 
"= 
3 
4 1 
1 3 
Ee 
i #44 
735 Wh 
24%” Wa 
i*Jþ 
5 
| I 4 
2 
+ £43 
= 
9 
* $8 
4 
8 
21 
* EY 
2 
$ 4 
Ky 
LY 
Su 
8 
1 
1 
Ts 
3 
ag, +. 
1 
8 
LES. 
. * 
pn 
”" 
1 
= S] 
= 
N 
4X5 
{8 
x 
« 
LY 
. 
. 
IS 
#-*) 
a 
1 
** 
Fe 
+0 
+ 
z * 
. 
77 
[> © 
=: 
2 
53S 
; 
+ 
* 


* 
4 * 
2 
* 
Mp 
3 
* 
by ” 
8 
by 8 
. 
1 ? 
745 
Fer 
3 

* 
3 

U 
= 
* & 

3 
1 
2 

8 

* 

E 
* 
-# 

F 4 
2 
4 

* F 

* 
8 * 
84 
. 
1 
2 
1 
: 
12 47 
1 
* \ 
1 1 
1 
„ 4. 
1 
1 
r: 
5 | 8 
Þ 4-75 
45 1 Fox 
. 
8 
£4, = Ba 
. k 3 
&z * 
= * * 
oy : 2 
3 
= 
2 7 

3. 3 

12 

* 

4 

b- 44 


Maiſters. 


A wonld marry thee « And therets:s thou 
[Wilt neuer ſhame god men moze, 4 ſhall rid 
1 of thy life, and ſo he d2ew out his ſwoze , 
"> with one ſfroake hee ſmote off Ber Head. 
ahen the Paiſter ſatd unte the Empers2, mp 
od, have pou vnderſtgon what J haue ſatd,@ 
WF anſwered, right well. Amongſt all Toamea 
1s was the wozſt, and the Knight rewarded 
WW: accozdingly, ſo that the ſhould no moze do 
ien ſhame: And the Emperour latd mozeos 
ahr. O my good waſker might J but once heare 
by! Son ſpeake, J ſhould hane no care of my 
ige. Then ſaid the Maiſter, to mozrow pou 
in ſhall heare him ſpeake befo2e pou, and he 

ſhall ſhe w the froth of al the vartarice 
bet wirt vs + the Empzeſie as J 

' hope, and ſo fak his leaue 

ice of the Emperoꝛ and 


1. departed. 
* 1 * 
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How Diotleſian the Emperours Sonff 
complained onthe Empreſle: and how 
excuſcd himſel fe of her complaint. 
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N D after that, ai the matſte 
aſſembled together, and = 
counſell how and in what m 
ner they ſhould bzinge the Ch. 
out of Pꝛiſon, and lead him 
the Pallace: and ſo they we 
fo the Childe whereas he lay in Biken, befc 
Didday, his will and-counſell faz to Heare.* 
whom the child ſayd, what you will, that th: 
pleaſe me, but in no wiſe buffe your ſelues ho 
JT ſhall anſwere, oz what J (hall ſap, foꝛ wi 
Þ top I ſhall anſwer all thinges that ſhall bed 
1 maunded of me. then the Deven wiſe I: 
'Þ ters heard that, they were erceeding topf 
and glad, andt hey cloathed him in purple, 
| in cloath of Gold, and two of the laid Paſte 
* went befoze him, and one vpon bis right hat 
another vpon his left hand, and the other th: 
i: followed after him, and bekoze them all we 
1 tweine men * Inſtruments of muſick w 
T; 2005 


Maiſters. 


baght him with great hononr and melepy te 
: altace, and when the Emperoz heard all 
is melodp, he demaunded what it was : then 
was told him by ſtanders by, ſayings: Bigh- 
Tmperonr, it is vour Son which commeth 
f02e peu, and befo2e all pour Lozds fo ſpeake 
d excuſe Himſelfe of all that is laid vnto his 
arge, The Cmpcrour ſaid, that is god ti- 
ugs ik J mightheare my Son ſpeake. And 
ben the childe was come into the Pallace, he 
de to his Father, and ſaid vnfo him, haile rr 
off deere, and molt ropall Father. 
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aud when the Emperour heard the Bis of 


The Seaven wiſe 


his Sonne Diocleſian, he was ſo glad, that id 
{op hee fell vowne tothe earth, but his Sonn 
haſted to take vp the @wperonr his Father a 
gaine, 4 when he was come to himſelfe , thet 
beganne his ſonne fo deelare and open all thi 
whole matter vnto bis Father: and then ther 
came ſo great a Multitude of People into th 
Pallace to heare the Childe ſpeake. and the to 
and noyſe of them were ſo great. that the chii 
could not poſſtblybee heard. The Emperon 
conſtdering that, cauſed monep fo be thzown 
into the Streets, fhat the People theremit 
ſhoulde bee buſted and auovded out of the Þa 
lace, that thereby they might the better hear 
the child ſpeake, but the folke toke no regart 
at all after the mony which they caſt * 
And wen the Emperour perteined that, p2es 


ſently he tom manded ſilence vpon pain of thei i 


tines: And when they were all fill, then the! | 
Childe began fo ſpeake as followeth. O moſf 
deare Father, befoze that J ſpeake any thing 
Jintreate and beſ#ch pon, that the Empꝛell 
with all her Chamber mapdens may come an! 
be p2eſent: and ſo the Cmperour commande! 
the Empzefe with all her Chamber-mayden: 
fo come without delap . The Empzeſſe heas 
ring that (being in great fears) came with a 
her maides, and the Child commannded them 


{ 
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Jo! 
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ts ckand befoze all the people in à raw, that be 
night ler them. Then ſaia the chils, Sir likt 
hp your eyes, and beheld the Chamber⸗maide 
eill pat there Fandeth in the green clothing whom 
rau know the E npzeſſe loueth beſt above all Fl 
ether, Command her fo be vnclothed vnto her 
naked body befoze vs all, foſ& what thee is: 
offlithe Smperour ſayd ; my dere Bonne, that 
|\Wvonld chame vs all to haue a woman fo tand 
1aked befo2e vs: Yee ſaid, if it be a woman it 
s mp ſhame; and if not, let the ſhame abide in 
her. When that ſhe was vnclothed, thep ſaw 
t was a man, and ſo it appeared, wheat they 
;jreatly wondzed. 
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eit The Declaration of the Complaint of the 
44 Emperours Sonne on the Empreſſe. 


off | 
: Hen ſaio the Soy vnto his. Fa- 
ther, behold, this Ribauve hath 
many a Night lyne with your 
Mils in your Chamber in a- 
e dulfery, and bath defiled your 
1 *; Bod, and bim the Gmpzeſle lo- 
al ſeth abaus all others, the which tyinge you did 


te * ben 


The Seaven wile 


Whenthat the Emperoz had ſeeve and 4 
held theſe thinges, he with great indignatig 
and waath gate cnmmandement that both ti 
Em pꝛeſſe and the Kibaud ſhould be burnt? br 
the Doane anſwered and ſayde, Py Lo2d anf 

Father, make no haſt to nine indgement be” 
koze J haue rep2o0ucd Her of theſe grienon 55 
flaunders that ſhe did thus fafiy accuſe me 9 L a 
x that J have declared how vniuſtly ſhe hat. 
camplained of mee, and ſought by all meane 0 
How ſhe might take my life from mee. The 
ſatd the Emperour, my dere Sonne, J com 
mit all the Judgment into your handbs. _ Th 
Sonne anſwered and ſaid, if ſh& be faund fail 0 
und alyar then the law ſhall giue fentence g % 
gainſt her: But mp royall Father, when vo Ja 
ſent after me at her earneft ſuite and requeſf 
then J with my Matters beheld the ſtarres! 
the Firmament, by which J might perceit 
that if J chould haue ſpoken any Wozds vnt 
poll. oz to anp other liuing Creature, within 
ſpace or Seuen daies, J (honld haue dyed 
moſt thamefall death, and fo2 that cauſe one any 
J did fozbeare to ſpeake vntill this pzeſent F. The 
And wheras the Tmp2efſe moſt vninſip-ha ts 
gccofed me that J choald haue oppzefſed ai? 
rau chen ber; therein J ſay the Lieth fav, 
ſhe moſt adulferonſly would dane PaOuoKeDi "iy 


n 
toe 


021 
and 
1 
J 


d t 
ia fi 
ay 
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4 J: to defiie the bed of wy moſt gratious Lo20 
ind Father the Emperour. And when cher 
Yi no wiſe conld bzing mee therete, then ſhe 
toske a Pen Inke, and Paper, and vad ins 
pzite the cauſe wherekeze J would not peeld 
info that which ſhe ſo earneſtly deſire d: And 
Ihen that 4 had wzitten the cauſe wherefoze 
1 woulde not commit luch great and abhomi⸗ 
able ſin, how that J would not wy Fathers 
)2chard deſtle; Then began te ts fare her 
lothes, and ſcratch her viſage that it guſhed 
02th with blood, and cryed with a lond voyce , 
and ſatd, this my Bonne (hauing a mind (all 
1 ti Luſt) would haue wꝛonged ponr Painceip 
ed, and J reſiſcing his luſtfull mind, moſt in⸗ 
Jumanely hath he tozne mp lech. When the 
a Cmperonr heard this he behelo her with a fell 
Founfenance , and [aid to her in this manner , 
% thou wzetched woman was it not ſufficief 
Ji falffli thy ſoule and iecherous appetite, thou 
470 thy Nibaud, but wouldſt alſo haue made mp 
donne: Then fell the EmpaeCe-to the Tmpe- 
ours fete, end the crped vnto him foz mercp. 
; The Emperour faiv, O thou curſed and molk 
Minhappy woman-thou askeft fo2giueneſſe and 
au art wozthy none ta haue, foz thou halt de- 

Jerued to die in tbze manner of wapes 
Fir is, that thou haſt committed adulterie: N 
L 2 The 
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Che ſecond is, that thou meſt laſcinionfly ban 
p2onoked and ffirred vp my Sonne vato monte 
wicked and abhominable Sinne and haft im arit 
puted and layd the crime falſiy t vniutly vponf r 
him: And the third and laſt is, that thon ha 
every day enticed e pzonoked me with thy falſ#*" 
tales to put my Bonne to death, and therefozißen 
5 b the law (hall haue his conrſe againſt the, ant th 
fall condemne the vnto death, accozding af en 
thou hatt deſerned. af: 

Then anſwered his Son, and fand, Pes 
Noble Father you know well that foz tho leaf on 
finges that ſhe had laide vpon me, J was dar 
ly led vnto hanging, but my Maſters with th 
helpe of God haue delivered me. O my mo 
hononrable Lozd and Father, it was ſaid t 
fo you by the © mpzefſe, that J would aiſo by 
the helpe of my maſters depoſe pon ont of pou” 
Empire, and that J vid labour by all meaneff od. 
poſſible to deſtrop pon, and to ſit my ſelfe lic 
your kingdome, would vou not then haue nn 
griened e ſozrowed: Yane pon not the whe 
command and gonernment of this pour King” 
dome, whercfeze then ſhould J not vſe all tf 
knowledge and skill J haue fo hetpe you m 
moſt hononred Father, rather then any ma T 
ner of way foz to deffrop vou And now 0 et, 
itgtyar from bon J haue my lining, 4 wür 9 

puy | 


75 I 2 „ 
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Lis yon foz my Soneraigne Lozd x Father, 
| Icing the terme of mp life, aud J will not in 
Je manner depziue pou of your honour, but 
| hall labour and buſie my ſelfe about the goo 
ning of the ſame, and all your commanBe- 


\& the ſame manner as the Father that caſt his 
Ponn info the Dea fo2 to dzowne him becauſs 
laid that he ſhould line fo ſ& him oz fo be & 
Fccater Lozd then his Father was, and pet the 
a donne by the p2zouidence of God was ſaned ; 
d he beca ne 8 greater 02d then his Father, 
vet was no hind2ance to him, but rather pꝛo- 
ted him much: alſo vou ſ& and remember 
it my life + carriage ſhail ener hinder you, 
pit it Chal! be fo your ioy and comfezt. Then 
uod the Emperour, bleed be the Almightie 
Pod, and the NON euer J begat thee, and 
ſiced to have ſuch a Sonne that J find ſo wiſe 


i 


e, by the which J may perfedly vnderſtand 
. wiſedo me, and that my heart may the bet- 
r eMloy tha. 


Her, command firſt filence ta b& made af your 


| ents I ſhall falfill in euerp thing: But it is 


id expert in all gwd things: tell me an eram- 


PEI the Donne, my honourable Fa- 


Teeple. that J bee not lefted in mu woznes til 
Sat 1 baue done : And when that is ended, „ 
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' Ukefozt as you baue ſent fo; me. The Chill 


Ihe Seavpcn wilc 


Swe ſentence with righteouſneſſe of the Law ; 
Vpon mer, and vpon the Empꝛeſte. Then cem 
maunded the Emperour ſilence, and the Chil F 


veganne to tell in ample manner as 6 herealte U 
followeth. | 


The Example of DIocLESIAn 
the 1 Sonne. 


Here was a king which hat 
but one Sonne that hee loue 

7 right dearelp in the beginning 
L 4 das pe now all ouelp haue leue 
Ame, whom he delinered vnto:? 
— Gen Maitſter that dwelt in a farr 
Countrey, fo2ts be bꝛought vp in learning arg 
knowledge. This childe as he wared in pres, 

lo h& increaſed in wiſedome and kuowledge 
and pꝛofited himfelfe very much therein, Any 
when hee had bene with his Ma: ter Deaueh 
geares, his Father deſired to ſ& him, and ſen| 
Letters vnto him that her chould come again 
into his Conntrey, and viſtte his Friends, | 


way 


2-40 
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was obedient to his Father, and came at his 
commondement: at whoſe comming he did er? 
ctodingly top; foꝛ that hee was growne as we! 
iu comelineffe of Bodp, as alſo in Doctrine and 
learning, and to eueryx man hee appeared plea- 
ant and gentle. pi 117898 
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y It happened vpon a day; that the father and 
the Bother fitting at the Table, and the childe 
ſerued them, a Nightingale came flying be- |} 
"J foze the Mindow whereas they ſafe, and be.. 
F ganne to Sing ſwetely that ther marnailed. 
and the knight ſay, D how\weetely this Bird 

fngeth, well were her that could vnderſtand 
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bis Hong , and could ſhew the intarwetatio | 
thereof, Then ſaid the Don, my wozſhipfull 
Father, the Dong of the Nightingale J could 
well declare, but J feare pour diſpleaſure. The 
Father ſayd, ſay bolvly my Sonne the inter- 
pꝛetation of the Bird, and then yee ſhall pꝛaue 
whether 1 ſhall be angrie o2 not, but I ſhall F 
marke well the reaſon of mine anger: And 
whenthe Son beard that, hy ſaid, the Nigh- 
tingale hath ſaid in his ſong, 5 3 ſhall become 
A greatLozd, ard J ſhall be wozchipped e hos 
nou red of all men. and namely of my Father, 
the which ſhall bzing me Water to wach my | 
= Hands, and my mother ſhall hold the Towell. 
The Father faid, thou ſhalt neuer ſe the day 
fluch ſeraiceof vs to haue, no2 none ſuch digni⸗ 
tie ſhall follow the, and in great madnes and 
= Wodnefſe, he toke his Bonne vpon his ſhoul⸗ 
der and ran to the ſea and caſt him in and ſaid, 
lie there the interpꝛeter of the birds ſong. The 
Child conld lwimme, and lwimmed to a Land 
where he was foure dapes without meate 02 
dzinke: the Filt day there came a ſhip ſapling, 
and as the Child law that, he called vnto t 
| | ſhipmen, and ſayd. faz the loue of God KA 
| 1 me 4 the perill of death, the ſhipmen ſaw 
that it waa a laire yang man, & they had com- 
| pate on him, and went with their ery 
sk 
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bim abozd, and carried him into a far coun- 
Sy , and ſold him there to a Dake. The 
hilde grew very pꝛoper and faiee, and the 
Jake ſuued him much, and had him greatlie 
Ibis faugur. 

And vppon a fine the King of that Nealme 
Prall a generall aCembly of all y-greaf Lozvs 
© Noble-men within the Realme together 


te ſit in counſell. This Duke then p2epa - 
and oꝛdained him to goe ts the faid Coun- 
Il, + gaue great regard vnto the wit + wiſe⸗ 
me of the Child, and therfo2e the the child 
th him. And when ther were all gathered x 
embled be ſoze the king and his counſell, my 
lveloued Lo2ds and Friends ſaid the king, 
l vou know the cauſe wherefoze J haue a(s 
bled yon together? They anſwered e ſaid, 
all are (Soucraigre Kozd) at your come 
ndement. Then ſaid the king, it is a ſecret 
;tter that J ſhall ſhew you: if that any man 
open it, and declare what it ſignifieth, J 
ar and p2omtſe Vnto him by wp Crowne 
J will giue vnts him mine onely Dangh- 
in Marriage, & be ſhall be my fellow in my 
alme ſo long as life doth laſt, and after my 
th he Chall haue t poſſeſſe al my whole king. 
ne: and the miſtery of the Connſell ia this. 


This 
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Thꝛé Ravens follow me ffi} wherefoend t 
that 4 goe, they leaue me not but cry dat wil. 
ſuch ho2rtble vopces that the paine is grieno 


and weariſome fo2 mi fo heart them, 4 mu. 
02c to behold their lookes, therefo2e ik the , 
r any man which tnoweth the cauſe of thy. 
their eatueſt following of mie, and can tt 
92 ſhew what rhey meane by there crying, affe 
audpd them away from mee, without doubt 
Wal ſa: filt this pꝛamiſe that J haue made. Aid! 
as the king had thas ſaid, khere was no en. 
found in all the Con l. ile that vnderſtwd eit hi 
cauſe, oz could rem mae o2 put away the By, 
gens. Then anſwsred- the Childe, and ſal. * 
bro the Duke, my Lo2d thinke pou that f a 
king will perfozme what hee hath v2omiſe\ rl 
and Will pou that 7 give the king knowledf 

af vou what von can doe Then the Chil Ms 
ſayd, J will my life ſet in pledge, and J hun 
perfo2me and male it godd what J haue ſa ng. 
When the Duke heard that, he went ko ger y 
king and ſaid: y Lozd and king, hrereſhe 
a poung man right cimning and wiſe, and rp 
doth pzomiſe ſo2 fo fulfill and ſatisfie in ais 
thinges what yon ſhall aske + deſtre fouchiÞ,;+ 
theſe Ravens, if you wil fulfill what you hay; 
pꝛomiſed. The king fwoze by the Trowngſ,;,. 
his kingdome, that which J haue ä ith 


f Malſter 8. 
11 [hinges (hall be fulfilled, Then he bꝛeught 


c child befo2e the King, and when the king 
d beheld him, her ipake vuto him after this 
anner, O iatre Child, can von awe anſwer. 
this mp Queſtion? the Childs anſſweren 
1d ſatd, yea my Load, 4 that in the hoſt may 
tr. Jour quo ion is, wherefoze that the Ka- 
ns follow you, and Hopriblte call vpon yon? 
To which 7 anfwere: Upon a time it hagpe⸗ 
= 7 that to was two Kauens, a Male and a 
WEcniaic that had brought Toth — An them 
third Nauen, 4 in that place there was ſuch 
; great en and ſcarfity of th — of 
ode fo2 the pꝛeſleruation of they lies, in ſuch 
t nt that Hen, 15eatt s, and Foules died, and 
A ried fo2 want. Now the third Kauen was 
that time very poung, and not able to fic a⸗ 
1 i dad to get her living, the Female the telt it, 
being whereby ſhe may belt get her owne li⸗ 
amg, and to ſhew that ſhe did nothing regard 
r young ore, ſhe came nc mo2e to the ncalt- 
ehe Pale Nauen ſeing that, with great pe- 
dhurp and labaur fed the poung auen till hee 
Jas able to flie. And now When this great 
Werth was paſt and gone, then the Female 
auen returned home againe to the pong Na- 
ichen, and would hold. fellowſhip and company 
»Fifh him: But the Pale Kauen ſg&ing that, 
| he 


Ti} 
he 
th 

4 
d 
bt 
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hee would haue dꝛiuen ber away, ſaping thus he 
that thee in his great miſery and neceſſity lefſis 
ziim and his companp, and therefoze now ſhe hu 
thould haue no company noz Fellowſhip witMe: 
him. She alleaged and ſaid, that ſhe had in hiMn: 
batchitig great la our and ſoꝛrow, and ſuffereMid: 
much penurp, and fo2 that cauſe ſhee would raKWi 
ther eniop his company then the Malr Kauen 
Foz this canſe my Soueraigue Kozd they fol 
ow vous aſking true iudgement wi ich of then 
both ſhall haue company with the young Ra 
ven? and this ts the caule of their hozrible cla 
mous and Royle that they make daplie vppe 
volt. 
But my honoured LL 02d, had you hereupor 
A tight wiſe Hentence giuen, pon ſhall neue 
moze fe them, oꝛ be troubled with th ir cry 
ing. Thon arſwcreo the king, and ſaid, be 
cauſe that the Female hath leſt and fozſakt 
the young Nauen in his moſt neceſſity, it fan 
detß with reaſon and Juſtice that ſhe ſhall rs 
follow him „ but her without his te!lowſhip 
And where ſh& ſaith, that in the batching and 
b2inging fo2fh of him che had great paine an | 
Traueil, that helpeth not, foz her paing wa " 
turned into top as ſore as ſhee ſaw the your 
Rauen in the world. Wut in regard that 
Male is the cauſe of pꝛoduction and general 


8 alf 


| r 
Fur” > as; Y ** 65 4 r 
, . 2 & .- 3 Ape 74 we 8 
- * v « N 4 * n 5 N 2 4 * 1 * 1 
0 : l . — — Waal, e e A SE As . ASS, 2 N wn, EIIOG n N N e 1 CCF terns 
a den vp. £0 oor a e e ecard to bg mo oe OR 8 c e OT e ee Pay re e $1 e A aprons 4 i porch 3 83 
4 — „ p ad * F $9 e OUS Talk ET + ** * * 8 W gy eo 3 2 Ion 2 4 e e NS rl ge dP or, D I I es eg rd a 2s LI EXAFS & 3 GEE c 
v wu” . * 5 ne 4 : N * 8 Metz Los Trap} 2 72 eee eee aw 5 5 e r N 42 Mut tad N Ie ON . 5 
N 2 9 * e wet r 4 a 9 . r F 5 . : COT, NE: a ah $8 2 EF Rs tt. LE AR rac mains | 
N n r , h * * e n * . 9 8 þ Q wo i \ —__ pA Pant e * . 88388 Pe” 2 . : Wee en "IG W 8 92 1 _ 4 3 Fw. 6 IRS * 9 e 
c l 7 of gr Sx 2 e e Ae ee Og, eee ng e * 3 - FFF * W 8 ne ed 5 e e e £0 6: een N * ere 2 — 
CEE * k : R 21 PE at oy = Fl * Fe, : * . 'F Wore be, 5 — + s — * * . a ASI DR 7 I rg a , S · et TN 
9, 1 — — "be e e ens ne” es N fy M e any 7. nes Lien * IP e N. e e e eee N a i * Ree «Fs es 
* Wu; -. of * 22 * * * 8 ** * r * * —_ ”w - 5 
6 , = 


& 


Maiſters. 


Mok euery beaſt of the earth, 4 enery foule ot 
ie apze, and alſo becauſe the young Kauen in 
is neceflitp was fuſtz ined and feb vnto the re- 
duerp $ nourithing of his body, by the Male, 
erekoze J conclude both fop indgement 4 fcn- 
mce diffi-itine, that the yong Nauen ſhall as 
ide and kern company with the male, and not 
dit) The Female. 
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And when the Nauens heatd this ſerifence , 
ith great noiſe and try they ew vp into the 

re, and were nv m0ze ſtene nos tound in a 
KNegion. 9 
ben 
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MYEhen this was done, the Ring demardgl 
of the roung man what his Hane was 2 95 
anſiered , and ſaid, J am called \levand{ ; 

Then tato the ring J will that pon Chal graffi 
we one requeſt, which is, that from hencekoꝛn 
pan {hail name and fake mee, and none ofth!; 
fo2 vou Father. fo2 you ſhall haue my daugſhia 
fer fa Mike, and port thall haue the whole GY: 
Hecaement and poſſeſſiyn of this mp Realm; 
This young Alexander abode and d Welled WM; 
408 there with the Ring, and enery man did ercal}{» 
mw dinxly loue and fanouc him, foꝛ he began fohauſys : 
AJiuſts and Turnepes, wherein at all times nc 
did ſninn the P73 befoꝛe all others that wen 
in Egipt, fo thit his Bere o2 like was not Ren 
be found, neither wece there ſo hard oz obſcuſſ};2; 
a queſtion putt2 him, but that he could ma 
knowne the true Sence and meaning theres 
At that time there was an © mperonr whaſſher 
name wis Titus, that excelled in gentlenelV 
courteſte, and curioſity, all other Emperou vit 
king, and Pꝛinces in the whole WMoꝛld. nin 
much that ſuch kame and nople de w and rains! 
ouer the wozld of it, that whatCſoener be when 
that wonld leazne and p2oſtt in cunning ma id 
ners, oꝛ behauiour, he ſhould goe to that E im 
perours Court. And when Alexander heal ti 


_ be (aid fo the Ring, my no hon hne 
ral 
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wv ble Lozd and Father, vou know well that the 
Yoiuld is full of the ſame of the Emperoꝛ, that 
11 is vers dele dable and pleaſant fo abide, and 
ra well in his Court, wherefoze if tf pleaſe you 
ow erendumed 102d and Father: J would very 
Sly goe to his Court, tothe wfent that 2 
lahhnap obfatne moze wiſedame, 4 grow p20mp-- 
Oger in marners and behaniour then now J am. 
ng herupon anſwered the king, it pleaſelh me 
aht wel. but J would that pon take wich you 
lenty of Gold 4 filuer,. and other ueceſlaries, 
0 mnch that pou miue hone2 there map ſaue, 
s ns that vou map haue alſo the which is fo you 
oſt requiſite and neceſtarp. And alſo it ſeœ- 
neth vnto me to be very expedient, that be- 
022 pour departing, pou ſhould Parr my 
Dan ghter. 

Then anſwered: Alexander, wili it pleaſe 
You my Koꝛzd fo ſpare mc at this time, aid at 
Unp comming home agaire J ſhall wed her 
uigwith all hondur as unte her *ppertaineth. The 
ing anſwered, ſince that it is pour b ill to go 
nto the Emperonrs Court. J licence you, E 


Wid take his care cf the king, and toke with 
im abundance of Treaſure, and thee he went 
Yo the Emperours Odurt and when her was 
me,, with-many follawers 550 went . 


b herunfo J gine mp conſent. L hen Alexander 


_ 3 
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fie Emperour and fell vpon his knies and ſh; 
luted him, and did him reuerence. 1 

The Emperour roſe vp from his ſeat imp 
riall and kiſſed him, and aſked him of when: nit 
and what he was, and wherfoze he was come nt 
be anſwered and ſaid, J am Hon and Heire is 
the Bing of Egypt, t am come to doe ſeruiſte 
ko pour moſt Digh Maieſtp, if if pleaſe you Mod 
accept of me. The Emperonr ſatd, that he wal 7 
right heartily welcome, and committed him ©; 
his Steward and made him his Carner. Ti: ; 
Steward owdained him a faire Chamber, ant. 
p20utded fo2 him all things that were neceſ};; 
ry to the ſame, & Alexander behaned himſelg,;; 
fo well, that in ſhozt time h&e was beloved ie 
all the people. de 

Not long alter that, came the Kings ſonn 1, 
of France to doc Seruice vnto the EmperourÞ,,r 
and to learn gov qualities, and faire and con : 
ly behaniour, him the Empersur receiuqne 
Hononrably, and demaunded his name, and 
what kindzed he was come? De anſwered In 
am Son fo the King of France, and J haue Mru⸗ 


name Lodowick, your ſeruant, Then ſaid ii: 


Emperoz 3 haue made Alexander my Caru 


t you ſhall be my Cup⸗bearer, that alwatesy in 
ſhall doe ſernice at my Table: and comma 


ded the ſteward to align dim a lodging, who 
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iz placed with Alexander in his Cha inber- 
Theſe two Gentlemen were lo mn Mute 
n Wiſage, and condition, that 7455 the ans 
night be diſcerned 02 knowne from the 


nt that Alexander was moze cunning 
is derds then Was Lodowicke,. fo; 
t feminine Man, e ſhamerad:* d theſe ewe 
Vong men loued wel together. 

The Emperour had one only 1 na / 
ed Florentine, ſhe was right fatre and 128 
us and chouln be his Heire, whome he Jones, 
xtirely, che had a Court by hertelke, tu. 
ants toher alkigned: to het the Tmperdnr" es. 
ry day was actnſtomed to (end. 1 0 is fas 
e of his daineties in token ok loue, by Alex 
der } 9 7 that the Daughter vegane 
haue him ma niflendy inhet fauour „ 

ur fue of his wiſedome and 71475 bebaut 
ous: happened Upon a dap Alexander 1550 00 | 
une had Nach utineffe khat her lernen ne 
i e Table, no; none other gane arte ard 


e rued in his oe, AW ATR 17 100 Li 
4 d the 885 lt in his la t 
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the Emperonrs Daughter , and ſaluted * 
with great reverence, and ſet the mcate befo:g 
her, and vntill that time he had not ſene her? 
the Ppercetued anon that it was not Alexander; 
and fayd to him on this manner, what is youg 
name⸗ and whoſe Bonne are pon? De anſ we. 
red to her and laid, Madam, IJ am the Kings 
Sonne of France and my name is Lodowick | 
te ſaid, I thanke you foz yout labour, & ther * 
1 8 5 his leaue and departed. In the mearg ' 
in e tame Alexander to the table, and they ful 
led their teruite. | 
hy. Dinner being done, anon Lodowicly | 
went to bed ſoze Hicke, and Alexander pen 
q 


teluing that, went to his Chamber and ſaid unt 

him. O my moſt beſt beloved Friend and fel 

low Lodow icke, how is it with you. and wh: 

is the cauſe of your infirmity : Yee. anſwer] ? 
him and ſaid, the cauſe 3 know not, but J fe 
me lo ſoze ſick that J feare me J cannot eſca 
he death. Alexander ſaid, the capſe of pour it 
tmity and diſeaſe J know well, faz to date 4 r. 
ye did beare the me ate to the Emperozs daugſ * 
tex, pee beheld her countenance. and beauty 
el ently, thaf'your heart was taken and rat 
d with ber loue. Mherenpon be anſwers 
Alexander, all the Phinttons in the wo: 


rute net moze truly iudge my ficknelſe, ** wp 
1 


en | 
122 
er | 


Maiſters. 
feare it will be my death. Then ſaid Alexan 


der, bo ot god comfozt, and J ſhall helpe you.” 
vuto my power, and ſo fo2thwith went ro the 
Perchant, and bought with his owne Money 
| a faireCloath, ſet with precious Stones, vn- | 
knowne to Lodowicke , and peſented it in his 


behalfe vnto the P:inceſſe, As (one as ſhe be- 


held that; ſhe aſked him where he had that colt 7! 
ly and pꝛecious Cloth : and hee ſaid, Madam Þ 
of the Bonne of the moſt Chaiftian ing ot 
France, who ſen eth it vnto you fo2 pour lone: 
fo2 he hauing but orc beheld. pour Paincely i 


«| face.,-is gzowne lo ficks that he lyethvpon bis 


bed enen vnto his death, and thergfoze ik von 
ſuffer him to periſh, you ſhall neuer recouer a- 
Then ſapd ſher, god Alexander. 5 would 1 
pou thus counſaile mee that J ſhould, loſe mn 


Uirginity: God dekend that, aud be von ſure 
Alexander that fo . uch mefſages, you ſhal ne» | 1 


uer moe winne thankes of me, therofoze. ga 


of to me. When Alexander heard that „ ber did 
obepſance and departed. Fil 
The next day Alexander went againe fo the | 
Cittie and bought a Chaplet that was twice 
moe in values then the Cloth, and ther with = F 
went to the Pꝛinceſle chamber and gaue it to 

ä Þ 2 her 


3 
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ber on the behalte ot Lodowick. And when the 


1 


3 
15 
3 


ſaw that coſtly gift, chæ ſaid vnto him in this 
manner. J maruaileof you, that ſo offen as | 
vou haue ſœne and ſpoken with me, that you 
haue not done your owne errand in ſpeaking | 


7 foz pour ſelfe, but foz another. Thenanſwerd 
hee, O Madam J haue not bene fs diſpoſed 
berauſe my birth is not to be compared with 
= pours, and allo it happened me neuer lucha 


„ 
. 


and true fellowſhip: And therefoze mow excel⸗ 
= lent P2incelſe , of your moſt abondant- pitty 
haue conipaſſion'on him, and make him whole 
that vou haue ko ſeze wounded to Death, that | 
it beer not foz euer laide unte pour crueitę and 
hardne fle ot heart. Sher anlwered dim, go? | 


 comierthen the Chavlet was, and pzeſonted | 


ccæaſt as my heart wasſo wounded: and he that : 


bath a god fellow is bound foz to doe him good 


your wap, foz at this time J will gine you no 

wer thereot: and as he heard that, he take 
his lefne and departed. En 
ird dap hee went to the Citty, and | 


bought a girdle that was moze in Ualew, and 


* 


it toher on the behalle ol Lodowicke: t when 


to mp Chamber about the Third houre in the 
night, and de ſhal find the doze open, and 4 | 
an er! 


ce taw e beheld that gift fo pzecions, ſhes ſaid J | 
onto Alexander ſay to Lodowickethathe come 


WH pins > pho Ch EA 9% ts to 
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nder hearing that was glad, 4 went fo hisfel- 
low e ſaid mp beſt beloned fellow ber of good 


1 camfoat, foz J haue conquered p Pꝛinteſte to 


vou, this night J ſhall bꝛing yon to her cham- 
1 ber: And when that was ſaid, he farted up as 
1 though hee was wakened out ofhits flepe, and 
was well reuined, and fo2 greafioy he became 
well: thenert night following Alexander twke 
| 1 Lodowicke 4 bzought him vnto the Chamber 


of the Lady, with whome he was in ſalace and 


beart was vpon him, ſo that there was but one 
onely loue bet weene them both. 


the eares of the knightes and gentlemen of the 


Alexander many times put himſelfe in ieopar · 
al HVatnceſſe knew if well. 
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1] toy all night, and from that time foꝛth all her 


And atter that Lodowick vſedeftentimes to: | 
I viſite her, ſo that by pzocelle of time it came ta 
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Court, how that the Emperours Daughter. | * 
was knows by Lodowicke, and they ronſpi⸗ i ö 
red among themſelues haw: they might ande 1 
bim, and int rappe him therewith, and ſo oz s 
d take him. As Alexander had knowledge ther- 
J of, he armed him to withſtand them, add when 
n the knights vnderſtood that, they fearing A- 

lexander, ſuffered his fellow fo2 i go in pencs. 


dy foz him, hee not down thereof, but ths 
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2 u choꝛt time after that, there came Lett ers 
to Alexander, of the death of the Bing of E- 
gypt, that hee chould haſtilp come and-receine 
bis Kingdome with honour and toy, and that 


Wicke, t allo of h!s departing, wherefoze they 
were ſo2rowtfull and heauy. He ſaid alſo vnto 
the Empero2, my moſt bo ourable L020, pleas 
ſeth it you fog to vnderll and, fo2 J haue retei⸗ 
ned Letters of the death of my Father, wher⸗ 


dome, and that yon will be pleaſed to giue me 
leaue fo depart, and fo; all the benefits to mee 


rather then J chould by my going, any way of- 
All my Realme, t all that J haue in the wozld, 


| Four; know you foz/ cerfaine, that foꝛ pour de- 
| parfureJ am right heauy and ſozrowfull, fo; 
vou were the beſt Deruant that was in all my 


| Hinder his ſeruants from their pꝛomotions oz 
| abuancements, but rather to promote them to 
N higher 2 greater honour. Zherefoze goe pon 
vnte our Treaſurer and hes ſhall deliver you 
as much Gould as vou will haue, and in the 
_ of God (and my P—— goe info your 


{Hewedhe enen to the Painceſe and to Lodo- 


foꝛe it behooneth me to goe 4 receive't:e kiug- | 


done J offer my ſelfe and all my goods: And 
fend oz diſpleaſe you my Lo2d, J ſhall fozſake 
and abtde with you ſtill. Then ſaid the Empe- I 


Eourt, but it becommetꝭ not an Emperour to 


Tountrp; 


kauour and grace that you ſfand in with oe | 
 I©mperour, ans daie and night ſhall lie in wait 


4 
; 

| 

| 
| 
; 
[ 
7 


ſen his wap Seauen Myles at the leaſt: after 


MNaiſters. 


ICountrep . And thus Alexander had leaue of 
the Empercur, and bad him farewel, and ther 
were all ſozrowful foz his departure, foz ber 
was beloned of all, 


Lodowicke with the Pzinceſſe bꝛougktf him 


that Alexander would not ſuffer them to g de 
zup farther, then fell they both to the art 
with great ſoꝛrow and heavineſſe . nd 


Inder toke and lifted him vp againe from 55 
ground, and comfozted him with 1 words i 
eff brloyed 


and ſaid O Lodowicke my moſt 
Fellow, J warne you, that the ſecrets being 


bet wirt you and my Lady, you hide and keepe 1 
Ithem as pꝛiuily as you map, 4 take good herde 


to all things, foz J wote another ſhall come 
and be in my ſkead, that call enuie you of the 


to take you with a fault , and to put pou bnto 


rebuke and ſhame. Then anſwercd Lodowick 
ſhall beware as much 
as to me is poſſible , But how ſhall I now doe, 
when J ſhall want your company ? Theres 


t ſapd, O Alexauder J 


foze one thing J ſhalll deftre of you , that 0 
take this King of me fo2 a remembzance. a 


laid he, I ſhall fo2 the lone of you gladly receive 
your Ring, and pet J ſhalt nener without the | 
P 4 Ring 
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Ring fo2get yon. ,- and ſo hee committed them J 
both vnto God. | 
8 ther about the necke and kiſed,and ſo.they de⸗ 
| parted. £2 


: named Guido, was reteiued of the Cmperour | 


Then they imbzaced each o- 


Not lang after the kings Donne of Spayue Tx: 


in the rome and place of Alexander, to whom At 


* the feward aligned Alexanders plate & cham- 
ber, the which was very ſoze againft/ the will 
ol Lodowick, but he could not helpe it. 
| Guidoſeing that Lodowick acaind bis will 

had him in his fellowſhip, anon he grew enui- 
dus againſt him, ſo Lodowicke of a long time 
| foz feare of the ſaid Guido, kept him ont of the | 
| company ofthe Tadie. Nevuertheleffe, affer- i 
wardes being onercome with her loue, ſome- 
time he hannted e went againe vnfo her as hee 
| befpzehad done: Guido quickly percetning the 
| ns Gait ſo lang thereon, that he knew the 
truth, e was fherefoze cerfaine that the P2in- 
telle was by Lodowicke knowne, and had ac | 


| companyed with her. 


©; 


pon a time it happened that the Empero2 
td in his Hall and alles Alexander foz his. 
gentleneſle and wiſedome. Guido heating that 
| ſayd, my Lo2d, he is not ſo much woꝛthy to be 
| commended as you imagine, fo2 he hath a long 


tums bien: a ttaxta in vour honſe. | | 
2a Then 


Maiſters. 


Thenthe Emperour ſaid, tell me how? Gui- 
ſaid, pou haue but one Daughter onely the 


th ovefiled, and lyne by though the helpe of 
exander, and he goeth fo her euer night as 
pleaſeth him. 
And as ſoone as fhe Cmperorr heard theres 
he was ſoze moued, and began to he angry, 
Id it hapned Lodowicke vppon the ſame time 
come though the Pall, and as fhe Tmpero2 
Iv him he laid, what heare J of thee thou evil 
Wd vntrue body? If if bee found and p2oued 
e, thou ſhalt Die the moſt ſhamekull death 
it can be deuiſed. Lodowicke ſaid, my Lo2d 
ge Emperour, what is the canſe ? Guido an- 
bered, J ſay, and depoſe here bokoꝛe my Lo2d 
inſt thee , that thou halt defiled his onelte 
 Bznghter, aud eurrp night thou goefT fo Her, x 
 Heff Fo2ntcafton with her, that with Wattell 
ſhall pzoue and make it god vpon thy bodte 
ith my bodp. Then ſaid Lodowicke J am in- 
cent and not infected with that crime, and 
ſely. thou doeſt belie me, ther vpon 7 hold 
E batfell, and I fruſt to God thy falchod hal 
me vpon thine owue head. Then the Em- 
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Yd chewed to her the cauſe, and the day of 1275 
te 


ich hall be your Heire, and her Lodowick 


rour afligned vnto them the day of Combat. 
at done, Lodowicke went vnts the Ladie 
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The Seaven wiſe 


fell by the Emperour alligned, and in whalnd 
manner Guido had accuſed him, and ſaid vn 
her: Now it behwueth me fo haue pour con 
Cell, o2 elſe J mult die, fo2 as pon know . 
had not auapied mee te haue gayne-ſayd ti 
battell, without J ould haue pelded my ſel 
guilty : Guido is ſtrong and hardie, that hi 
like is none but Alexander, and J am feble, 
therefoze if J fight the Battell againſt him, 
were but a dead man; and ſo you ſhall abide rin 
buke and ſhame. Then ſaid ſhe, follow 
Conrſell in that you miſtruſt yourſelfe , gc 
haſtily vuto my Father ard ſay vnts him, th 
| pe haue recetued Letters, whereby yon ah 
| alured that the king your father is ſo2e ſic, 
And lpeth vpon his death bed, and defireth fo 
vou, and fo ſpeake with vou tn perſon, and 
diſpoſe of his kingdome befſo2e hee depart of 
of this life: ſo deſire him to gine you leaue 
the lone of pour Father, fo noe viſite him, at 
that hee will pzclong and lengthen the day 
Bitte?! , that in the meane ſeaſon pou my; 
goe & come And when you haue gotten leaugg, «4. 
as hail» as pou can, ſecretly goe to king 
lexander, and being thither come, fake him 
part, and. ſhew him the cauſe of pour comming 
und require him in this pour great ertreamit 
that he will helpe and laue vs. 18 


Maiſters, 


by nd when Lodowick had heard her counſell, 

1Sicaſed him well, and hie did acco2dinaly : 
iS haning obtained leaue, and along day, and 
ite of the battell pꝛefixed aud affignes, her 
deparfed, and tooke his tourney towards 
UF ealme of Egypt, & neuer ſtayed day no2 
t till hee tame into king Alexanders Ca- 


5 


7 
ind when that Ring Alexander had vnder⸗ 
ihding ok his comming, he was very glad, ex 
{0 meete him, and received him honoura- 
and he did wonder much af his comming. 
en ſaid Lodowicke O my dere Koꝛd, #4 my 
veloned friend, my life and my death is 
our handes, fo2 as pou ſaid to mes befoze 
St chould haue another fellow, the which 
uld lie in waite to eſpie mee, and to deſtroy 
Fe, without J did loke mo2e wiſely vrfo my 
fe: Bo „ as long as J conld J did abſtaine 
Im her, till J might no longer abide: but af 
twardes the Kings Sonne of Spapne made 
ifch lo long oner me, vntill he perceined the 
ath. Inthe end he accuſed me vnto the Em- 
tour, ſo that on the eight day Hereafter from 
is day J muſt be ready, and p2epare me foz 
fight with him body againſt body band as pe 
w well he is a very ſtrong and hardy man, 


Jam weake and feble, and therefoze hath 
Florentine 


The Seauenwiſe | off: 


Florentine counſelled me that J ſhould not ent 
this matter from pon, foꝛ ſhe knoweth you b 
a faithkall friend. and that pon would not lee tt 
Is in this neceſſity. 1 out 
Then ſaid Alexander, is there any bodyſſ; co 
knoweth of rour comming vnto mee fo? t Al 
matter moꝛe then Florentine ? hee anſweh; ch 
him, and ſaid. no creature lifting, fo2 I taken] 
leaue of the E mperour to gee vilite my Fat wh 
Lying artenofiy ficke. Then Alexander asf are 
of him what Counſell hath Florentine ith ci 
ou now , and in what wiſe J might he - 
yeu? He ſaid, O my moſt conſtant and fai m 
fall Friend, in this wiſe thee hath: count 1 
mee; couſidering that we be like one another; 
that vou ſhonld come and perkoꝛme the batſ e 
with him, and no man ſhould know you but ſy c 
and the Battell done, J ſhould come againk co! 
the Court, and you returne backe fo ygthe 
owne Countrey Then he aſked him wita1 
the day ſhould be of the Battell, and hee (ater 
E1:ht dates hence. the 
Then fapd Alexander, if J ſhould this 17K 
day farry befoze I deparf hence, Then IJ <p 
not come by the day p2efired. Wherenpon Hig 
derſtand what J will doe: J haue bidden , 
my ſubiects, that fo morzow they ſheuld co 
to my wedding, and il J ſhould goe, then * 


Maiſters. 


Joſt: if A goe not and doe the baktell, then 
(F-ntine and you are vndone, what thinke 
ugis beſt to be dove? When Lodowicke did 
este that; her kell to the earth, t began to ſo2- 


out of meaſure, ſaying, ſoꝛrow and heam- 


J & come ſnddealy to me on all ſides. Then 


Alexander vnto him, be of god comfoe2t 
E 1 ſhall not fozſake pou in this ſozt, though 
ould loſe ny life and kingoome, but hear- 
i what J haue thought vpon: inſomuch that 
ag are both like one to another, (o that the one 
Ss cannot bee knowne from the other, and 
ego me J am not greatly knowne here, but 
al my Barons, e all other my Subiects will 
ue you foz me, therefoze he re you ſhall abide 
Mercy e marry mp Mike in my ſtead; 2 bold 
i Feaſt « Nuptials, 4 doe in all things as it 
&y ſelfewers there pꝛelent, except when as 
neh co me ko bed to with my wife, loke that you 
YIthere true and faithfull] and J chall with- 
vitarrying goe and take mp Hozle and ride 
aſher whereas the battell thallbe, e if god giue 
the vigoꝛp that J may overcome and dan 

Af your enemy, J will come againe ſettetlip 
} you thall go againe vnd pour belt belotled. 
is dope, Alexander bad Loduwick@itdres 
gl, and then hee toke his Journey towards 
"© mperonrs Court, fo2 to fight and dor the 


1 battel 
d | 


4 
1 
4 5 
F 8 
3 ; 
Aa : is 
"9-25! Ft 
43*.S8 
* . 
1 
7 1 
: * 
ny 
. 
fs 
4 
8 2 

7 


The Seauen wiſe 


battell with Guido, and Lodowick farrieq 
 Agyprt in ſtead of Bing Alexandcr, 

And vpon the nert mozning came Lodoy 
as though he had bene Ring Alexander, | 
there ſolemnly in the Face of the Church 
eſpouſed King Alexanders Wife, and ſole 
zed the Marriage Feaſt with great royalt 
delicates and dainty meates, plenty of all 
ner of Mines, and diners melodies of Inſ\ 
ments of muſtcke, and great iop and chere 
the Noble men, and all other people that 
there aſſembled. And when the night waec 
he went to Bed with the Queene, 4 laid 
tweene him and her a naked Sword, whi 
hee had great wonder, but nothing thee (: 
and fo hee lay with her euerp night ſo long 9 
Alexander ſuas out. Food 
Now King Alexander at the dap that ! 
p2efired and ſet, came vito the Emperouſy c 
ſayd; O moſt Soverature Loꝛzd, it is ſo, pitt 
J haut left my Father very ſicke, and in glei 
hazard of death, vet neuertheles J am conFny | 
perfozme my p20mile, and with a full relfaith 
tion to defend mine Honour. The Empire } 
ſayd, pon doe honourably and accoaving tircy 
valour of a Noble Man, and foꝛtune ſhalikea 
noaur you (3 hope) in n lud a And: right vent 

—_ o ct 


Maiſters. 


And when the Emperours dani vnder⸗ 
wd that Alexander was come, anon thee ſert 
t ez him, and when he was come ta her ſhe ve- 
ugy conrteanfly and kindly imb2aced hun, and 
Pith great top and gladnelle che vifed him, and 
0 leſſed the time that ſhe might ſee: him againe, 


elgaithſull Friend and Lover Lodowiche? Then 
eee declared vnto her the whole difcourſe and 


taircumſtance, how he hav left him king in his 


Ieaime: and ſo he toke his leaue of her, and 


tÞcnt to Lodowicks Chamber, and there was 


0 creafure that tf beugt otherwile but that he 
was 
5210 
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The Seaven wiſe 
was Lodowicke, except Florentine onely, Thi 
nert day following befoze Alexander went vn 
to the Batffel, be ſapd vnfo the Enperour ir 
the p:eſence of Guido, My moT renowned Doll 
ueraigne Lozd, Guido Hath falfly and vii 
inſkle acuſed me vnto pour moſt noble Gracg 
in lapng that I ſhoald be of ſuch acquaintance 
with the Pzincelſe pont moſt vertuous & one 
ty Danghter, which is fo the great diſhonoug[ 
of your mo noble 73erſon, and hers © where 
| bnfo J lweare aud afirme by the holy Euan . 
geliſks, that ſhe was neuer in ſuch manner o 
wiſe knowne by me as he hath alleaged and in! 
kozmed onto you, which J chall pꝛoue x mak 
god this day bpon his bod, with the apd ant 
helpe of God- 
Then anſwered Guido, yet. once 4 ſap a 
gaiue, and (Weare by the Daly Gaaigeliffs 
and by all that Gov hath made, that thau hat 
had knowledge, and ha vefiled the Emperoz 
Daughter, and that J chall make good bppa 
thy head, TRENT $ 
ZUherupon they lept von theit Eaters | 
and ran lo ftercely one. at another with theif 
| Speares, that they both bzale and ſhluered in 
| peces, and then they dzew, their Sog os an 
! fowrht ſo long foxefhec, vntil at the lat Alex 
” ander with great might and ſkrength at on 
ſcro 


Aro 
0 t. 


M ailtere, 


roke mote off Guidoes head, and ſent it vn⸗ 
o the Emperozs daughter, whereof ſha was 
ight glad, and hare it vuto her Father, and 


| 
| 
| 


o falflp defamed pou and me. | 

hen the Emyero2 perceiued the vicozie ; 
man he ſent fo2 Alexander, whome he thought 
haue bene Lodou icke, & ſaid vnfo him: D 
odowicke this day pour honour & my daugp⸗ 
ers pou haue ſaned, pou ſhall ſfand and be ta 
noꝛrow in my arace and fauour, and whatſs- 
ner that he be that hereafter ſhall agame de⸗ 


Y 
1 


Fatton. 
Then anſwered Alexander, and ſaid, God 
[mates heipeth and ſaueth them that put their 
uſt in him, and reuengeth the wzong done 
nfo the innocent. | 
Wut now moſt renowned Lozd, one thing 
Joe intreat at pour hands: at my departure 
Anme Father, J left him ſoze ficke, that it 
ill pleaſe pon to gine me leaue to goe and ſer 
ow it ſtandeth with him, and if that he be a - 
ei thing amended, J ſhall inconfinent come as 
i zine. Then the Emperour ſaid, that pleaſeth 
e, but vou map in no manner of wiſe lsane 
e: fo2 from heucefozth J cannot bs without 
j ur pzefence- 
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ayd, Father, behoid the Lead of him that bath 


ne vou, hee thall fo2 euer ſtand in my indig 
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The Seaven wiſe 


Now Alexander hauing taken leaue of thi wi 
- Empecour, bad him farewell, and with al the 
ſpede ne could make, rode backe againe vnt@9: 
his Realine, Now Lodowick hauing heard oſþo1 
his returne, with much toy he did ride to mepae 
him, and hining met together, with areaſſ1y 
gladaeſſe and chere he kriendlp recetued himfken 
and ſatd, O moſt true friend of all friends, teYov 
me how fa2tune hath fauo:ed pou in this pouſtha, 
 tournep and buſineſſe, and to what end polaid 
haue bꝛought it? Then ſaidhe; goe fo the Emi 
perour, and ſerue him as vou haue done befozeſhe 
fo J haue gotten you mo2e grace and fauour ano: 
his hands than ener you had in foꝛmer time, anon 
JJ haue alſo cut off the head of pour greateſt c 
nemie and aduerſary, 
Then ſaid Lodowicke, yon haue not onel 
at thistime ſaued my life, but in like manne 
von haue p2eſerncd mee herefofo2e, the whic 
kindnes J ſhall neuer fo2gef, neither as yet 
cannot it requite, but Gov reward pou, and | 
be departed, e went agatre to the @mperont 
Court, and tiere was no man that had an 
knowledge of the abſence of King Alexandct 
except; Lodowick onelv. | 
And when that night was come, he wert 
bed to the Nuene, +as ſore as he was lay 
in bow, hee began \wetely to imbzace her, a 
wi 


Maiſters. 
with friendly wozvs hee killed her. Then ſaid 
the, you haue made this time feolong; in that 
iron haue ſhewed nothing of friendchip oz loue, 
oho w may this be? Then ſaid he, wherfoze ſay 
teſyon that 2 She ſayd, euerp night as J was in 
a1'y bed, pou haue put betwixt you Eme a nas 
ned © weed, and you haue neuer turned pou 
eo wards me vnfill now. And when he heard 
ſuſthat, he thought on the truth of his fellow, and 
offi, © my deere Leoy, it was not done foz a- 
m7 i111 will, bu! foz a god pzobation of loue; But 
F 2 ſatd fo her ſelte, that leue ſhall peu have no 
102e, but deſpight, and J will be reuenged * 
non thee. 


, _ m_ — 
| = LES 
* r e — 1 
— — — — 


N 
— 
— D 

| 
| 
| 
77 
7 
7 
6 7 

\ 

I 


* — . —— nnn. - 
enn NY OT OY 3 WT 8 
— 


2 - — ea->-es 
- n 
r 8 n 


SM 
S 
9 q ů¶ů ́A— —— — — 4, an 


7 12 
pi * 
J 9 


4 * * "4 

+4 "Ky 

F® Wo - 
: 7 4 


i * 

1 1 
T6, 7 
4 q : 2 
+ bes \ : 

- 
: 
: 


N * ae 
* * 


3 . L . = ow 
” 5 
— . „ e r rr jy terry of TIF Ss 
" - 3 . — mul one fie - frog He 1 I 1 " vp 
P 3 — on pn 
* * 
- * 
« 


r eee 
ee eee x wi G 


2 ——ů 
gh ed ———— 


——. .. ˙—9e⅝ꝛin K nt i 
d —— — n K K 
5 G p Y 
n 2 D * 7% 


The Seauen wiſe 


Then there was a knight 5 thee befoze rad 
a little lone and fauour vato, and here baganng |; 
oz to loue him'moze and moꝛe, ſo long till at 
the laff they thought and imagined how they! 
might deſtrop and ftay the king, and therefo:g 
they got popſon and popſoned the king, ſo that 
if he had not bene right (frong of complerton | 
hee had dyed thereof, foz it w2ought in him ia 
ſoze, that it canſed him to be a moſt fowle any! 
hozrible Leaper as euer was ſæene vppon the 
earth. The Lozds and Noble men of his (ayaſthe 
Realme, andthe Nucene allo ſ&ing, this deſpis]to | 
ſed him, and ſayd, that if behooned not a Lea. the 
pet fo raigne ouer bs, fo2 he ſhould not p2zocurg bis 
no2 ingenderany fatre oz cleane heires, and ſa] - 
be was depoſed of his dignity Royall, and dꝛiſſind 
uen out of his Realme. oh 

In tho meane fime dyed the Emperour om 
Rome, & Lodowicke married his Daughter he 
and after that Lodowicks Father died, ſs thaf Iny 
Lodowicke Raigned both Tmperour of Romcys, 
and king of France at once. Aist 
When king Alexander heard that, he though. noe 
in himſelfe,now my Fellow raigneth and ruHo2 
leth both the Empire of Rome and Nealme oſſhe 
Fraunce, to whom may I goe better then vntiwil 
bim, foz whom many times J haue ventureKiee, 
Milte: And vpan a night * roſe bp & made 


hy 


— 


Maiſters. 


1 ſim ready, and toke with him his ftaffe and 


Country. 

1 And when he was come nigh vnto the gate, 
He late downe among other pee Lazers, ex- 
ppecting the giuing of Almes, ard vppon a ſud⸗ 
la paine as the Emperour went out of his Pal- 


nd ace, all the poze Lazers began fo ring their 


het appers, and the god Ring Alexander did as 


vaſthe other did, but there was no Almes ginen 


Uſto bim: he farried ſo long vnto the time that 
asche Emperour was ſet, and ſerued at the Ta⸗ 
re ple. 
ſq 
14nd knocked thereat , and the Pozter asked 
12 was there 2 Alexander anſwered him, 1 
m 4 poze deſpiſed mau, and J pzay pou faz 
: the leue of God turne not away your ſight from 
Any viſage, but that you will foz the reward ol 
need doe my meſſage vnto the Emperour: her 
lisked what is the matter ? Alexander ſaid; 
ahſſzoe and tell him heere is a Lazer that is right 


ruſpoꝛrible vgly to ſee, the which pzayeth him foz | 


oſſthe lone of God and King Alexander, that he 
ntvill grannt him this Day to'eate his #lmes 
reFtefo2e him vppon the earth in his hall. The 
0 dozter anſwered, J wonder that you dare de- 


Are that of my Lozv? Foz wor, all the Hall ni 


K 3 


$1:12pper > and went towardes the Emperours 


Then went Bing Alexander bnto the nate, | 


TheSeaven wiſe 


| ili fall of Lozds 4 Noblemen, # if they ſhould | f C 
| behold you, they would all abhozre and foxſake it 
their meate: But fo2 as much as you haue re- 
| quired me ſo lamentably, fo2 the loue of Gor, | 
J ſhall goe and doe your Errand whatſocner |] Y! 
happen thereof, and ſo hee went fozward and e 
did his meſſuage vnto the Emperour. When“ 
the Emperour heard the Pozter name Alex- in 
ander the Ring of A gypt, be laid to the oz- e 
ter, goe thy waies and being him befoze mee lf 1) 
| bow hozrible and vglie loeuer that his vilage ein 
be, and ozdaine him a place befoze mee that he 
map eate, and fed in my pꝛeſence. The Poz- c 
ter bꝛought him in imediately, and/o2dained; th 
him a plece, and ſet him to meate befoze the fy 
* Emperour- And when he had well refrefhedj '? 
 himſelfe, he ſaid vnts one of the @mperours 10 
Seruants o deere Friend, doe mee this ers 
rand vnto the Emperonr, ſay vnto him, tha: 3] E 
p2ay him foz/ the joue of God and king Alex{ ke 
ander, that he will lend mie his Cup of Wine le! 
The Hernant ſaid foz the loue ok God J will N 
du it, but 3 beleue it will not bee, | fo2 if pon W! 
hoald but touch my Lo2ds cup, he will not by vs 
any meanes d2inke of the lame cup again; vel w 


uertheleſle he did the errand. de 
And when that the Emperoz heard him t. — 


nams king Alexander, be commannded ar.” 
| mn 


| Maiſters. E. 4 

Cup ſhould be filled of the beff wine, and corr 
q it 8 him, the which Mine when he had ce 

- I ceined, he put if into his Bottle, and foke hin 
„Ning that Lodowick had giuen vnto him, and 

1 put it into the cup, and ſent it againe vnto the 
d| Emperour. 1 
1] And when the Emperour ſaw the Ring, e 
-| inſtantly knew that {ft was the ſame ring that 
12 had gluen onto King Alexander in 5 070 1 


CI 
———— EP 


. S 4 
99j3é:jn . „ ĩͤ 
— . ˙ OE ES EE. 
— 4 * — 1 — 39 N a nw 5 
I” K'%; PU a * N > 1 — 7 


r l n 3 2 SY = 1 r 
n 4 N = wears 'S 
a % "a - * p 4 
k + T3 SS n S 5 
Se * — — " * 1 We Ws og, 
— 2 N 9 * 1 EA 
1 N 22 
— 1 a pt 
2 N 1 D. 2 7 4 „ — % ET - — 
” > yy LAY 1 * 4 * 
1 be e „r 
— 2 * Y 
oe ig ® 0 
2 e eee n a 


ot 
Ne IE 


no2 yet repute him foz Ale 12 0 ( | | 

After that Dinner was done and ended, „ 1 
Emperour tooke the ſicke man apart, and as- | 
ked him how he came by that Ring? King A- 
lexander demannded if that he knew well the 1 
Ring? The Emperour ſaid, J know it rights i! 
well. Alexander fatd, wote you alſo to whom 1040 
you haue gaue it + The Emperonr ſayd, 1 
wote right well. Pow is it "ther. ſaid Alexañ- 04 
der, that pou know not mee, foz Jan Alexan- Wi 


2 
2 
bd 
1 


* 


der, vuto whome von gaue the lame Ning 2 
When the Emperour heard that, þe fell tothe 


K 4 


* © The Scaven wiſe 


ground foz ſozrow ,, and toze his Robes and In 
clothes, and with many great ſightings and be- re 
 weplings ſaid, O Alexander, pon are the one ell! 
halfe of my ſoule, where is pour godly and de⸗ ſe ar 
licate body, now ſo vncleane and pittifully in- Hall | 
| fected, that was ſo faire and pleaſant fo behold? tts 
De anſwered, this is happened vufo mee fo2 ttt! 
the great fidelity that vou haue done to mee in {thi 
me bed with my wife, when you. laid a naked Fed b 
+ ſwo2d betwirt you and her: wherefoze the be⸗ ere 
came wzath, & hated me, that ſhee and a knight Ec! 
that in kozmer time ſhe loued, haue poyſoned | 
me, as you map ſœ, and now they haue deinen rr 
me out of my Nealme. 
And when the Emperour heard that, he ko: 
loue toke him abont the necke and kiffed him, 
and ſatd, D my moft deare and intirely belo- 
ued Bzother, J ſozrow to ſ you in this great F*: 
perplexitp & miſery, J would to God J might 
die fo2 you : but my moſt dere friend, luffer 
.pattonfly a little time, till that we baue ſent F 20 
fea all the Phiſitians + wiſe maiſters in phy- 
ficke to haze theit caunſell and adnice, if there 
be ahy remedy fo be had, oz hope of recovering 
'of pour health: and if it be -olſible to helpe 
| you, we ſhall neither ſpare Lozoſhip, Empire, 
no any other goods frapozoll to make-you F*5 
n ſound. N 
n 


| Maifters. 

In the meane time he was bzought into a 

He Chamber richly hanged, and appointed 
all manner of thinges that were both requi- 
2 and neceſſary fo2 his caſe and health. Then 

gall haſt hee ſent his meengers th2ough all 
:ts of the wozld, fo2 the moſt expert and beit 
hiütions that might be found: Df which 
thin a Poneth after were come and aſſem- 
ed befoze the Emperour, Thirty, which, 

ere right expert and very skilfull in that 

cience, ko whom the Emperour ſaid - Y 


:[(be\ovev Maiſters, J haue a friend that is 


Frogrieuoudle infected with a foule lepꝛoſte, 
home J would very aladly were healed and 
Ade as ſound and whole as euer he was, ſpa⸗ 
A neither fo2 gold noz ſiluer, no2 any other 


021d, but that A would gladlp giue fo recougr 
5 health againe. 

Then anſwered the Maſters, all that euer 
pollible to bee done by Phiſicke, pon thall 
une onder ſtand afcer that wee haue ſ@ne the 
rſon: and when they ſaw him, they knew the 
ſe of his infirmity, and they ſatd it was in- 
rable fo2 all Phiſitions liuing. 

And when the Emperour had heard that, he 
as right ſozrie in his heart, and committed 
unte the helping hand of "Almighty. God , 


calling 


_— — > . 
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The Seuen wiſe 


calling vnto him mofi of the Religious Meſſi: 
that dwelt nere onto the Court, and a num: 
ber of poze people, beſides many other deuo 
perſons, and deſired of them all earneſtlpt 
make their P2aters vnfo Almighty God, tha 


he would vonchſafe of hts tnfirite godnes ani 


mercp, to make whole his dere Friend Ring 


Alexander, and the ſooner fo2 their god ag Te 


and p2apers. And he htmſeife (with manp 
thers) faſted, and pzayed humbly fo Almigtt 
God fo2 the ſpeedy recouery- and health of hi 
Friend. 
Now vppon a day as King Alexander waſi 
af his P2aters, there came vnto him a voics 
from heanen, ſaying, Tell Lodowickghe Em 


perour, that if hee with his owne hands wilo 


take thoſe two little ©hildzen which his Em 
pꝛeſſe had at one burthen, and flap them, an 
that with the Bloo of them He will wach an 
bath thy body, that then thy fleſh ſhali becom 
as fatre and as clere as the bodies of thoſe lit 


tle Childꝛen: If not, thou minſt neuer looke toi 


be cured whileſt bꝛeath is in thy bodie, and 


farewell. 
hen Ring Alexander had heard this mol 


range voice, he then began fo thinke withi 


*  bimſelfe, what voice it was, and from when 


if came, then hee * to hiiuſelfe, and - 


3 


Maiſters. 
is viſion is not to be chewed, 


e foʒ it is much 
imhhntrarp ts humane nature , that avy man 
onfjould lay his owne Sons fo2 the recouerp of 


he health of a range man. 
| The Emperour continued both night and 
he in Paier, with great devotion, ill ear- 
eſtly pꝛaping to God foz remedy fo2 king A- 
ander, neuer ceaſing, vntill ſuch time that 
voice came vnto him „ and ſapd, how long 
vill pou thus call and crp vpon mee, when it 
pas openlie ſhewed vnto King Alexander by 
what meanes he might recouer his health, and 
is body to become cleare, without either ſpot 
2 blemiſh? 

Now , the Emperom hauing heard that 
Mice , hee aroſe and went vbuto Ring Alexan- 


beſt and moſt true, bleſſed bee the molt high £ 
tuerlaſting God, the which neuer faileth them 
that put their whole truſt in him: Df whome 
haue knowledge, that it is ſhewed vnfo pon 


red of pour leapꝛoſie, whertoze J intreate ard 
olſtu mer how this map be done fo2 the reſtoring 
hier your fozmer health, that we may haue ioy 
icgtogether; and if pou ſhall neede any thing that 
ig map do you any god, 3 wall fulfill it vnno my 
bl power 


ict „ and ſayde unte him Ok all kriends the 


how: and in what manner pon map be recones - 


deſtre you that yon wil plainely lap open vn- 


The Seauen wiſe 


power, pea, and fo2 your health gine all that | 
haue fo. 
Alexander ſaid, ür, dare not ſhew it to pol 


how that J may b2 cured and healed of my le 


pꝛoſte, fo21t erceedeth, and it is a thing again 
nature foz to be done, therefoze 4 will not af 
pet ſhew it vou, how bee it J haue great fruf 
and confidence in yon. | 
The Emperour ſapd, Alexander put pony 
truſt in me ſtill, fo2 whatſoever is pollible fog 
fo be done fo2 recouering and reſtoꝛing of yout 
bealth J ſhall dee it, and theretozc conceale no. 
thing from me J p2ay vou. ö 
Then ſaid Alexander, J haue of God know. 
ledge, that if you will flay pour Two Sone 
with pour ownne hands, and waſh me in theilt 
blood, J ſhall be whole; and therefoze J haut 
not ſhewed it vnto pon, fo2 mee thinketh it i 
Againſt nature, that the Father ſhould lay hi 
owne childzen fo? the health of a firanger : th | 


Emperour ſaid, ſap not that vou be a ſfrangerſſwi 


i fo2 J lone pou as my ſelfe, and therefo2e if Þ 
had Ten Childzen, J ſhould not ſpare one foo 
Four health. 


Auge 


 Afterwardes the Emperour eſpied his time 
iflvhen the Empꝛeſle was out of the wap, & hee 
went info the Chamber where the Childzen 
lept, and dzew out his knife and eut both the ir 
th2oats, and gathered the blond into a veſſell , 
ind then he bathed e waſhed Alexander ther- 
with: and when he was bathed, his body and 
leſh was as faire and cleane as thongh it had 
oheene a young Childe » Then the Gmperouy 
jad perfect knowledge of his viſage, and kiſſe 


n þ ſame fozme which J haue oftentimes de 
ghted in. 8 


1 


him, ſaping: O god Alexander, now J ſ You - 
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Bleſſed bee Almighty God that euer J he 
theſe chilvzen, by whom pour health is ref - 
red and your bodp made pure and cleane; aue 

_ s pet there were none that had knowledge al 
the death of thoſe childꝛen, ſave only the Eno 
perour and Alexander, th 

And when the Emperour ſaw that nod kin £ 
Alexander was perfealy healed, hee ſaid viÞif! 
him, J ſhall oꝛdapne vnfo por an honourabſhe 
company, and yon ſhall goe from hence abo$/ey 
ten miles, and the next dap ſend me a meſſerſon 
ger, and let me know the day of your comming" 
backe againe, and J ſhall then with great (ce 
lemnitp come and meefe pon, and pou ſhall rt he 
maine with mee vntill ſuch time that J maſſefu 

connentently pꝛouide fo2 the reconery of poi t 

Realme againe. be C 
This Counſell pleaſed king Alexander rig £ 

well, and accozding to the Emperours will Pas 
woas perkozmed, foz onthe next day followinfedi 
there came a Meſſenger vnto the Emperouffor 
certifying him of the comming backe againe ou! 

King Alexander. Che 

And when the Empꝛeſlſe heard theſe tidin2e | 

the retoyced, and ſaid vnto the Emperdur, $2:0 
my molt beff beloned Lo2d and CtmperonrÞ yo! 

haue pou not iuſt cauſe to reioyce and be glaſis m 

lelng Alexander the King of Egypt is noſteat 
commin 
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Mailtcrs, 


7 ning fo-ſ& pou, whome of a long time you 
ihne not ſgne.?2 And if if pleaſe you to ge and 


1 zfe him with pour L220s and gertlemen, 1 


Tall folla v pon with my Lavies and Gentle⸗ 

omen: and as pet thce knew not of the death 

f her two chtidzen, 
in Then rode the Emperour and the ©mpzefle 
1Þith a great company of Lo2ds and Ladies ts 
iete with god Ring Alexander: and when 
orffiiey met together, with great renerence and 
2 flonour they receined him, and with great toy 
inind aladneſſe they b2zought him info the Pal- 
(&$ce : And when the time of dinner was neere 
rt hand, Alexander was placed at the Table 
1F:lweene the Empero2 and the Cmpaeſfe, and 
of! the mirth and chere that (hw could make, 

he ſhew vnto him. 

And wien the Emperour perceiued that, he 
as right is ptull and glad, and hee was lo ex- 
in eding well pleaſed, that he ſaid, O mine owne 
nF:orentine, it glads me aboue all things, that 
e ou make vnto king Alexander, fo good cheere: 


chen anſwered the Empꝛeſſe and ſatd, wher⸗ 


1$:e ſhould J not, is not this company onto bs 

$0:0 pzecious then Gold oz Siluer ? But vn- 
rÞ you my renowned Lo2d much mo2e, foz by 
as meanes it was that you attapned bnto ſa 
ofeat honour and dignity , and by him many 
in fimes 


| The Seayen wiſe 
| fimesyon haue bene ſaved from death. Thon 
 Empero2 ancwered and laid, then J pꝛap you mio x 
-  Bnelp beloned Florentine, that you will take 
herd vnto my wozds that J Hall ſap vnto poufſnc 
law you not that vglie and dekozmed Lazar rofl 
Which yeſterday ſafe befoze our Table, anc 
 p2ayped mee fo2 the loue of God and good king 
Alexander, that J woulo giue him d2inke? Sh{;, x 
fapd, My honourable Lozd, I ſaw him well lion 
a moze ho2rible man J neuer did behold. Theſe p 
fatd the Emperour J demaund this one queſtioſin t 
of you, put caſe that he were king Alexanderfygy 
and that he couid not by any meanes be madſ} a: 
whole but with the blwd of your two Sonnes Jt; 
beth which yon in one day bzought into thigh; 
wozld, would pou not that their blond ſhoulfzre 
be ſhed that he might bath himſelfe therein, t. 
the infent that thereby hee might E beg 
health and comely fauonr, as now you ſc hin; c 
haue: thor 
Sher anſwered and ſayd onto him, Py refiſee 
nowned Lo2d and Husband, Wherefo2ze deſrem 
maund yon of mee that queſtion ? I ſay, an 2 
tell von of atroth, that if J hav Ten Sonne$hin; 
J ſhould glavite flap them with mine ownſwe 
| 4. koz fo pꝛepare and o2dayne foz him Hef t 
Bath, and would wach him therin mine ownſh;ar 
felfe, rather then J ſhould leaue him in ſuch two 
loathſom 
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| Maiſters. 
1 oathlome and miſerable caſe, fo horrible fs2 


11 


o behold, and in ſach danger of death withall, 
1 might well ſend vs mo2e C hildꝛen, buf 
a ſuch a true t faithfall friend were a thing im 
T Joſſible fo2 vs euer hereafter to find thꝛough - 
Nut all the world. 
1 Mhenthe Emperour heard this from her; he 
was well pleaſed in his mind, and ſayd, O my 
lIouing Empzeſſe , had pon rather haue yonr 
FC hildzen dead, then Alexander ſhould languiſh 
09in this Leapꝛoſie? Then thall J open andſhew 
pon now the truth of the matter; that fow!le 
Lazer which pon ſaw, was Alexander that ſit- 
SIteth heere by vs, and by that meanes is made 
whole with the klod of our two ſons, and they 
l:ce dead. 
'q Afoone as the Empzeſſe did heare that, cher 
efiegan with ertreamity of ſo2row mournekullp 
"to ery out, as nature would the ſhonld doe, al⸗ 
though ſhe e had ſaid befo2e that ſhee had rather 
Fee her Childzen dead, then Alexander ſhould 
ehremaine in ſuch patne and miſerie. 
The Nourtſhkrs of the Childzen vnderſfan- 
Ping this, they pzeſently with great crping and 
ping ran fo the Notrſerie and Chamber 
Fr them, and great ſozrow and bewapling was 
made thzough the ©mperonrs Court foz his 


came 


1 
| 


wo — and _ the Nouviſhers of them | 


The Seaven wiſe 


| camefto the Chamber, they found the Child; 
plwKsaing, and ſinging a ſong of paaiſe « th ankgſfiit 
giuing to the Father, Bonne, and the Yoſſen 
Shot, fo2 reſt ozing againe of their lines; af £ 
then they returned againe in all haſt vnfo tire, 
Emperour and the Empꝛeſſe, and ſhewed vpe 
to kbem how that the Childzen were lining vas 
and that about their th2oats there where ther: 
were cut, they had circles of thzed of gold, anne! 
tthereok was great io» and aladnefſe in all thFhat 
Court, with thankſgiuing to Almighty Soße v 
fo2 that erceving great miracle and wonderfuſcey 
wozke. N | 181 : 

After that the Emperour with a great mulſſ»a* 
titude and company of people gathered and aſſv!ti 
ſembled together, 4 went with king Alexandeſo h! 
info Egypt, and ſet him againe in his Nopaltſng⸗ 
and poſſefſton of his Realme. And the Nugengim! 
with the knight, who had lined long togethegbey 
in Adultery, hee cauſed them both to bee burntÞon! 
And when this was done, the Emperour habe 
only one Siſter, whom he married vnto king v 
Alexander. vht 
And when king Alexander had obtaypned alf 
his Realme againe, & was ſet in god reit ane! 
peace, the @mperour returned againe vnts higow 
Empire: and then king Alexander right wiſeqpha 
ly and politikely gonerned himſelfe in —_ wo 

Aire 


, Maiſters. 


acaires, lo that he onercanie his rebellious e⸗ 
0 emles- | 

an And when that he was ſeated in all his glo⸗ 
tio, peace, ard might, he had {honght and mind 
viſovon his Father and Mother, by whome hee 


hartes: And from thence fe ſent vnto them a 
immnellenger, tolct them have knowledge how 
Shaft the king of Egypt vpon ſuch a day would 
obe with them, to view thoſe parts of the Coun⸗ 
arey, and to ſpozt himlelfe, and bo make a rop- 
u Feat with them. And when the Peffenger 
ulpas thither come, they receined him toyfally , 
aſſvith bountifullentertatiement, and large gifts 
leo him ginen, and ſent him backe againe, fay- 
tung, that their Soruices ſhould bes ready at all 
ngimes to doe the kings pleaſure, but that could 
eghey neuer by power diſcerne, that hee would 
ilouchſafe to ſhew them that honour whereof 
: er were not ww :thy , aSfozto come to them 
10 5234 thoſe parts, 4 to ſpozt huufelfe there a 
vhtle, 


al 
nabe kings Court; and there ſhewed the king 
: ow willmatp they wonld receiue him, and in 
ſehwhat manuer they did reward him, and how 
aue and faithfull they were, and ready to doe 
eim ſerutce at his commandement, a 
2 be 


” 


g was calf into tre Sea, who dwelled in karre 


The Meſlenger returned backe towards 
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the Bing was well pleaſed. And when the daz ſel 
was come thut was (et, the King with a fairghy; 
company rode towardes his Fathers ouſe . 
the which was to the knight his Father, ang{, 
to his mother, vaknowne that hee was theigh,; 
Bonne. fer 
When the King was come nere vnto his fa 
thers Caſkle, the knight rode toyfully to maf 
and receiue him, and when hee came nigh 
to the Bing, hee a lighted from his hozſe and; 
did his reuerence vpon his kners, but the kingſde 
foke him vp pꝛeſertlp, and commanded him tg 
take hozſe againe, and ſo thep ode together vn 
to the Caſtle. 
And when that they were come thither, thilon 
Mother came onto him e fell vpan her kncks, 
and welcomed him gladly, and the king took 
her vp as lo ingip and kiſſed her right friend 
Ip: and ſh& ſaid vnto him, my moſt honourabli 
KLo2d, you doe to vs (vnwozthy) great honou| 
with the pze/ence of your molt honourable per 
_ the which we ſhall neuer be able to de 
ELtfes | 
After that the meate was all ready, and th: 
time of the day was come to goe to dinner, th 
Father came with a 1Baſon ano Ewer, and thy h; 
Mother with a Towell, ſaying, Sir, all thing 
are ready, pleaſeth if pou to waſh 2 And * | 


4 Maiſters. 


| [he king ſaw that, he ſmiled and ſaid fo him- 
ay elke, rew is the ſong of the Nightingale true: 
irhzat my Father and my Mother ſhould gladly 
eh falt iI as J haue ſaid, if that J my ſelfe ſhonld 
ind ſthereunto conſent, 4 ſuffer them to doe it. But 


1th would not ſuffer him to doe him any fuch 


ſſeruice, ſaving, yeur age is fo be hongured and 
fa 1wo2fhipped, aud therefoze J will none of it, aud 
#[tzen hee called one of his Seruants vnto 


nh him, whom he commaunded fo doe that ſernice. 


in hen laid the knight, von Will not ſuffer vs fo 
ng doe it foꝛ our honour , becai ſe we are not woz- 
thy thereof, The king iaid, haue J not ſaid, 
mgthat foz your age J fo:brare vou: When the 
Jking was ſet at the Table hee ſet his Bother 
th Jon the right hand of him, and his Father on 
Sfthe left fide , and they as much as they might 
a4 22 durſt, did behould his fauonr and counte- 
wa nance. 
b After dinner, the king pꝛeſently entred infa 
waa fapze Chamber, and made the knight with 
erſhis Lagic to follow him in, and commaunded 
bel all others to auoid the pꝛeſente. 
1 And when they were all alone, the king ſaid, 
baue pou no child2en? They arſwerd we haus 
L neither Don no2 Daughter. Andthe king ſayd, 
had pos neuer any? The knight anſwerd, wes 
Sy bane had one Bonne, but he is long agone dead. 


D 3 
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3 Then the Bing asked of what death hee dyed| h 
And the knight ſayd, a naturall death. Then 
ſapd the king, if à may otherwiſe know oz find, 
khen are you found wity a moſt Ho2rible fanit, 
Then asked the knight, By moſt horourablg 
 andrenownedLo2d , wherefoze enquire vou ſq 
earneſtly affer our Son ? The king anſwe. 
red and ſaid, that da J not without tuft cauſe.) 
and therekoze J muſt and will know of what 
death hee dyed; if you will not tell me, J thall | 
cauſe you both to die a moſt ſhamefull and wic- 
ked death. | 
When they heard that, they fell vpon the 
5 — 65 on their knees beloꝛe him, and askedſ j 
him pardon and foꝛgiueneſſe of their lines. But] 
the king would not ſuffer them fo2 to kneele ut 
but foke them vp and ſaid, to that intent came ſ v. 
J nof vntopour honſe, ts cate pour bꝛead, and] £5 
ſo betrap yon, but ſayfo me the verptruth and 
pou ſhall be pardoned, fo2 it is giuen me to vn- Ice 
der ſtand that pou haue pat him to death, and if u 
that you be found culpable therein, and come p 
to lubgement, pon muſt die a molt ſhameful) f. 
Death. 1 A 
Then ſaid the knight, Hp moſt Honourable 
L92d pardon wee my life, and J ſhall ſhew vou 
the very truth. The king ſaid, feare not, fo2 | 
A Hall doe bnto you no harme. 
2 Then 


; A 
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[Then anſwered the knight and ſayd , P 
Imoſf dead Doueratane Lozd, wee had a Son 
that was wile, and learned, and right well vn: 
qocrffm)d, and vpon a time as hee fwd befoze vs, 
vi and ſerued vs at the table, there came vrto the 
window a Nightingale that ſung erceeding | 
'Jſweetly, whoſe ſong he began fo interp2et, and 

fo tell vs what it meant, and ſaid : this Bird 
ſfingeth that J ſhall become ſo great and migh- || 
a ty a Lozd, that it ſhall be fo your Honour and 
aduancement, in ſuch wiſe, that you my Fa- 
ther ſhall be glad to hold a Baſon with water 
| fo waſh my hauds, and my Mother a Lowell, 11 
if that J would ſuffer if, lil} 
And when J did heare that, J was ſoze moo |! 
| ed and bered in my mind, and ſo J foke him 
e vpon my ſhoulder and caſt him info the Dea fo: 
dJ to dzowne him. 11 
Zhen ſaid the king, what euill might haue Il 
come to you if he had beene made ſo great aun 
i mighty 2 me thinketh it ſhould haue bene fon: 
pour honour, comfozt, and pꝛofit. The knigge 
I ſaid, my renowned Loꝛd, it was no reaſon, but 
1 4 wodneſſe. wil 
The Kinganſwered, that was a great fos- || 
1 lifhnefſe of vou, that you would doe againtt the | 
I 22dinance and will of Gov. But now ver wall | 
know fo; froth, J am your Donne that you || I 
| ed 
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The Seaven wile 


caſt into the Sea, and Goo ofhis great mercy: 
and goddneſle hath ſaued me, and by his grace] © 
hath bꝛought and pzeſerued me fo this Eſtate 10 
j dignitp. 3 
And the Father and Mother hearing that, 
with feare and iog repleniſhed and amazed, did 
fall flat to the ground; whome he louingly and 
kriendlie toke bp ſaying, feare vet, but rather Ih 
reioyce 4 be glad, fo2 von ſhall ſuffer no harme, 7 
but my exaltation ſhall be to your glozp, top, 1 
pꝛofit, and ſo he kiff both his Father and Mo- 
+ ther with great ioy and gladrnefſe. Then began 
the Mother to weepe aud lament greatly, and 
the king ſapd vrito her, leane off your ſozrow- 
ing and weeping and bee of good cheere, fo2 in 
my Nealme pon ſhall be honoured aboue mee, 
during my life: and ſa he toke them both with on 
bim into his kingdome, where they dwel- for 


led a long time together in honour and ma 
top, and ended their daies with not 
comfoꝛt and lone of all at! 


the people. 70 
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Heere followeth the application of the Ex- 
ample, to the purpoſe. 


hen Cath Diocleſian the @ms 
e perours Bon, Lord haue pen 
A vnderffood what J hane ſaid: 
e tbe Emperoz ſapd, right well, 
8 Then ſapd tho Son, my mot 
; D honourable and redoubted Fa- 
ther, althouab that God bath giuen and indaod 
ee with wiſedon7'e and vnderſtanding aboue 
thers, that ſhall not be an impayzing of your 
honour and might, but moze foz the pꝛeferua- 
ton and maintenance of the ſame. So in like 
manner the kings ercellent Maieſty, which was 
nothing to the hind;ance of the Father, bat the 
rather fo2 his wo2thip,p2ofit,+ greater comfozt- 
Foz as long as they liued, it was in very 


fff 


great toy and mirth, and they were beloned of 
the people, 4 honoured of his kingdome, Then 
aid the Emperour, my beloued Bonne, 

will wholy refigne all the Empire vnto you to 
gouerne and rule, fo2 J perceive well by pour 


Narration that pon haue ts me declared, that 


The Seuen wiſe 


is beff fo2 mee, and moſt fo2 mine eaſe, that 1 
now leave this wozldly and tedious buſinefe,] 
and the labour and care of a king, and betake 
me to my ref and eaſe,foz Jam old and feble, 
Then anſwered the Bonne, and ſapd vnto his! 
Father, Mo moft honourable Lozd and Fa- 
ther, ſo hall it hot bee, but as long as vou liue 
pou ſhall haue the anthozity and gouernement! 
of the Empire fo doe your command, as itap⸗ 
pertaineth vnto an Emperour; but in all the 
balineſſes that are labozious and frouble-. | 
ſome, J will alwaies be ready fo | FC 
mini ter any ſernice that poſ- 1 
ſtbly J can, accozding to bvet 
my bounden ear 


duty. Ithe 
| [LH] 
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land 
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1 C How indgement was giuen ypon the Em- 
prefie ; and how ſhe and her Louer were 
put to death. 
£ 


— — _ —— — 
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e Ven the Empereur commaunded 
the Judges and Juſticesto fit in 
Judgement, and to bꝛing againe 
the Empzeſſe befoze them with 
the Ladpes, 4 alſo the Kpband 
her beſt beloued, cloathed in the 
veEure and habite of a woman, whome he dig 
I:aaſe to ſtand next vnto the Empzeſſe : Then 
[the Emperours Son asked ſentence and inſt |! 
liudgment vpon them, laping. 
9 My moſt honourable Lozd and Father, e⸗ 
uen as you are Emperour oner all the Mold, 
and that pour Maieſtie and power requireth to 
woe true Juſtice unto all pour Subieas that 
deſtire it: Do now J demaund that pon this 
dap doe giue right ſentence and true indgment 
5 bpon the bntroth, fatſhod, and ſhame which 
here put and alleaged vnto mee by the Em⸗ 
al | :effe , fo2 the which accuſations J haue bene 
Deauen times led vnto the Gallowes , and 
haue 


The Seauen wiſe 
haue ffod in great iespardp t perill of my life 


and alſo that the hath been to von vutrue of her s 


hodie, as you haue ſcne by good pz wfe made be, 
foze pon, on the which Jalke indgement, and 
therefoꝛe command your Judges and Juffices to 
giue ſentence ther vpon accoꝛdiug to right, e. 
quity and Law. 

lone as the Empꝛelle heard this, thee fel 
gat to the earth befoze the Emperour, + asked 
mercy and fozgiueneſte fo2 her iuſt offence and 


mifdoing , buf it helped no2 p2ofited her no- 
thing, fo2 the ſon would haue right, and deſired. 


R Judgement 


Then ſpake the Judges and Juſtices, bed 
owne miſdteedes condemne her. and the repozt 


| of her Lemman by her kept and found there- 


foze wee giue ſentence againſt the Empzeſſe 
that ſhe ſhall be bound to a hoꝛſe taile, x Bzawne 
thꝛough all the ſtrets of the Eitty to the place 
of erecution, and there fo be burnt : Me tudge 
and giue ſentence agaiuſt the Rybaud, that ha 
hall bee quartred aud ſmitten in pecee, and 
his fleſh caſt to th: Bounds and Birds of the 
Apze, fo2 to denonre him: and this ſenfenct 
was app2obated and allowed of all the people. 
Yereafter in ſhozt time died the Emperour| 
and Diocleſian his Bonne gouerned and rulel 
(Empire with great wiſepome, and he 
E 


i 
xi 


hi 
fi 
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r [held and kept his Waifters with him in great 
,-| bonour aud glozy: By whoſe counſell and wiſes 
ddame he gouerned the Empire, that he excel⸗ 
oled all his Pꝛedeceſſozs in riches, and doing 
right and iugice, And his Batffers ſo loued 
him aboue all others in the wozld, that many 
times they put themſelves in great perili and 
»| teopardy of their lines fo2 him. And ſo en⸗ 

1 ded their dates in great toy and 


— 


bononr, to the pꝛaiſs of | | 
Jil Almighty God. = 1. 
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